Continuity Essay- Pastoral Nomadism versus Settled Lifestyles 
	The Neolithic Revolution changed the entire society of early nomads, and not for the better. At first glance, agriculture seems like a first-class concept. The ability to control what grows from the earth and what comprises your diet gives one a sense of complete control. Agriculture also allows people to produce more food for less work. Agriculture created the ability to expand population. With the ability to produce mass amounts of food, people can support larger families and cities can support larger populations. If all of these facts are true, agriculture would be the best method for society. 
	The problem with this theory is that not all of it is true. Pastoral nomadism proved actually more productive than agriculture in several aspects. According to Jared Diamond, modern hunter-gatherers actually work less than farmers. For example, one group of Bushmen devotes only 12 to 19 hours a week obtaining food. The Hadza nomads of Tanzania spend 14 hours or less a week obtaining food. 

Change and Continuity of the Silk Road Over Time
The Silk Road originally connected the Roman Empire in the east and the Chinese Han Dynasty in the west. Not only were goods carried, but also religion: Buddhism was brought to China from India along the Silk Road. Over time it reached its height during the Tang dynasty and it became one of the principle trade routes connecting Europe and Asia. It was then used briefly by the Mongols for communication and trade in the 13th century before permanently disconnecting because of walls set up by religion in the Middle East and isolation in the Far East (Wild). Though the Silk Road has grown and declined in its importance as a principle trade route over time, the influence that it had on the interaction between Europe and Asia remains and continues to grow today because The Silk Road only functioned as a step in the long-term process of globalization, bridging the gap between the east and west.
	Regardless of the Silk Road, there were many other trade routes and civilizations already taking part in and continuing globalization, such as the Vikings, the Roman Empire, and the Muslim Empire. The Vikings had extensive trade routes and explored numerous places in northern Europe and as far west as Greenland and North America (“Viking Exploration”). The Romans traded with Egypt and India, and the Muslims united many North African and Middle Eastern cultures under their empire. But change also occurred as the Silk Road developed. At first it was a just path to travel for the Han Chinese to sell goods in foreign markets, but it grew more utilized as the Romans became more and more interested in silk (“The Silk Road’s”).
	During the time frame in which the Silk Road was most widely used many changes took place. It grew and reached its peak during the Tang dynasty in china, then declined after its use by the Mongolian empire for trade and communication (Wild). Silk was not traded along the Silk Road until it was in high demand by the Romans. But silk was not the only commodity traded. As said in the article "The Silk Road's History, Development, Operation and Significance", “it would be as inaccurate to suppose the Silk Road as a single trade route as it would to imagine that its only traded commodity was silk.” The goods traded varied, from gems, perfumes, ivory, dyes, gold, glass, and textiles from the west to furs, spices, iron, jade, silk, ceramics, and bronze, and lacquer objects from the east (“The Silk Road’s”). These changed with the demands of the regions involved with the trading. However, the Silk Road passed on more than just palpable items. It brought Buddhism to China (Wild), improved the world’s development by sharing ideas and inventions between the east and west (“The Silk Road’s”), and served as a bridge between many regions and cultures.
Even after the decline of the Silk Road globalization between Europe and Asia continued by other means. Instead of using the Silk Road, Europeans discovered that they could reach China faster by traveling by sea. This also lowered the price of the commodities traded, because the middle men involved in transporting the goods often charged extra to make as much money as they could from them (Wild). The Europeans also soon discovered the New World and set up colonies there and virtually every other continent as time went on, in places such as Africa, India, China, and Australia. Though it played a very significant role in stimulating the civilizations of the ancient world to come together, The Silk Road itself was only a small taste of what was to come in terms of the globalization of the future.
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To What Extent has Religion become a political tool for imperialistic rulers?
Religions such as Christianity have been exploited tremendously by imperialistic rulers like rulers from the Roman Empire in the 1st Century and Spain in the 17th Century as a political tool. Constantine legalized Christianity in 313 to become popular with the people of the Roman Empire. In doing so he not only became admired but united the empire because Christianity appealed to a wide range of people. The king of Spain used the Latin American Jesuits as a way to conquer the region as an Imperial dominion. In the 17th and 18th centuries the Jesuits used only the power of the Gospel to conquer Paraguay, Argentina, and Brazil. 
