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Tallwood High School

Global Studies and World Languages Academy

Course Name :  World Literature and Composition I





Teacher Name:  Earl C. DeMott





Contact Information:  143b, 648-5700 (ext. 78701), earl.demott@vbschools.com

Course Prerequisite:  N/A
Required Text:  Holt Elements of Literature, World Literature
Opportunities for Extra Help:  tutoring during study block or schedule extra help with teacher as needed.
	Course Description

World Literature and Composition I is the language arts requirement for ninth grade Global Studies Academy students.  Learners will read a variety of nonfiction, fiction and poetry with an emphasis on critical thinking and writing in response to the ideas found in the literature.  Learners will maintain a works in progress folder.  Selected works from this folder will be revised and edited for presentation in the final portfolio near the end of the school year.

	 Materials

· Pencil, pen (blue or black ink only)
· The required text

· The student planner

· Flash drive 
· A highlighter pen

· An organized binder with plenty of loose leaf paper
Or a spiral notebook
The Portfolio

A significant part of your work this year will be the development of a writer’s portfolio.  A portfolio is a collection of student writing that emphasizes the student’s use of the writing process and that demonstrates the individual student’s growth.  Initially, each student will establish a Works-in-Progress Portfolio (WIP).  Refined writing selections from the WIP will be revised and placed in  the final portfolio.
Consequences for 

Inappropriate Choices
· Verbal reminder and/or conference with student

· Parent contact and/or conference with parent

· After-school detention

· Written referral to Administration/Coordinator

Students whose academic achievement or behavior does not meet Academy expectations will be placed on academic/behavior probation with a plan for improvement.   The purpose of academic/behavior probation is to facilitate collaboration among parents, teachers, and the student to develop strategies to help the student experience success.  
	Grading Policy

Grades will be calculated according to the Virginia Beach City Public Schools grading scale. 
Range 
 Letter Grade 
Points 
  93 - 100 
A
4.0
90 - 92 
 A-
3.7
87 - 89 
  B+

3.3
83 - 86 
B
3.0
80 - 82
 B-
2.7
77 - 79 
  C+
2.3
73 - 76 
C
2.0
70 - 72
 C-
1.7
67- 69 
  D+
1.3
64 - 66
D
1.0
Below 64 
E
0.0
Grading Method

For each student, the total number of points accrued will be compared to the total number of possible points.  For example, a student who earns 1400 points out of a possible 1600 points will receive a B+ using the following calculation.


1400

            _____  =  87.5%  =  B+
             1600 



	Academy Expectations

Academy students are expected to demonstrate an appreciation for diversity and to be courteous and respectful toward classmates and school staff members.  The following are some ways in which you can demonstrate these qualities.

Demonstrate respect for your education by

· Completing all assignments on time.
· Bringing the required materials each day.
· Having your planner with you and using it effectively.
· Providing appropriate verification for an absence and inquiring about make-up work on the day you return to school.
Demonstrate respect for yourself by

· Maintaining good health and dressing appropriately for school and school-related events.

· Becoming involved in your school community by
	Make-up Work and Late Assignments

· Late homework and late class work will not be accepted.  A grade of 0 will be recorded.

· When you are absent on a test day, you should be prepared to makeup the test immediately upon your return to school.  A grade of 0 will be recorded for any test not made up within five days of returning to school.

· Projects submitted after the assigned due date will receive a grade no higher than 77.  If the work is not turned in within a week of the due date, a 0 will be recorded for the assignment.

· If you are absent from school on the day a previously assigned project is due, the project is due no later than the next class meeting.




	· participating in after-school activities.

· Utilizing your talents and performing to the best of your ability.

Demonstrate respect for your peers and your teacher by
· Listening when others speak.

· Maintaining a clean desk and classroom.

· Coming to class on time and being in your seat before the bell rings.

· Eating in class only if you do not have a lunch block.  (Restrict eating and drinking to the first 15 minutes of class.)

· Refraining from eating during guest speaker presentations.

· Following all policies outlined in the Tallwood High School Student Planner.

Notes:
	The THS Honor Code and 

Academic Integrity

“No amount of ability is of the slightest avail without honor.”

~Thomas Carlyle


The Tallwood High School Honor Code is dedicated to instilling high standards of ethical scholarliness.  It is more than a list of rules; it is a philosophy of conduct based on the belief that students value fairness and integrity and will take responsibility for their own academic achievement (See THS Student Planner for Honor Code).

As stated in the Academy Programs Admissions Agreement, the highest degree of academic integrity is expected of Academy students.



	
	 


COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

Tallwood High School

Global Studies and World Languages Academy

Course Name :  Creative Writing





Teacher Name:  Earl C. DeMott





Contact Information:  143b, 648-5700 (ext. 78701), earl.demott@vbschools.com

Course Prerequisite:  N/A

Required Text:  N/A
Opportunities for Extra Help:  tutoring during study block or schedule extra help with teacher as needed.

	Course Description

The creative writing course through the VBCPS offers students opportunities to apply and refine their creative writing skills and abilities beyond those developed and required in the regular English classroom.  Creative writing is a one semester course offered as enrollment warrants each academic year.  Students will use creative writing as a way of exploring meaning in language and the world around them.  Through the use of a multicultural literary genre text, students will explore the ways in which writers use their individual voices to represent the collective experiences of their peoples and cultures.  Students will learn about the specific processes of creating fiction, non-fiction, drama, and poetry and will analyze the larger context of the ways in which these literary forms express both individual and universal truths.  Through practicing the various conventions, students will improve their own abilities to communicate individual experiences creatively and connect those ideas to the larger dialog of language created by previous writers.  The work of all students will be copied and shared in class as part of a roundtable and workshop forum for discussion and revision.  Through self-publication of their work and the sharing of that work in a workshop environment, students will experience the empowerment of sharing their voice and receiving critical and constructive acknowledgment of that voice.  

Creative writing is a one semester course offered as enrollment warrants each academic year.  Three basic components will be central to the organizational design of the course.  These components will focus on encouraging students and teacher alike to make connections among elements of the creative process, literature, and original student writings created within the four genres of nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama.

	 Materials

· Pencil, pen (blue or black ink only)

· The student planner

· Flash drive 

· A highlighter pen

· An organized binder with plenty of loose leaf paper
Or a spiral notebook.

The Portfolio

A significant part of your work this year will be the development of a writer’s portfolio.  A portfolio is a collection of student writing that emphasizes the student’s use of the writing process and that demonstrates the individual student’s growth.  Initially, each student will establish a Works-in-Progress Portfolio (WIP).  Refined writing selections from the WIP will be revised and placed in  the final portfolio.

Consequences for 

Inappropriate Choices
· Verbal reminder and/or conference with student

· Parent contact and/or conference with parent

· After-school detention

· Written referral to Administration/Coordinator

Students whose academic achievement or behavior does not meet Academy expectations will be placed on academic/behavior probation with a plan for improvement.   The purpose of academic/behavior probation is to facilitate collaboration among parents, teachers, and the student to develop strategies to help the student experience success.  
	Grading Policy

Grades will be calculated according to the Virginia Beach City Public Schools grading scale. 

Range 
 Letter Grade 
Points 
  93 - 100 
A
4.0
90 - 92 
 A-
3.7
87 - 89 
  B+

3.3
83 - 86 
B
3.0
80 - 82
 B-
2.7
77 - 79 
  C+
2.3
73 - 76 
C
2.0
70 - 72
 C-
1.7
67- 69 
  D+
1.3
64 - 66
D
1.0
Below 64 
E
0.0
Grading Method

For each student, the total number of points accrued will be compared to the total number of possible points.  For example, a student who earns 1400 points out of a possible 1600 points will receive a B+ using the following calculation.


1400

            _____  =  87.5%  =  B+

             1600 



	Academy Expectations

Academy students are expected to demonstrate an appreciation for diversity and to be courteous and respectful toward classmates and school staff members.  The following are some ways in which you can demonstrate these qualities.

Demonstrate respect for your education by

· Completing all assignments on time.
· Bringing the required materials each day.
· Having your planner with you and using it effectively.
· Providing appropriate verification for an absence and inquiring about make-up work on the day you return to school.
Demonstrate respect for yourself by

· Maintaining good health and dressing appropriately for school and school-related events.

· Becoming involved in your school community by
	Make-up Work and Late Assignments

· Late homework and late class work will not be accepted.  A grade of 0 will be recorded.

· When you are absent on a test day, you should be prepared to makeup the test immediately upon your return to school.  A grade of 0 will be recorded for any test not made up within five days of returning to school.

· Projects submitted after the assigned due date will receive a grade no higher than 77.  If the work is not turned in within a week of the due date, a 0 will be recorded for the assignment.

· If you are absent from school on the day a previously assigned project is due, the project is due no later than the next class meeting.




	· participating in after-school activities.

· Utilizing your talents and performing to the best of your ability.

Demonstrate respect for your peers and your teacher by
· Listening when others speak.

· Maintaining a clean desk and classroom.

· Coming to class on time and being in your seat before the bell rings.

· Eating in class only if you do not have a lunch block.  (Restrict eating and drinking to the first 15 minutes of class.)

· Refraining from eating during guest speaker presentations.

· Following all policies outlined in the Tallwood High School Student Planner.

Notes:
	The THS Honor Code and 

Academic Integrity

“No amount of ability is of the slightest avail without honor.”

~Thomas Carlyle


The Tallwood High School Honor Code is dedicated to instilling high standards of ethical scholarliness.  It is more than a list of rules; it is a philosophy of conduct based on the belief that students value fairness and integrity and will take responsibility for their own academic achievement (See THS Student Planner for Honor Code).

As stated in the Academy Programs Admissions Agreement, the highest degree of academic integrity is expected of Academy students.



	
	 


COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

Tallwood High School

Global Studies and World Languages Academy

Course Name :  Global Media Analysis





Teacher Name:  Earl C. DeMott





Contact Information:  143b, 648-5700 (ext. 78701), earl.demott@vbschools.com

Course Prerequisite:  N/A

Required Text:  N/A
Opportunities for Extra Help:  tutoring during study block or schedule extra help with teacher as needed.

	Course Description

The Global Media Analysis offered to Academy students allows students to examine world media outlets, using the concepts presented in the world of journalism.  GMA is a one semester course offered as enrollment warrants each academic year.  Through the use of Point of View analysis, students will explore the ways in which the fourth estate influences the collective experiences of their peoples and cultures.  The work of all students will be copied and shared in class as part of a roundtable and workshop forum for discussion and revision.  



	 Materials

· Pencil, pen (blue or black ink only)

· The student planner

· Flash drive 

· A highlighter pen

· An organized binder with plenty of loose leaf paper

Or a spiral notebook
The Portfolio

A significant part of your work this year will be the development of a writer’s portfolio.  A portfolio is a collection of student writing that emphasizes the student’s use of the writing process and that demonstrates the individual student’s growth.  Initially, each student will establish a Works-in-Progress Portfolio (WIP).  Refined writing selections from the WIP will be revised and placed in  the final portfolio.

Consequences for 

Inappropriate Choices
· Verbal reminder and/or conference with student

· Parent contact and/or conference with parent

· After-school detention

· Written referral to Administration/Coordinator

Students whose academic achievement or behavior does not meet Academy expectations will be placed on academic/behavior probation with a plan for improvement.   The purpose of academic/behavior probation is to facilitate collaboration among parents, teachers, and the student to develop strategies to help the student experience success.  
	Grading Policy

Grades will be calculated according to the Virginia Beach City Public Schools grading scale. 

Range 
 Letter Grade 
Points 
  93 - 100 
A
4.0
90 - 92 
 A-
3.7
87 - 89 
  B+

3.3
83 - 86 
B
3.0
80 - 82
 B-
2.7
77 - 79 
  C+
2.3
73 - 76 
C
2.0
70 - 72
 C-
1.7
67- 69 
  D+
1.3
64 - 66
D
1.0
Below 64 
E
0.0
Grading Method

For each student, the total number of points accrued will be compared to the total number of possible points.  For example, a student who earns 1400 points out of a possible 1600 points will receive a B+ using the following calculation.


1400

            _____  =  87.5%  =  B+

             1600 



	Academy Expectations

Academy students are expected to demonstrate an appreciation for diversity and to be courteous and respectful toward classmates and school staff members.  The following are some ways in which you can demonstrate these qualities.

Demonstrate respect for your education by

· Completing all assignments on time.
· Bringing the required materials each day.
· Having your planner with you and using it effectively.
· Providing appropriate verification for an absence and inquiring about make-up work on the day you return to school.
Demonstrate respect for yourself by

· Maintaining good health and dressing appropriately for school and school-related events.

· Becoming involved in your school community by
	Make-up Work and Late Assignments

· Late homework and late class work will not be accepted.  A grade of 0 will be recorded.

· When you are absent on a test day, you should be prepared to makeup the test immediately upon your return to school.  A grade of 0 will be recorded for any test not made up within five days of returning to school.

· Projects submitted after the assigned due date will receive a grade no higher than 77.  If the work is not turned in within a week of the due date, a 0 will be recorded for the assignment.

· If you are absent from school on the day a previously assigned project is due, the project is due no later than the next class meeting.




	· participating in after-school activities.

· Utilizing your talents and performing to the best of your ability.

Demonstrate respect for your peers and your teacher by
· Listening when others speak.

· Maintaining a clean desk and classroom.

· Coming to class on time and being in your seat before the bell rings.

· Eating in class only if you do not have a lunch block.  (Restrict eating and drinking to the first 15 minutes of class.)

· Refraining from eating during guest speaker presentations.

· Following all policies outlined in the Tallwood High School Student Planner.

Notes:
	The THS Honor Code and 

Academic Integrity

“No amount of ability is of the slightest avail without honor.”

~Thomas Carlyle


The Tallwood High School Honor Code is dedicated to instilling high standards of ethical scholarliness.  It is more than a list of rules; it is a philosophy of conduct based on the belief that students value fairness and integrity and will take responsibility for their own academic achievement (See THS Student Planner for Honor Code).

As stated in the Academy Programs Admissions Agreement, the highest degree of academic integrity is expected of Academy students.



	
	 


