Advanced Placement World History
VBCPS
Advanced Placement World History is offered to the serious student who desires the challenge of a college-level course in high school.  The course covers world history from the dawn of man to the present and emphasizes the analysis of events and eras.  Extensive reading and writing is required.  Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement History Examination in May.  All students, regardless of whether they take the Advanced Placement exam will take the World History II Standards of Learning test.  College credit may be granted, subject to the requirements of the college or university.

Themes in Advanced Placement World History

AP World History highlights six overarching themes that should receive approximately equal attention throughout the course:
1. Dynamics of change and continuity across the world historical periods covered in the course, and the causes and processes involved in major changes of these dynamics.
2. Patterns and effects of interaction among societies and regions: trade, systems of international exchange, war and diplomacy
3. The effects of technology, economics, and demography on the people and the environment (population growth and decline, disease, manufacturing, migrations, agriculture, and weaponry)
4. Systems of social structure and gender structures (comparing major features within and among societies and assessing change and continuity)
5. Cultural, intellectual, and religious developments, including interactions among and within societies.
6. Changes in functions and structures of states and attitudes toward states and political identities (political culture), including the emergence of the nation-state (types of political organization).
Historical Thinking Skills
1. Historical Argumentation
-Constructing and evaluating arguments with evidence
-Using documents and other primary data: developing the skills necessary to analyze point of view, context and bias, and to understand and interpret information
2. Chronological Reasoning
-Assessing issues of change and continuity over time, including the capacity to deal with change as a process and with questions of causation (including periodization).
3. Comparison and Contextualization
-Seeing global patterns over time and space while also acquiring the ability to connect local developments to global ones and to move through levels of generalizations from the global to the particular.
-Comparing within and among societies, including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes.
-Being aware of human commonalities and differences while assessing claims of universal standards, and understanding diverse ideas in historical context.
           4. Historical Interpretation and Synthesis
-Understanding diversity of interpretations through analysis of context, bias, and frame of reference. 
Required Texts:

Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past, 5th Ed. (AP Edition),  Bentley and Ziegler, McGraw Hill, 2011.
ADDITIONAL TEACHER RESOURCES
Primary Source Textbook
Reilly, Kevin. Worlds of History. Vols. 1 and 2: Second ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin, 2004.

Document Reader

Book and CD Rom included with Spodek, Howard. The World’s History. Third ed. Combined Volume. New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2006.

Outside Reading (books)
Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. New York: Anchor, 1994.

Barron’s Review Guide for the Advanced Placement World History Exam

Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs, and Steel. New York: Norton, 1996.

Kurlansky, Marc. Cod: A Biography of the Fish that Changed the World. New York: Penguin Press, 1998.

Kurlansky, Marc. Salt. New York: Walker and Co, 2002.

Weatherford, Jack. Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World. New York: Three Rivers Press, 2004.

Outside Readings (Articles)

Bentley, J.H. 1999, “Sea and Ocean Basins as Frameworks as Historical Analysis,” Geographical Review, 89: 215-224.

Diamond, Jared 1987. "The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race," Discover Magazine, May 1987, pp. 64-66.
Shaffer, L. 1994. “Southernization,” Journal of World History, 5/1: 1-21

Xinru, Liu. 1995. “Silks and Religions in Eurasia, 600-1200,” Journal of World History 6:1, 25-48.

Reference
Hammond Historical Atlas

Grading Information


Introduction to World History
In order to deepen the knowledge and understanding of people and events, as well as providing insight into the work of practicing historians, students will be required to maintain an “historians journal”.  Entries in this journal will focus on the processes and issues of historical research. Specific questions for each reading will guide journal responses.

The first assignment serves as an introduction to the historian’s craft. How do historians select, analyze, and reconstruct evidence?  What problems do they encounter; and how do they seek to resolve those problems?

Units
Unit 0: Historical Thinking Skills (2 weeks)
Key Concepts

1.
Historical Argumentation

2.
Chronological Reasoning

3.
Comparison and Contextualization
4. 
Historical Interpretation and Synthesis

Topics and Text References:

Instructional Objectives

Analyzing Sources

Documents

Visuals

Charts, Maps, Graphs

Assignments

Historians Journal

1.

2.

3.

Assessments

Terms Quiz

Point of View Activity

Unit 1:Technological and Environmental Transformations

 8000 BCE – c. 600 BCE (3 weeks)
Key Concepts
Topics and Text References:

Instructional Objectives

Analyzing Sources
Documents

Visuals

Charts, Maps, Graphs

Assignments
Historians Journal

1.

2.

3.

Assessments
Terms Quiz

Test Chapters 1-3
Unit 2 Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies
c. 600BCE – c. 600 CE (4 weeks)
Key Concepts
Topics and Text References:

Instructional Objectives

Analyzing Sources
Documents

Visuals

Charts, Maps, Graphs

Assignments
Historians Journal

1.

2.

3.

Assessments
Terms Quiz

Test Chapters 4-6
Unit 3 Regional and Transregional Interactions

c. 600 CE-c. 1450 CE (5 weeks)
Key Concepts
Topics and Text References:

Instructional Objectives

Analyzing Sources
Documents

Visuals

Charts, Maps, Graphs

Assignments
Historians Journal

1.

2.

3.

Assessments
Terms Quiz

Test Chapters 7-9
Unit 4 Global Interactions

1450 CE – 1750 CE (6 weeks)
Key Concepts

Topics and Text References:

Instructional Objectives

Analyzing Sources
Documents

Visuals

Charts, Maps, Graphs

Assignments
Historians Journal

1.

2.

3.

Assessments
Terms Quiz

Test Chapters 10-12
Unit 5 Industrialization and Global Integration

c. 1750 CE – c. 1900 (7 weeks)
Topics and Text References:

Instructional Objectives

Analyzing Sources
Documents

Visuals

Charts, Maps, Graphs

Assignments
Historians Journal

1.

2.

3.

Assessments
Terms Quiz

Test Chapters 13-15
Test Chapters 16-18

Unit 5 Accelerating Global Change and Realignments 

c. 1900 - Present (7 weeks)

Topics and Text References:

Instructional Objectives

Analyzing Sources

Documents

Visuals

Charts, Maps, Graphs

Assignments

Historians Journal

1.

2.

3.

Assessments
Terms Quiz

Test Chapters 19-21
Test Chapters 22-24

Grades will be calculated as follows:





Tests			30%


Writing Assignments/


Class Assignments	50%


Quizzes			 20%











Grading Scale              





A=Superior   	        (90-100)		


B=Above Average       (80-89)


C=Average	        (70-79)


D=Below Average       (64-69)


E=Failing	        (63 and below)
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