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		The Senior Project demands a high level of integrity on the part of students in every phase of the project.  Students must realize all work they present for their projects will be assumed to be their own.  When students are presenting work, which is not original, they must acknowledge the use of such work by properly documenting the paper, the project/portfolio and the presentation.

	 (
AP1
)Any academic dishonesty by the student on any part of the project may result in the student failing the Senior Project and forfeiting Global Studies and World Languages graduation in June.



Definitions of Academic Dishonesty* on the Senior Project

Acts of academic dishonesty, which will result in failing the Senior Project and forfeiting Global Studies and World Languages graduation in June, are listed and described below.

1. Fabrication:
Any intentional falsification or invention of evidence, data, citation or other authority on the project, portfolio, paper, or presentation.

a. On the project this includes, but is not limited to, claiming to have created, designed, written, built, etc., all or part of the project which the student has not produced.

b. In the paper this includes, but is not limited to, attributing to authorities statements they never made.  It is the student’s responsibility to produce any and all sources he or she used for the paper when asked to produce such evidence.

c. For the presentation this includes, but is not limited to, attributing statements they never made.  It is the student’s responsibility to produce any and all resources he or she used for the paper when asked to produce such evidence.

2. Unauthorized Collaboration:
Any collaboration with another person, which has not been expressly allowed by the teacher or the Senior Project Advisory Committee.

a. On the project this includes, but is not limited to, any other person (the project consultant, a family member, etc.) producing work, which the student has committed to producing alone.  The student must take clear in the project proposal the nature of the work he or she will undertake and the nature of any work, which will be performed by others.  Project proposals must be followed; any change in project must be approved via a Project Revision Form submitted for approval.
b. In the paper this includes, but is not limited to, any person other than the student writing any portion of the paper.  The student must be able to demonstrate a clear progression from the research phase, to drafting, revising, and editing.  All editing suggestions by teachers, family members, tutors, or others must be made on hard-copy drafts of the paper.  It is the student’s responsibility to produce any and all intermediate drafts of the paper when asked.

3. Plagiarism:
Any intentional use of another’s ideas, words, or work as one’s own.  Plagiarism includes the misuse of published material and the work of other students.

a. On the project this includes presenting as a project or part of the project published or unpublished work by someone other than the student.  This includes but is not limited to, written work, photographs, artwork, graphs, charts, drawings, video and audiotape.

b. On the paper, this includes, but is not limited to, failing to cite the ideas or words of any source, as well as using all or part of another person’s paper, or representing this draft as an original text—previously submitted drafts are not permitted.

c. For the presentation this includes, but is not limited to, failing to acknowledge the sources of any information, words, or material borrowed or used by the students during the presentation.


Consequences for Academic Dishonesty on the Senior Project

1. Students suspected of academic dishonesty will be required to appear before the Senior Project Advisory Board and demonstrate the originality of all Senior Project work.

2. Students must be prepared to provide evidence of originality for all phases of the project :

· Demonstrating the stages involved in producing the project.
· Demonstrating completion of the project.
· Demonstrating a thorough understanding of the principles and processes involved in creating the project.

3. Students who commit academic dishonesty on any part of the project will fail the Senior Project graduation requirement and forfeit Global Studies and World Languages graduation in June.



Avoiding Academic Dishonesty

	Students who are having difficulty in completing their projects because of unforeseen obstacles should notify their teacher immediately in order to avoid the temptation to fabricate a project under pressure of the deadline.  Often a teacher will be able to redirect the student to a project, which the student will be able to complete.

	While writing the research paper, students must be diligent to meet all intermediate deadlines for notes and drafts of the paper to avoid the pressure of writing the paper at the last minute.  The student must save all notes and drafts of the paper.



	PARENTAL CONTRACT




PARENT AGREEMENT

As a Tallwood High School, Global Studies and World Languages Academy parent, I recognize all parts of the Senior Project are graduation requirements and intend to support my student throughout the process.

I understand the physical project must be a product or performance which takes at least 20 hours outside of class time to complete, and which challenges my son/daughter’s current skills and knowledge.  Additionally, I recognize I may obtain needed information via the Senior Project Manual.

I understand the Project Consultant may not be the student’s relative.

I fully understand this project selection decision is made independently of the staff and administration of Tallwood High School.  The project selection and approval is parent and student-centered. Final approval for the project is governed by the Senior Project Advisory Board.

Due to the importance of the Senior Project, submittal of a project without approval will result in a failure or forfeit of Global Studies and World Languages Graduation in June 2011.  Thus, if the project or consultant is altered or changed, a Project Revision Form must be submitted to the Global Connections teacher before any changes take place.


Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________   Date _________________

Day Phone ____________________          Evening Phone _________________________

Student Name ____________________________________________________________

Student Signature _________________________________     Date _________________

Student E-mail ___________________________________










	CONSULTANT CONTRACT



CONSULTANT CONTRACT

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________

Dear Prospective Senior Project Consultant:

To satisfy the requirements for Tallwood High School’s Global Studies and World Languages Academy Senior Project, each senior must complete a project challenging the student and requires 20 hours to complete.  The student must create a product or performance that is related to a global culture and/or issue.

In order to carry out this project, the student needs a project consultant, someone from the school or community with interest, time and expertise to help the student complete the project.  Project consultants have the unique opportunity to help a student in a very meaningful learning experience.

Please read the list below to be sure you qualify as a project consultant, and you are willing to undertake this service for the student named above.

The Project Consultant:
· Must be an adult, 21 years or older.
· Must not be a student’s relative.
· Must be knowledgeable in the field the student has chosen.
· Must be willing to oversee 20 hours or more of student’s work on the project via personal, phone, or email contact.
· Must be willing to sign this contract explaining the roles and responsibilities of the student and consultant after reviewing project proposal and clarifying project with the student.
· Must be willing to sign a log of student’s hours, progress reports or discuss student’s hours via phone interview.
· Must be willing to write an evaluation of the student’s project upon completion with forms provided.
· Consultants may act as an actual instructor or supervisor, depending on the project.
· Consultants are not required to or responsible for helping the student with the paper or presentation.

If you are willing to act as the student’s project consultant, please read and discuss with the student his/her project description, explanation of personal challenge, and rough outline of the project.  The student is responsible for meeting all deadlines and completing the project.  The student should inform you of those deadlines and establish a schedule of meetings with you.

If you do not feel the student has met the discussed expectations, you may refuse to sign off on this project.  If this situation occurs, students will be required to meet with the Global Connections Seminar teacher to discuss the completion of this project or possibly proposing a new project opting for a summer graduation date.

To help us ensure the student has an appropriate project consultant, please provide the information requested at the end of this contract.  Tallwood High School thanks you for your time and interest in our students.  You may email earl.demott@vbschools.com
with any questions about the project.

	To the Project Consultant: Please provide the information requested and sign on the appropriate line below.



Name _______________________________________ Phone (Day) ________________

Business/Organization __________________________ Phone (Evening) ____________

Address ______________________________________Email _____________________


Would you be willing to advise other students in the same area?      YES        NO

Please explain your qualifications in the project area to help this student:

What will be your role, your contribution to the student’s Senior Project?

I have discussed the project proposal with the student.  The project seems to meet the requirements, and agree to act as this student’s project consultant.  I affirm that I am not a member of the student’s family.

______________________________________________Date______________________
             (Project Consultant Signature)                                             

I understand as the student, I am responsible for meeting all deadlines, for meeting regularly with my Project Consultant, and for completing the Senior Project.  I understand my Project Consultant will help me with the project phase and is not responsible for helping me with my paper or my presentation.


_______________________________________________Date____________________
                          (Student Signature)


Class Expectations

Welcome to Senior Year and to the Global Connections class with the Global Studies and World Languages Academy. I ask that all students review the form below and sign it.  Unlike other classes, however, it is impossible for all the details of the class to be succinctly summarized in a page or two.  Students, therefore, should be aware of the details contained in the Global Connections Manual should they have questions.

Below is a short list of items not covered in detail in the manual and should be adhered to at all times.

Contact Information
School: 1668 Kempsville Rd., 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464
Phone: 757-648-5700		
Fax: 757-648-
Coordinator: Ms. Rebecca Gurley (Rebecca.gurley@vbschools.com) 

Department Head: Ms. Susan Motley (Susan.motley@vbschools.com)

Teacher: Mr. Earl DeMott (earl.demott@vbschools.com)

Conduct:  
It is assumed that all members of class will at the time of graduation be legal adults, or nearly so.  Therefore, students are given the due respect of adults and are expected to behave in an adult manner.  Please note that all school rules apply in this course and there students should review these regulations in their school planner if they have any concerns.

Due to the fact that so much of this course involves community mentorship and/or community contact, students are expected to conduct themselves as representatives of Tallwood High School.  What this means in practice is, of course, the normal good behavior Tallwood students are known for, as well as a professional demeanor in all contact with the local and international community.  In a very real way, the building up of the Global Connections course from one year to the next is in the hands of this year’s class.  In other words, positive impressions travel far; but negative ones have a tendency to remain.  Students are expected to do their best to create and maintain a positive image.

Professional demeanor includes the following: professional dress at events, follow through on promises made (or at least a timely communication if the promise cannot be met), high quality projects/products when events occur, consistency in work habits (i.e. not waiting for the last minute to begin), consistency in contact with the mentor (including confirmation emails, etc.), and logging and/or collecting of evidence of the process involved in implementing the assignments of this course.

Materials and use of materials:  Students should have the ability to take notes in the class, be it in the form of pen and paper or via an electronic device (e.g. voice recorder, personal laptops-although school laptops should be available). 
 They should also be able to save work done in class, so I suggest on top of Sharepoint, each student should have a flashdrive to save their work.  

 Students are expected to be prepared daily with the appropriate material for their individualized projects (e.g. if a student is creating a documentary, they should have a camcorder readily available on days of the shoot).   
The school is prepared to provide some technology based on the needs of the project, including camcorders, flip camera, specialized software for the computers, etc.
All school material is to be checked out through the teacher and returned before a final grade will be given.  Students should report any damage to equipment as soon as it is discovered.

Work Periods
A great deal of the class is dependent upon individual work and therefore, it is imperative that students make best use of class time during work periods and keep in mind upcoming due dates as detailed in the scoring and grading section.  In short, students should not save work time for home.
This manual is considered the “textbook” for class and students should have it readily available either in paper or electronic form (Please note checklist below).

Mature Issues and Content

Due to the nature of this course, many topics may concern mature issues.  There is a great deal of independent study involved in this course and students are expected to approach mature material with mature sensibilities.  Mature material covered in this course, however, should not be gratuitous in nature, and should only be included for the betterment of research and understanding.
There will be occasional guest speakers, experts in their field, and students are expected to fully participate in notetaking and discussions during these presentations.

Specialized Issues
Graduation
As the final seminar course towards graduation as a member of the Academy, students should be mindful of their current grade in the Global Connections Seminar course.  A “grade book” has been provided for students in this manual, with full explanations of due dates and expectations.  As this course is a requirement of the academy, and there is no chance for a repeated session, students are advised to regularly record their grades and share the results with their parents.  Should a student be in jeopardy of failing, it is critical to intervene at the earliest moment.  Communication among student, parent, teacher, and administration is welcome and meetings may be set up easily with an email or a phone call.
Academy Announcements
As the Global Connections Seminar has all senior academy students, many times announcements will be made in class regarding upcoming events, status of requirements, trips, etc.  Students should be aware of announcements made in class by referring to the class bulletin board.

Community Service and other Academy Requirements
Students should be certain that all academy requirements (such as community service requirements) are met at the scheduled time. From time to time, students may be taken out of class by administration to take care of academy requirements, or in special cases, there may be visits in the classroom regarding these requirements.

Events
To the best of their ability, students are to attend events organized for class.  These include the Global Scholars Evening held at the Virginia Beach Higher Education Center, as well as the Cord Ceremony held at the end of the year.  At the earliest convenience, students are asked to inform the teacher and/or administration if they are unable to be in attendance.

Additionally, students are encouraged to assist and attend other student projects come into fruition. Depending upon the project, there may be some community service and/or cultural events points available.

Media Coverage
There are a great deal of great ideas that evolve from the Global Connections class and we would like to make sure that the greatest amount of people hear about our fundraising, awareness raising, community service orientated, international projects.  In order to do this in the most professional manner, we have a media liaison stationed at Tallwood. If planned to have media coverage, we ask that students pass on any relevant information through our media liaison.  If there is an impromptu interview, or any other unplanned coverage, either through more traditional forms of TV or radio, or through other means (e.g. internet, blogging, ezines, videoconferencing, etc.), we would also like to hear about it and ask that students share it with the media liaison.  All students should keep in mind the professional demeanor discussed earlier regarding being a representative of Tallwood High School’s Global Studies and World Languages Academy.

Specialize Forms
Students are asked to adhere to the rules regarding forms necessary to complete projects at Tallwood (if applicable), including (among others) the building use for and the SAC fundraising form.  Should a teacher sponsor be necessary, students are asked to be aware that a teacher may need to fill out a professional leave form (depending upon the event) and will need ample time to submit and receive approval for professional leave.  To reduce the chance for mishap, students are to fill out and receive signed permission (with all the appropriate forms) during the proposal stage of the Senior Project.
 
Portfolio 
Students will be expected to have a Portfolio which is “Exit Interview” ready.
All student Portfolios, being a culmination of their Academy experience must include the following:
-Updated resume
-Current letters of reference
-Documentation of certificates verifying language proficiency and/or cultural experiences
-Four exemplar iceberg model submissions
-Interview with an expert
-An overview of the Senior Project
-Completed Community Service hours, as required

Moreover, students should have representative documents that display growth and/or mastery in each of the subsections of the Portfolio.

Students should “clean out” the Portfolio so that the overall product does the following:
-Shows exemplar work from each of the seminar courses, each of the languages studied, and optionally the electives
-Shows growth as a global scholar
-Shows updated versions of documents and discards defunct documentation
-Has documentation in each of the subsections of the Portfolio (see Portfolio section in this manual for specifics)
-Is neat and presentable (typed documentation, free of grammatical / spelling errors, etc.)

Finally, students should be prepared for an “Exit Interview” regarding justifying the contents in relationship to the student’s individual goals.

Checklist to Complete
Please complete the following activities so that you may gain a familiarity with the Manual and the class as a whole.  A checklist has been provided for you below:
____ 1. Create an online Sharepoint folder system including the following folders (students familiar with OneNote may opt to use this program as well.  Due to the 
capabilities of the school, however, students using home computers or technology 
not in common use by the school should be aware of the limitations when 
submitting work.  For these students, a test run is advisable.)
Folder: Block 3B J. Doe Global Connections Manual (full manual in this folder)
			Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe September Submissions
			Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe October Submissions 
			Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe  November Submissions
Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe December Submissions
			Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe January Submissions 
Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe February Submissions 
Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe March Submissions 
Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe April Submissions 
Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe May Submissions
Subfolder: Block 3B J. Doe June Submissions
Students may wish to subdivide the manual so that the sections match the subfolders, however, I would advise students to keep a full undisturbed copy at hand as well.
This online Sharepoint folder system is to be used as a backup, and students should note that assignments are counted only if submitted into the teacher’s inbox. It is advisable to submit a second copy (for your records) into the created folder in your sharepoint inbox.  Should there be a discrepancy in submissions, Sharepoint “datestamps” the submissions as this backup system should allow the teacher to check the student’s inbox for submission.
In the case of technical difficulties with sharepoint, students may email assignments to the teacher or save the assignment on a flashdrive to submit on the teacher’s computer.  These situations should only be used in emergencies however, and students should make every effort to use the sharepoint system.  Students are expected to do their best to communicate any other type of submission than one that is Sharepointed.
All assignments should use the following format: 
Block, First initial, Last Name, Assignment Title

____ 2. Your Contact information
	-please fill out the lines on the front cover of this manual.

____ 3. Required Forms
 	-please fill out all the required forms in the Appendices section
-place these forms in your subfolder on Sharepoint listed as Appendices.  Should there be a situation where you cannot obtain a signed copy (e.g. mentor is out of the country), an email stating that the signees have read, understand and accept the content of the contract will be accepted as a signature. This email should be filed in this folder next to the required form. 
Please note, there is no need to submit a paper copy to the teacher, nor is there a need to submit this assignment into the teacher’s inbox.  All forms, however, should be readily available in the student’s sharepoint folder.

____  4.Review the following
-Grading policy (in the beginning of the Scoring a Grading Section).  Note that this course will follow Virginia Beach’s grading scale.
	-Late work policy (in the same section above)
-Academic Honesty form (in Required forms) as plagiarism will be grounds for disciplinary action. 

_____ 5.Sign below and/or attach email message as described in point 3 above.


___________________________________________________     __________________
Student’s name							date


___________________________________________________   ___________________
Parent’s name							          date
[bookmark: AP2Readings] (
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[bookmark: AP2PortfolioReadings]Tips for Writing Your Way
 Into Your Top Choice School 
By Allen Grove, About.com Guide 
 Nearly all colleges rate application essays as either important or very important in their admissions process. A poorly executed essay can cause a stellar student to get rejected. On the flip side, exceptional application essays can help students with marginal scores get into the schools of their dreams. The tips below will help you win big with your essay. Also be sure to check out these tips for the six personal essay options on the common application and the sample essays.
Avoid the List 
Many college applicants make the mistake of trying to include all of their accomplishments and activities in their application essays. Such essays read like what they are: tedious lists. Other parts of the application provide plenty of space for you to list extracurricular activities, so save your lists for the places where they belong. 
 (
AP2
)The most engaging and compelling essays tell a story and have a clear focus. Through carefully chosen detail, your writing should reveal your passions and expose your personality. A thoughtful and detailed narration of a difficult time in your life tells far more about you than a list of competitions won and honors achieved. Your grades and scores show that you’re smart. Use your essay to show that you’re thoughtful and mature, that your personality has depth. 
A Touch of Humor (but just a touch) 
While it's important to be thoughtful and mature, you don't want your college application essay to be too heavy. Try to lighten up the essay with a clever metaphor, a well-placed witticism, or a little self-deprecating humor. But don't overdo it. The essay that is filled with bad puns or off-color jokes will often end up in the rejection pile. Also, humor isn't a substitute for substance. Your primary task is to answer the essay prompt thoughtfully; the smile you bring to your reader's lips is just a bonus (and a tear can sometimes be effective too). Many students have been rejected for failing to take the prompt seriously and writing essays that end up being more foolish than clever. 
Tone, Tone, Tone 
Not just humor, but the overall tone of your application essay is remarkably important. It's also difficult to get right. When you are asked to write about your accomplishments, those 750 words on how great you are can make you sound like a braggart. Be careful to balance your pride in your achievements with humility and generosity towards others. You also want to avoid sounding like a whiner -- use your essay to show off your skills, not to explain the injustices that lead to your low math score or failure to graduate #1 in your class. 
Reveal Your Character 
Along with the essay, most colleges rate "character and personal qualities" as extremely important in their admissions decisions. Your character shows up in three places on the application: the interview (if you have one), your involvement in extracurricular activities, and your essay. Of the three, the essay is the most immediate and illuminating to the admissions folks as they read through thousands of applications. Remember, colleges aren’t looking solely for straight "A"s and high SAT scores. They are looking for good citizens for their campus communities. 
Mechanics Matter 
Grammatical problems, punctuation errors, and spelling mistakes can hurt your chance of being accepted. When excessive, these errors are distracting and make your application essay difficult to understand. Even a few errors, however, can be a strike against you. They show a lack of care and quality control in your written work, and your success in college partly depends upon strong writing skills. 
If English isn't your greatest strength, seek help. Ask a favorite teacher to go over the essay with you, or find a friend with strong editorial skills. If you can't find expert help, there are many on-line essay services that can provide a careful critique of your writing. 







Guidelines for Writing a College Application Essay (Abridged)
From College Planning for Gifted Students (2nd ed.) Sandra Berger, 1994, p. 105

1. Write several short essays. Write about what you do in school and what you do outside of school…Be specific. For example you might write about
-Your most important learning experience.
-Your favorite academic class and / or teacher.
-The rise and fall of your science fair project.
-The trials and rewards of your work on a school publication.
-Your selection as captain of the football team.
-Your lack of athletic prowess.
-Your work as a clerk at a discount store.
-Your experience in the fast food industry.
-A volunteer experience.
2. Try to write about yourself in at least three different settings so that you can see yourself from several angles.  List all of the adjectives you would use to describe yourself in each of these settings.
3. Define your characteristics. Ask yourself:
-What outstanding characteristic or cluster of characteristics crop up in my writing?
-Am I dependable, with good working habits?
-Am I creative, with a good sense of humor?
-Am I a person of contradictions?
4. Examine the question you are expected to answer.
-Decide exactly what the question asks.
-Decide which characteristics should be included in your answer.
-Decide which example(s) should be included in your answer.
5. Write your answer.
6. Examine your answer. Try answering the following questions:
-Did my essay really answer the question? Could this essay only have been written by me? (If no, then examine ways your essay can reflect you better)
-Does this essay include concrete examples to illustrate my point(s)?
-Is this essay interesting enough to allow the reader to focus on it after reading many other essays? (Caution: Make your essay interesting, as opposed to strange or bizarre. For example, change the pacing and relate abstract concepts to concrete examples.)
7. Revise your answer. You may need several revisions to make it an interesting essay that employs concrete examples and is reflective of you.
8. Edit your answer, checking for errors.  Have someone you trust look over it.
9. Type your essay. Typed essays are usually more highly rated than handwritten ones.
10. Mail your application, being sure to include all the material requested.
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)Truer to Ourselves: 
Rethinking US-Israeli Policy 
by Kellan Schmelz

During the Obama Administration's recent spat with Israel over the latter's building of a new settlement on traditionally Palestinian land, the generally close relationship between the two nations seemed to shift gears. Since Harry Truman's recognition of Israel in 1948, Israel has enjoyed a level of support from the United States that surpasses that of any other nation, both politically and economically [1]; while many Presidents have disagreed with Israel, few have ever been willing to do so in a way that might appear to threaten this relationship [2]. As Benjamin Netanyahu frequently complained during the crisis, no administration has ever directly pressured Israel to halt the building of settlements on Palestinian land [3], as the Obama Administration repeatedly did throughout the recent political firestorm, or outright demand the establishment of a Palestinian state, as Obama reportedly did. Particularly after eight years of an unabashedly pro-Israeli Bush administration, it is refreshing to have a President who seemingly gets it: a voice in the White House willing to buck past alliances and demand that Israel show accountability and respect human rights. 
The Administration faltered, however, when it came to the rhetoric they employed with regards to Israel. For all the Administration's appearances of bucking the unnaturally close American-Israeli relationship, it refused to drop the old talking point that the United States' values justify a close relationship with Israel. Just days after berating Prime Minister Netanyahu about settlements over the phone for 45 minutes [4], Secretary Hillary Clinton stood before AIPAC and praised America and Israel's "values of freedom, equality, democracy, the right to live free from fear, and our common aspirations for a future of peace, security and prosperity" [5] It's a classic line, one that implies that supporting Israel is an American thing to do, so to speak. 
What if it isn't true, though? What if supporting Israel so egregiously is actually inherently UN-American? 
It is a question worth asking. One issue lies with doublethink on the part of the Obama Administration. Why would the administration claim that American values mandate an uneven hand in Israel's favor while moving towards policies that are quite the opposite? The larger issue at hand, rests on the fact that the US was founded on the specific values; values that articulate what the United States stands for, and what actions it will and will not take. These values are enumerated in the Constitution and Bill of Rights. One might argue that the amendment process undermines the concept of "American values", but even the very existence itself is rooted in the principle of protecting Man's rights from tyranny. In all affairs, the United States must seek to uphold these values—even in affairs that primarily affect foreign citizens. To not do so would be a blow to the constitution, and effectively commit high treason. 
Hillary's examples of "values" are trite buzzwords. When one looks to the Founders and their own various beliefs about their fledgling nation's role in the world, namely regarding democracy, tyranny, and foreign alliances, the evidence suggests that the United States has been committing high treason for some time. 
The Founders, while wary of the idea of Democracy [6], did believe in a government that would accurately reflect the general will of the people. Thomas Jefferson in particular wrote of his longing for a government in which "the will of the people [would] be an effective ingredient" [7], and wrote in the Declaration of Independence of a government derived from "consent of the governed". Such values can be found in the Constitution's establishment of one elected legislative body and an elected President. The US has failed to live up to this value in regards to Israel. Despite near unanimous support in Congress for an egregiously close Israeli friendship, the American people are less unilateral on the issue: most opinion polls show Americans divided between Israeli and Palestinian sympathies, with a great number of undecideds [8]. The common explanation of this points to two groups, lobbies such as AIPAC and the Christian Right, and their respective influence on Congress. One AIPAC representative once boasted his organization "could have the signatures of seventy senators on [a] napkin" in twenty-four hours [9], while Jerry Falwell, who once said "to stand against Israel is to stand against God", was noted for his Moral Majority's influence in persuading Congressmen [10]. Through heavy lobbying, those two factions seem to have goaded Congress into its vast level of support for Israel, and in doing so have led Congress down a path that does not reflect the will of the people. 
The Founders would take further issues with the nature of the US-Israeli alliance. The US Constitution, with its two-thirds majority needed to pass treaties and Congressional approval needed to declare war, was clearly influenced by the desire of the Founders for a government that avoid foreign affairs. The United States has turned its back on this, having fallen instead into what Thomas Jefferson called "entangling alliances" [11] and George Washington warned against in his farewell address. One only has to look at Washington's warnings to know what makes it an entangling alliance. Washington warned that alliances would bring the United States into wars it had no real interest in beyond defending it's ally [12]. Such a prediction is proven every time Israel launches an offense into Gaza with the political support of the United States Congress, or exacts what has been called "collective punishment" on Gaza with military equipment purchased from the United States [13]. Washington goes on to stress that permanent alliances lead to poor relations with other nations, who would feel slighted by their exclusion from the alliance [14]. Gen. David Petraeus outlined this in his recent testimony to US Congress, during which he implied that this country's reputation of being Israel's ally "limits the depth and strength of partnerships with governments and people [in the Middle East]" [15]. Washington's warnings have become prophecy today. 
The Founders were also unilaterally opposed to tyranny from any government, much less their own. As Bernard Bailyn of Harvard University points out, the American Revolution itself was fought out of a genuine fear that the British intended to establish a tyrannical state in the Colonies to erode the Colonists' rights [16], while the drafting of the Constitution was marked by attempts to write out any policies that might gear the nation towards tyranny—the demand of some delegates for a King was quickly shot down [17]. Naturally, it would follow that the US would extend this opposition to tyranny to its foreign dealings. In regard to Israel in recent years, it has not. It has largely refused to comment on Israel's institution of an apartheid-like state instituted against the Palestinians in the West Bank, complete with the erosion of legal rights, separate roads to drive on, and reduced access to land [18]. During Israel's disproportionate siege of the Gaza Strip that murdered thousands of Palestinian citizens—often using questionable methods, Congress issued a resolution defending Israel's "right to defend itself' [19]. When the Goldstone Report, alleging human rights violations on both the Palestinian and Israeli side, was issued by the UN Human Rights council, Congress issued another resolution denouncing it [20]. And until recently, the US has tacitly approved of Israel's policies of demolishing Palestinian homes to build Jewish neighborhoods and building in traditional Palestinian zones [21]. Israel, for all intents and purposes, has become a tyrant to its Palestinian counterparts; despite this, the US continues to give Israel exorbitant amounts of military and economic aid, arguably perpetuating such tyranny. The US has lapsed into supporting the kind of tyranny abroad our forefathers fought against at home. 
The values argument simply no longer holds. It is enough of a doublethink for the administration to orchestrate a paradigm shift with Israel while claiming that American values mandate an uneven-handed US-Israel relationship. Even the latter claim, though, just seems ludicrous in light of the evidence. Obama is not perfect on Israel; in particular, he seems unlikely to abandon the old line about "unbreakable" bonds anytime soon. But he ought to. Changes in any policy must be backed up by changes in rhetoric. In this case, the policy change is there; the United States appears to be treating Israel with an even hand, and rightly so. Now is the time for the change in rhettoric: if the US hopes to reclaim its values in regards to Israel, the "unbreakable" line must be dropped. 


 (
From Touchstones Readings, pp.99-101
For the Arts/Design Cohort
)Forum on Art and Literature 
By Mao Tse Tung

All art, literature, and thought represent the interests of some class in society. Indeed, there exist literature and art which are for the exploiters and oppressors. Feudal literature and art are literature and art for the landlord class. Such were the literature and art of the ruling class in China’s feudal era. To this day such literature and art still have considerable influence in China. Literature and art for the middle class, the bourgeoisie, are bourgeois literature and art. People like the writer Liang always talk about literature and art as being above the political and social conflicts of a society. But, in fact, they uphold the literature and art of the middle class, and oppose proletarian, that is, worker, literature and art. Then there is the literature and art which exist to serve the imperialists. This we call traitor literature and art.

With us, literature and at are for the people, not for any of the above groups. We have said that China’s new culture at the present stage is an anti-imperialist, anti-feudal culture of the masses of the people under the leadership of the proletariat.  Today, anything that is truly of the masses must necessarily be led by the most advanced workers.  Whatever is under the leadership of the middle class property owner, the bourgeois, cannot possibly be for the masses. Naturally, the same applies to the new literature and art which are part of our new culture. We should take over the rich legacy and the good traditions in literature and art that have been handed down from past ages in China and foreign countries, but the aim of our art must still be to serve the masses of the people.  Nor do we refuse to use the literary and artistic forms of the past.  In our hands these old forms, remodeled and infused with new content, also become something revolutionary in the service of the people.

Who then, are the masses of the people? The greatest portion of the people, constituting more than 90 per cent of our total population, are the factory workers, farm laborers, and peasants, soldiers and owners of small businesses. Therefore, our literature and art are first for the workers, the lass that leads the revolution. Secondly, they are for the farm workers and peasants, the most numerous and most steadfast of our allies in the revolution.

Our literature and art workers must accomplish this task and alter their viewpoint. They must give up the idea that art and thought go beyond and are outside of political concerns. They must gradually move their feet over to the side of the workers, peasants and soldiers, to the side of the proletariat, through the process of going into their very midst and into the thick of practical struggles, and through the process of studying Marxism and society. Only in this way can we have a literature and art that are truly for the workers, peasants, and soldiers-truly proletarian literature and art.

Man’s social life is the only source of literature and art and is incomparably livelier and richer in content. But the people are not satisfied with life alone and demand literature and art as well. Why? Because, while both are beautiful, life as reflected in works of literature and art can and ought to be on a higher plane, more intense, more concentrated, more typical, nearer the ideal, and therefore more universal than actual everyday life. Revolutionary literature and art would create a variety of characters out of real life, and help the masses to propel history forward. For example, there is suffering from hunger, cold and oppression on the one hand, and exploitation and oppression of man by man on the other. These facts exist everywhere and people look upon them as the contradictions and struggles within them and produce works which awaken the masses. These works fire the masses with enthusiasm, and impel them to unite and struggle to transform their environment. Withoug such literature and art, our political and social task could not be fulfilled, or at least not so effectively and speedily. Through the creative labor of revolutionary writers and artists, the raw materials found in the life of the people are shaped into the ideological form of literature and art serving the masses of the people . All our literature and art, whether more advanced or elementary, are for the masses of the people. In the first place, they exist for the workers, peasants and soldiers. All our works of art are created for the workers, peasants, and soldiers and are for their use.

Is this attitude of ours utilitarian? That is, is this attitude of ours simply one which makes all questions of art and thought an issue of social usefulness? We materialists do not oppose utilitarianism in general but only the utilitarianism of the feudal, bourgeois and petty-bourgeois classes. We oppose those hypocrites who attack utilitarianism in words but in deeds embrace the most selfish and shortsighted utilitarianism. They speak of art and thought as pure and above the worldly concerns of society, but all of their writing protects and supports the material interests of their own class. There is no “ism” in the world that goes beyond considerations of utility in art and thought. In a class society there can be only the utilitarianism of this or that class. We are proletarian revolutionary utilitarians, and take as our point of departure the unity of the present and future interests of the broadest masses, who constitute over 90 percent of the population. Therefore, we are revolutionary utilitarians aiming for the broadest and the most long-range objectives. WE are not narrow utilitarians concerned only with the partial and the immediate. If, for instance, you blame the masses for their utilitarianism and yet for your own utility, or that of a small group, force on the market and propagandize among the masses a work which pleases only the few but is useless or revealing your own lack of self-knowledge. A poem, novel, or painting is good only when it brings real benefit to the masses of the people. Your work may be as beautiful a poem as “The Spring Snow” but if for the time being it appeals only to the few, and the masses are still singing crude works like the “Song of the Rural Poor,” you will get nowhere by simply scolding them. Instead, you must work to raise their level of understanding and enjoyment. The question is to bring about a unity between “The Spring Snow” and the “Song of the Rural Poor,” between higher standards and popularization. Without such a unity, the highest art of any artist cannot help being simply for the political and social use of a small self-interested group. You may call this art “pure and lofty” but that is merely your own name for it which the masses will not accept.


 (
Jonathan Kozol, Savage Inequalities Children in America’s Schools, 1991 pp 42-45
To use for Education/Awareness Cohort
)Abridged from Chapter 2: 
Other People’s Children

Between 1960 and 1970, as the last white families left the neighborhood, North Lawndale lost three quarters of its businesses, one quarter of its jobs.  In the next ten years, 80 percent of the remaining jobs in manufacturing were lost.
“People carry a lot of crosses here,” says Reverend Jim Wolff, who directs a mission church not far from one of the deserted factories.  As the factories have moved out, the street gangs have moved in. The Vice Lords, the Disciples, and the Latin Kings have, in a sense, replaced Sears Roebuck, International Harvester, Sunbeam and Western Electric.

He stops the car next to a weed-choked lot close to the corner of Sixteenth and Hamlin. “Dr. King,” he says, “lived on this corner.”  There is no memorial. The city, I later learn, flattened the building after Dr. King moved out.  A menacing group of teen-age boys is standing on the corner of the lot where Dr. King lived with his family.   “Dr. King once said he had met his match here in Chicago. He said that he faced more bigotry and hatred here than anywhere he’d been in the Deep South. Now he’s gone.  The weeds have overgrown his memory.  I sometimes wonder if the kids who spend their lives out on that corner would be shocked, or even interested, to know that he had lived there once.  If you told them, I suspect you’d get a shrug at most…”

On a clear October day in 1990, the voices of children in the first-floor hallway of the Mary McLeod Bethune School  are as bright and optimistic as the voices of small children anywhere.  The school, whose students are among the poorest in the city, serves one of the neighborhoods in which the infant death rate is particularly high. Nearly 1,000 infants die within these very poor Chicago neighborhoods each year. An additional 3,000 infants are delivered with brain damage or with other forms of neurological impairment.

When the children lie down on the floor to have their naps, I sit and watch their movements and their breathing. A few fall asleep at once, but others are restless.  The teacher is not particularly gentle. She snaps at the ones who squirm around—“Relax!” and “Sleep!”—and forces down their arms and knees. The room is sparse: a large and clean but rather cheerless space. There are very few of those manipulable objects and bright-colored shelves and boxes that adorn suburban kindergarten classrooms.  The only decorations on the walls are posters supplied by companies that market school materials: “Winter,” “Spring,” “Summer,” “Autumn,” “Zoo Animals,” “Community Helpers.”  Nothing the children or teacher made themselves.

After 30 minutes pass, the teacher tells the children to sit up.  In a somewhat mechanical way, the teacher lifts a picture book of Mother Goose and flips the pages as the children sit before her on the rug.  “Mary had a little lamb, its fleece was white as snow…The children recite the verses with her as she turns the pages.  She’s not very warm or animated, but the children are obedient. The book looks worn and old, as if the teacher’s used it many, many years, and shows no signs of adaptation to the race of the black children in the school. Mary is white. Old Mother Hubbard is white. Jack is white. Jill is white. Only Mother Hubbard’s dog is black. 
 (
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)
The Thesis of Linguistic Determinism
Carl H. Flygt


The thesis of linguistic determinism is the idea that nothing is available to human consciousness outside its capacity to apply words to it. A possible experience is what it is solely in virtue of its being represented in language. If it has no such representation, it doesn’t exist. A person devoid of the means to express an idea is devoid of that idea.
 
[bookmark: _ftnref1]The thesis was adduced with systematic force by Benjamin Lee Whorf (1897-1941), a linguist with specialization in Mesoamerican languages and Hopi. Whorf asks whether the concepts of space, time and substance are given in the same form to all human beings, or whether they and their concomitant experiences are conditioned by the structure of the languages they speak. In the same vein he asks whether there are traceable affinities between cultural and behavioral norms and large-scale linguistic patterns. In other words, Whorf asks whether human consciousness might not contain some evolutionary and perhaps even morphological divergences among different language groups with respect to material reality as it is experienced. Then he asks whether such divergences can be traced with linguistic analysis.
 
[bookmark: _ftnref2]Whorf does indeed find differences in the structure of the categorical concept of time between Hopi language and what he calls Standard Average European usage (SAE), which treats time according to a spatial imagination. For the user of SAE, time is conceived and experienced on a linear metaphor that is “patterned on the outer world.” A space of ten days, for example, is a cyclic pattern in time conceived and experienced as a mentally constructed group, as an “imaginary plural.” This pattern has none of the objective reality of, for example, an aggregate of ten books, but it is treated by users of SAE with the same linguistic pattern. For the speaker of SAE, cyclicity brings the conscious response of imaginary plurals, even though the likeness of cyclicity to aggregates is not given by experience prior to language. 
 
The Hopi language, which developed in an arid environment in a culture with no economic surplus, neither reflects nor allows this imaginative convention. For the Hopi, the subjective sense of “becoming later,” which for Whorf is the “essence of time,” dominates the entire conception and the entire experience of this fundamental conceptual category. Hopi language applies plurals and cardinals only to entities such as physical objects that can form an objective group. An expression such as “ten days” is not used, and thus presumably is neither conceived nor experienced. For the Hopi, nothing cloaks the subjective “becoming later,” which is the universal essence of time. Consequently, Hopi culture demonstrates neither historical progress nor material sophistication; at the same time, it supports a tremendous sophistication toward cosmic and occult signs and experiences, and an ontological depth that the user of SAE is challenged to follow.
Other examples of the material difference between use under SAE and under Hopi are adduced, including differences in the way mass nouns are used in SAE to conceptualize materials or in the way imaginative nouns are used to conceptualize phases of cycles, neither of which occur in Hopi. These differences and others are reflected in habitual thought and habitual behavior in the two cultures, and the differences of thought and behavior are reflected in institutional differences between them. Whether a commercialized culture based on time-prorata values (wages, rent, credit, interest, depreciation, insurance) could have developed under the Hopi’s linguistic handling of time and substance seems quite improbable, and certainly the Hopi way of life would be disrupted by increased infiltration of SAE language use and cultural practice. 
 
But which comes first, language patterns or cultural norms?
[bookmark: _ftnref3]The theory of linguistic determinism holds that “language is the factor that limits plasticity and rigidifies channels of development in the more autocratic way.” This is because language is a system, and not just an assemblage of norms. It is the factor which, because it is systematic, changes more slowly. Cultural innovation can occur with comparative quickness; linguistic treatment of the Kantian categories, once established, cannot change quickly because it is tied systematically to everything else in language, cultural usage and individual self-consciousness. For the linguistic determinist, the limits of language are the limits of the world.
 
 (
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)Economy vs. Environment 
By David Owen (The New Yorker)
 March 30, 2009 

The week before last, twenty-five hundred delegates, from more than seventy countries, met in Copenhagen to prepare for the United Nations Climate Change Conference, which will take place there in December and will produce a successor to the Kyoto Protocol, which was adopted in 1992 and will expire in 2012. The speakers in Copenhagen were united by a sense of urgency—and for good reason, given the poor record of most participating countries in meeting their Kyoto targets for reducing the emission of greenhouse gases.
So far, the most effective way for a Kyoto signatory to cut its carbon output has been to suffer a well-timed industrial implosion, as Russia did after the collapse of the Soviet Union, in 1991. The Kyoto benchmark year is 1990, when the smokestacks of the Soviet military-industrial complex were still blackening the skies, so when Vladimir Putin ratified the protocol, in 2004, Russia was already certain to meet its goal for 2012. The countries with the best emissions-reduction records—Ukraine, Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, and the Czech Republic—were all parts of the Soviet empire and therefore look good for the same reason.
The United States didn’t ratify the Kyoto Protocol, but Canada did, and its experience is suggestive because its economy and per-capita oil consumption are similar to ours. Its Kyoto target is a six-per-cent reduction from 1990 levels. By 2006, however, despite the expenditure of billions of dollars on climate initiatives, its greenhouse-gas output had increased to a hundred and twenty-two per cent of the goal, and the environment minister described the Kyoto target as “impossible.”
The explanation for Canada’s difficulties isn’t complicated: the world’s principal source of man-made greenhouse gases has always been prosperity. The recession makes that relationship easy to see: shuttered factories don’t spew carbon dioxide; the unemployed drive fewer miles and turn down their furnaces, air-conditioners, and swimming-pool heaters; struggling corporations and families cut back on air travel; even affluent people buy less throwaway junk. Gasoline consumption in the United States fell almost six per cent in 2008. That was the result not of a sudden greening of the American consciousness but of the rapid rise in the price of oil during the first half of the year, followed by the full efflorescence of the current economic mess.
The world’s financial and energy crises are connected, and they are similar because credit and fossil fuels are forms of leverage: oil, coal, and natural gas are multipliers of labor in much the same way that credit is a multiplier of wealth. Human history is the history of our ascent up what the naturalist Loren Eiseley called “the heat ladder”: coal bested firewood as an amplifier of productivity, and oil and natural gas bested coal. Fossil fuels have enabled us to leverage the strength of our bodies, and we are borrowing against the world’s dwindling store of inexpensive energy in the same way that we borrowed against the illusory equity in our homes. Moreover, American dependence on fossil fuels isn’t going to end any time soon: solar panels and wind turbines provided only about a half per cent of total U.S. energy consumption in 2007, and they don’t work when the sun isn’t shining or the wind isn’t blowing. Replacing oil is going to require more than determination. 
The environmental benefits of economic decline, though real, are fragile, because they are vulnerable to intervention by governments, which, understandably, want to put people back to work and get them buying non-necessities again—through programs intended to revive ordinary consumer spending (which has a big carbon footprint), and through public-investment projects to build new roads and airports (ditto). Our best intentions regarding conservation and carbon reduction inevitably run up against the realities of foreclosure and bankruptcy and unemployment. How do we persuade people to drive less—an environmental necessity—while also encouraging them to revive our staggering economy by buying new cars?
The popular answer—switch to hybrids—leaves the fundamental problem unaddressed. Increasing the fuel efficiency of a car is mathematically indistinguishable from lowering the price of its fuel; it’s just fiddling with the other side of the equation. If doubling the cost of gas gives drivers an environmentally valuable incentive to drive less—the recent oil-price spike pushed down consumption and vehicle miles travelled, stimulated investment in renewable energy, increased public transit ridership, and killed the Hummer—then doubling the efficiency of cars makes that incentive disappear. Getting more miles to the gallon is of no benefit to the environment if it leads to an increase in driving—and the response of drivers to decreases in the cost of driving is to drive more. Increases in fuel efficiency could be bad for the environment unless they’re accompanied by powerful disincentives that force drivers to find alternatives to hundred-mile commutes. And a national carbon policy, if it’s to have a real impact, will almost certainly need to bring American fuel prices back to at least where they were at their peak in the summer of 2008. Electric cars are not the panacea they are sometimes claimed to be, not only because the electricity they run on has to be generated somewhere but also because making driving less expensive does nothing to discourage people from sprawling across the face of the planet, promoting forms of development that are inherently and catastrophically wasteful. 
One beneficial consequence of the ongoing global economic crisis is that it has put a little time back on the carbon clock. Because the climate damage done by greenhouse gases is cumulative, the emissions decrease attributable to the recession has given the world a bit more room to devise a plan that might actually work. The prospects for a meaningful worldwide climate agreement probably improved last November, with the election of Barack Obama, but his commitments to economic recovery and carbon reduction—to bringing the country out of recession while also reducing U.S. greenhouse emissions to seventeen per cent of their 2005 level by 2050—don’t pull in the same direction. Creating “green jobs,” a key component of the agenda, is different from creating new jobs, since green jobs, if they’re truly green, displace non-green jobs—wind-turbine mechanics instead of oil-rig roughnecks—probably a zero-sum game, as far as employment is concerned. The ultimate success or failure of Obama’s program, and of the measures that will be introduced in Copenhagen this year, will depend on our willingness, once the global economy is no longer teetering, to accept policies that will seem to be nudging us back toward the abyss. ♦
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Rating Sector: RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT 
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Total Revenue: $211,130,000 
Total Expenses: $199,930,000  
Net Assets: $21,819,000 
Summary
Operation Blessing International (OBI) provides short-term relief and development assistance to economically disadvantaged people and victims of disaster throughout the world. In the United States, OBI focuses on providing food, clothing and other material assistance to inner-city and rural families facing financial hardship. Founded on November 14, 1978 by religious broadcaster, Pat Robertson, Operation Blessing International was originally intended to meet the needs of struggling individuals and families by providing items such as clothing, appliances, vehicles, etc., to be donated by viewers of The 700 Club. As of the present Operation Blessing has helped more than 155 million people in 96 countries and all 50 states as well as distributed goods valued at more than $500 million. Internationally, OBI emphasizes medical missions and resource development in under-served nations and countries requesting assistance. Operation Blessing International is a member of the Association of Evangelical Relief and Development Organizations and is registered with the Federal Emergency Management Association and the United States Agency for International Development. Contributions to OBI are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. In addition, OBI is a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA). 
Contact Information: 
	Mailing Address:
	977 Centerville Turnpike CSB 322 
Virginia Beach, VA 
23463-3463

	Website: 
	www.ob.org

	Phone:
	(757) 226-3401

	Email:
	operationblessing@ob.org 


Organization Details 
EIN: 541382657 

	CEO/President:
	Mr. Bill Horan
	Tax Deductible:
	Yes

	Chairman:
	M.G. Robertson
	Fiscal Year End:
	March 31

	Board Size:
	8
	Financial info from:
	Audit 

	Founder:
	Mr. Pat Robertson
	Member of ECFA:
	Yes

	Year Founded:
	1978
	Member of ECFA since:
	1995 


Purpose 
Operation Blessing International Relief & Development Corporation (OBI) is on the frontlines providing relief in real time for those hurting in the U.S. and abroad. 

By implementing programs that provide hunger relief, medical aid, disaster relief, clean water, microenterprise and sommunity development, OBI has helped more than 202.7 million people in more than 105 countries and all 50 states as well as distributed goods valued at more than $1.4 billion. 

Founded on November 14, 1978 by religious broadcaster, Pat Robertson, OBI was originally intended to meet the needs of struggling individuals and families by providing items such as clothing, appliances, vehicles, etc., to be donated by viewers of The 700 Club. 

Operation Blessing International is a member of the Association of Evangelical Relief and Development Organizations and is registered with the Federal Emergency Management Association and the United States Agency for International Development. 

Contributions to OBI are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. In addition, OBI is a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA).
Mission Statement 
Operation Blessing uses the following to express its mission: 

The mission of Operation Blessing International is to demonstrate God's love by alleviating human need and suffering in the United States and around the world. 

In efforts to relieve human suffering we combat hunger, deprivation and physical affliction with the provision of food, clothing, shelter, medical care and other basic necessities of life. We also help facilitate the development of healthy, vibrant and self-sustaining communities by addressing larger issues of education, food security, potable water, employment, community health, and disaster mitigation projects. In every endeavor, OBI seeks to exemplify Christian compassion and benevolence while conforming to the highest standards of integrity. 
Program Accomplishments 
Operation Blessing's accomplishments and programs include the following: 

Bless A Child
The Bless-A-Child program (BAC) works with local churches and organizations to meet the basic physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of at-risk children and youth. Hundreds of thousands of young people have participated in the programs. These programs presently exist in countries including Philippines, Russia, Ukraine, Romania, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Mexico, South Africa as well as United States. Right now in New York City an OBI sponsored counseling center lends comfort and provides answers to children suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder, due to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. 

Medical Services
Using multi-national volunteer medical teams, we have provided hundreds of thousands of medical services in countries including Afghanistan, Albania, Belarus, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, El Salvador, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kosovo, Mexico, Nepal, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines, Romania, Rwandan refugee camps, Vietnam, and Ukraine! 

Hunger Strike Force 
OBI uses the Hunger Strike Force, a fleet of refrigerated tractor-trailers, to transport millions of pounds of food, clothing, medical and disaster relief, and building supplies in the USA to disadvantaged individuals, families, and victims of disaster. 

Since its inception in 1992, the Hunger Strike Force has: 
· delivered and given away more than 164 million pounds of food 
· provided more than 109 million meals to the needy 
· driven more than 4.4 million miles 
· provided 9.7 million pounds of relief and disaster relief supplies assistance. 

Hope Works 
Hope Works is making a positive impact in the lives and families of thousands of people around the world -- changes that should last for generations to come. In Milwaukee alone hundreds of men and women have graduated from a rigorous Life Skills Training program so they are equipped to enter the work force with the confidence and skills set needed to succeed. Across the globe in South Africa hundreds of other once unemployed men and women are now seamstresses and mechanics supporting their families through Sewing Cooperatives we helped establish in their townships. Not only can they now buy food for their children, they can also provide required school supplies and uniforms as well. 

Living Waters 
It is estimated that today a child will die every eight seconds of water-related diseases (World Health Organization). These problems don’t have to continue! Providing both accessible and clean fresh drinking water to millions is now possible. Operation Blessing has helped and will continue to help tens of thousands of people living in places including Cambodia, China, Guatemala, India, Kenya, Mexico, Philippines, Romania and Uganda. 

History
Founded on November 14, 1978 by religious broadcaster, Pat Robertson, OBI was originally set up to meet the needs of struggling individuals and families by providing items such as clothing, appliances, vehicles, etc. that were donated by viewers of The 700 Club. However, as requests for assistance poured in, Robertson and the board of the Christian Broadcasting Network, Inc. (CBN) decided to make a financial commitment for OBI assistance out of CBN's general fund. 

OBI's impact increased dramatically when local churches and organizations agreed to provide matching funds for assistance projects and individual aid. With the help of these groups, OBI began providing low-income families with food baskets, help with delinquent rent and utility bills, new school clothes and other necessities. Other needs led to additional projects, such as an annual distribution of thousands of blankets to the homeless and a program that provides seeds for community vegetable gardens. 

In 1986, Operation Blessing International was formed as a non-profit organization to handle international relief projects. Operation Blessing projects in the United States continued under the auspices of CBN until 1993, when all Operation Blessing activities were transferred to OBI. 

OBI's medical missions, which provide medical relief in under-served countries, undertook its first mission in 1994. This program sends volunteer teams of doctors, dentists, other health care professionals and support staff on one- to two-week missions. The teams typically provide a variety of basic medical and surgical services. In 1996, OBI commissioned The Flying Hospital, a specially equipped L1011 jet aircraft. This plane is capable of providing world-class medical/surgical services to people in developing countries and disaster-stricken areas. At the present time, however, in lieu of rising terrorist attacks and world conflict, it has been decided Operation Blessing will not use The Flying Hospital on further missions at this time. 

In 1997 OBI committed itself to serving more struggling people in America by expanding our partnership efforts and mobilizing thousands of Christians to help people in need and reach the lost. 
Ministry Needs
Operation Blessing International has communicated the following needs: 

Children around the world suffer from the effects of poverty. Many don’t have access to adequate food, medicine, clothing and school supplies. Your contribution can give boys and girls hope for tomorrow! Thank you for helping Operation Blessing reach out to hurting people all over the world. Your gift will quickly go to work to help break the cycle of suffering and bring lasting hope to many in need. See the ministry's website for more information
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)
Now the labourers and cablers
And council motion tablers
Were just passing by.

And the Gothy types
And scoffy types 
And like-their-coffee-frothy types
Were just passing by.

Those on their own
Whilst on the phone
Dunking McNuggets and
Just having a moan
Were just passing by.

The driving through
With hungry crew
Who just pulled off the A32
Were just passing by.

And the IT bods
With taps and prods
Eating a Big Mac
While writing their blogs
Were just passing by.

And the first in types
And lurking types
And like to lost their gherkin types
And suddenly just burst in types
Were just passing by.

And the extroverts
And introverts
And guys in newly ironed shirts
Who like to text outrageous flirts
Were just passing by.

And the little folk
Who share a joke
Who nudge and poke
About that bloke
Who slurps his Coke
And gives his goatee beard a stroke
Were just passing by.

There’s a McDonald’s for everyone.



 (
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)Traveling to unfamiliar destinations can bring to you
 the sort of troubles you do not want to experience 
while on the road namely: robbery, rape, or murder. 
Tourists often fall prey to perpetrators because they do not prepare properly before embarking on a trip. Let's examine some things you should do to prevent your travels from becoming a tragedy:
1. Never list your home address on the luggage tag. If on business, put the company's address on the tag; if visiting friends you can list their address. Use covered luggage tags as well.
2. Stay with your luggage until the luggage is checked. If you must put your bag down, keep one foot on the handle.
3. Carry important papers with you; NEVER check anything that you simply cannot afford to lose. Photocopy your passport, driver's license and credit cards.
4. Bring a small flashlight. You never know when you'll suddenly be "in the dark" and find yourself in unfamiliar surroundings. At night, keep your flashlight by your bed.
5. Make sure that your prescription medicines are filled properly and labeled accurately. In some countries certain prescription medicines are forbidden.
6. Never wear anything that projects affluence. No gold chains, expensive watches and rings, luggage, or other paraphernalia should be in easy view. Better yet: leave your jewelry at home.
7. If possible travel with only one or two credit cards.
8. Women particularly should never accept a drink from a stranger. Keep an eye on your drink at all times.
9. Vary your schedule; try not to come and go at the same time everyday.
10. Only stay in a hotel that uses cards to open room doors and make sure your room has a peephole and a deadbolt lock. Secure the chain and secure the door by pushing a rubber stop under it.
11. Stay in a room near a stairwell. Never take the elevator if a fire or smoke is detected. Always stay in a hotel where the doors enter the hallway and not directly from the outside.
12. Do not wear name tags in public.
13. Do not use unmarked taxi cabs.
14. Sit behind the driver so you can see him, but he cannot see you.
15. Pay the driver upon arriving at your destination and while you are still sitting in the vehicle.
16. If you must rent a car, rent only from a reputable company. Any operating problems that occur could signal sabotage.
17. Be aware of 'staged' car accidents meant to catch you off card.
18. Back into your parking spaces to facilitate a quick exit.
19. Park only in well lit and well traveled areas.
20. If your cell phone does not work outside of the country, consider renting one that does for the duration of your trip.
21. If detained for whatever reason by an official, ask for identification. If in doubt, tell them that you want to see his superior. Keep your emotions in check.
22. If traveling with children, bring along an updated photograph of each child in the event that you become separated from them.
23. Write your child's name and your hotel number on each card; include a close friend's or relative's contact information on the card. Give a card to each child which they will carry with them as long as you are away. Destroy once home.
24. Discuss with your family what they would do in event of an emergency while away from home, e.g. whom to call, how to contact emergency personnel, etc.
25. Do not discuss travel plans, your room number or any other personal information in public within earshot of strangers.
26. Bring along a basic first aid kit with bandages, iodine, mosquito repellant, sunscreen, alcohol packets, dramamine, pepto bismol, diarrhea medicine, etc.
27. Familiarize yourself with train and bus schedules before traveling. Have an alternate plan in place in the event your transportation plans change.
28. Do not flash your passport in public. Discreetly show important documents to officials only.
29. Consider purchasing portable alarms that emit a loud sound.
30. Watch for scams on the street. Children working with adults are notorious as pickpockets.
31. Never flash your money in public. Exchange funds with reputable and recognized exchangers only.
32. Have tips ready in advance for service personnel.
33. Consider renting an escort [security] service if traveling in areas where crime is high.
The key to safe traveling in any area is situational awareness. Distractions because of luggage, children, hotel personnel, strangers, etc. can put you at risk. Know your surroundings and stay in control of every situation.
	Matt manages the Corporate Flight Attendant Community a comprehensive resource center for business flight attendants who travel throughout the world. You can visit the community at http://www.corporateflyer.net or http://www.cabinmanagers.com 
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)Event Planning Checklist (Abridged)
	3 to 6 Months
___ ___Begin monthly committee meetings
___ ___Write/send requests for funding or underwriting to major donors, corporations, sponsors
___ ___Request logos from corporate sponsors for printing
___ ___Review with graphic artist invitations, programs, posters, etc.
___ ___Prepare final copy for invitations, return card, posters
___ ___Prepare final copy for tickets
___ ___Complete mailing lists for invitations
___ ___Order invitations, posters, tickets, etc.
______ Sign contract with entertainment company
___ ___Make list of locations for posters
___ ___Finalize mailing lists; begin soliciting corporations and major donors
___ ___Obtain lists from honorees, VIPs
___ ___Obtain radio/TV sponsors, public service announcements, promos
___ ___Set menu with caterer for food and beverages
___ ___Secure permits and insurance
___ ___ Get written confirmation of celebrity participation/special needs
___ ___Finalize audio/visual contract
___ ___Select/order trophies/awards
2 Months Ahead
___ ___Hold underwriting or preview party to coincide with mailing of invitations; invite media
___ ___Assemble/address invitations (with personal notes when possible)
___ ___Mail invitations
___ ___Distribute posters
___ ___Finalize transportation/hotel accommodations for staff, VIPs, honorees
___ ___Obtain contracts for decorations and rental items
___ ___Confirm TV/radio participation
___ ___Release press announcements about celebrities, VIPs, honorees
___ ___Follow up to confirm sponsorships and underwriting
___ ___Obtain logos from corporate sponsors for program printing
___ ___Review needs for signs at registration, directional, etc.
___ ___ All major chairpersons to finalize plans
___ ___Hold walk-through of event with responsible committees, chairpersons and responsible site staff
members at event site
___ ___Review/finalize budget, task sheets and tentative timeline
___ ___Start phone follow-up for table sponsors (corporate, VIP, committee)
1 Month Ahead
___ ___Phone follow-up of mailing list (ticket sales)
___ ___Place newspaper ads, follow up with news media, on-air announcements
___ ___Confirm staff for registration, hosting, other
___ ___Write to VIPs, celebrities, program participants, confirm participation
___ ___ Complete list of contents for VIP welcome packets
___ ___ Get enlarged site plan/room diagram, assign seats/tables
___ ___Give estimate of guests expected to caterer/food service
___ ___Meet with all outside vendors, consultants to coordinate event
___ ___Review script/timeline
___ ___Continue phone follow-ups for ticket/table sales
___ ___Continue assigning seats; set head table, speaker's platform
___ ___Confirm transportation schedules: airlines, trains, buses, cars, limos
___ ___Confirm hotel accommodations
___ ___Prepare transportation and accommodations (include arrival time, flight number, airline, person assigned
___ ___to meet flight)
___ ___Confirm special security needed for VIPs, event
___ ___Prepare welcome packet for VIPs, chairmen, and key staff
___ ___Schedule deliveries of special equipment, rentals
___ ___Confirm setup and tear down times with event site
___ ___Finalize plans with party decorator
___ ___Give caterer revised numbers
___ ___Meet with chairpersons, key staff to finalize any of the above
1 Week Before
___ ___Meet with all committees for last-minute details
___ ___Finish phone follow-ups
___ ___Confirm number attending
___ ___Finish seating/table arrangements
___ ___Hold training session with volunteers; finalize assignments
___ ___Secure two or three volunteers to assist with emergencies
___ ___Finalize registration staff
___ ___Distribute seating chart, assignments to hosts/hostesses
___ ___Schedule pickup or delivery of any rented or loaned equipment
___ ___Double-check arrival time and delivery times with vendors
___ ___Reconfirm event site, hotel, transportation
___ ___Deliver final scripts/ timelines to all program participants
___ ___Finalize catering guarantee, refreshments
___ ___Confirm number of volunteers
___ ___Make follow-up calls to news media for advance and event coverage
___ ___Distribute additional fliers
___ ___Final walk-through with all personnel
___ ___Schedule rehearsals
___ ___Schedule volunteer assignments for day of event
___ ___Establish amount of petty cash needed for tips and emergencies
___ ___Write checks for payments to be made for the day of the event




Writer Evan Ratliff Tried to Vanish: Here’s What Happened
·  (
http://www.wired.com/vanish/2009/11/ff_vanish2/
To use for 
Science /Technology 
Cohort
)By Evan Ratliff 
· November 20, 2009  |  
[image: Photo: Joe Pugliese][image: Photo: Joe Pugliese]
Photo: Joe Pugliese
Shedding Your Identity in the Digital Age
1
August 13, 6:40 PM: I’m driving East out of San Francisco on I-80, fleeing my life under the cover of dusk. Having come to the interstate by a circuitous route, full of quick turns and double backs, I’m reasonably sure that no one is following me. I keep checking the rearview mirror anyway. From this point on, there’s no such thing as sure. Being too sure will get me caught.
I had intended to flee in broad daylight, but when you are going on the lam, there are a surprising number of last-minute errands to run. This morning, I picked up a set of professionally designed business cards for my fake company under my fake name, James Donald Gatz. I drove to a Best Buy, where I bought two prepaid cell phones with cash and then put a USB cord on my credit card — an arbitrary dollar amount I hoped would confuse investigators, who would scan my bill and wonder what gadgetry I had purchased. An oil change for my car was another head fake. Who would think that a guy about to sell his car would spend $60 at Oil Can Henry’s?
I already owned a couple of prepaid phones; I left one of the new ones with my girlfriend and mailed the other to my parents — giving them an untraceable way to contact me in emergencies. I bought some Just for Men beard-and-mustache dye at a drugstore. My final stop was the bank, to draw a $477 cashier’s check. It’s payment for rent on an anonymous office in Las Vegas, which is where I need to deliver the check by midday tomorrow.
Crossing the Bay Bridge, I glance back for a last nostalgic glimpse of the skyline. Then I reach over, slide the back cover off my cell phone, and pop out the battery. A cell phone with a battery inside is a cell phone that’s trackable.
About 25 minutes later, as the California Department of Transportation database will record, my green 1999 Honda Civic, California plates 4MUN509, passes through the tollbooth on the far side of the Carquinez Bridge, setting off the FasTrak toll device, and continues east toward Lake Tahoe.
What the digital trail will not reflect is that a few miles past the bridge I pull off the road, detach the FasTrak, and stuff it into the duffle bag in my trunk, where its signal can’t be detected. Nor will it note that I then double back on rural roads to I-5 and drive south through the night, cutting east at Bakersfield. There will be no digital record that at 4 am I hit Primm, Nevada, a sad little gambling town about 40 minutes from Vegas, where $15 cash gets me a room with a view of a gravel pile.
2
“Author Evan Ratliff Is on the Lam. Locate Him and Win $5,000.”
— wired.com/vanish, August 14, 2009 5:38 pm
Officially it will be another 24 hours before the manhunt begins. That’s when Wired’s announcement of my disappearance will be posted online. It coincides with the arrival on newsstands of the September issue of the magazine, which contains a page of mugshot-like photos of me, eyes slightly vacant. The premise is simple: I will try to vanish for a month and start over under a new identity. Wired readers, or whoever else happens upon the chase, will try to find me.
The idea for the contest started with a series of questions, foremost among them: How hard is it to vanish in the digital age? Long fascinated by stories of faked deaths, sudden disappearances, and cat-and-mouse games between investigators and fugitives, I signed on to write a story for Wired about people who’ve tried to end one life and start another. People fret about privacy, but what are the consequences of giving it all up, I wondered. What can investigators glean from all the digital fingerprints we leave behind? You can be anybody you want online, sure, but can you reinvent yourself in real life?
It’s one thing to report on the phenomenon of people disappearing. But to really understand it, I figured that I had to try it myself. So I decided to vanish. I would leave behind my loved ones, my home, and my name. I wasn’t going off the grid, dropping out to live in a cabin. Rather, I would actually try to drop my life and pick up another.
Wired offered a $5,000 bounty — $3,000 of which would come out of my own pocket — to anyone who could locate me between August 15 and September 15, say the password “fluke,” and take my picture. Nicholas Thompson, my editor, would have complete access to information that a private investigator hired to find me might uncover: my real bank accounts, credit cards, phone records, social networking accounts, and email. I’d give Thompson my friends’ contact information so he could conduct interviews. He would parcel out my personal details online, available to whichever amateur or professional investigators chose to hunt for me. To add a layer of intrigue, Wired hired the puzzle creators at Lone Shark Games to help structure the contest.
I began my planning months in advance. I let my hair and beard grow out, got a motorcycle license, and siphoned off extra cash whenever I visited an ATM, storing it in a hollowed-out book. One day over lunch, a friend from Google suggested software to hide my Internet address — “but all of these things can be broken,” he warned — and how best to employ prepaid phones. I learned how to use Visa and American Express gift cards, bought with cash, to make untraceable purchases online. I installed software to mask my Web searches and generated a small notebook’s worth of fake email addresses.
I shared my plans with no one, not my girlfriend, not my parents, not my closest friends. Nobody knew the route I was taking out of town, where I was going, or my new name. Not even a hint. If I got caught, it would be by my own mistakes.
Friday afternoon, August 14, I arrive in Vegas wearing a suit and sporting my normal brown hair, a beard, and a pair of rectangular tortoiseshell glasses. Carrying enough electronic equipment to stock a RadioShack, I drive straight to a dreary two-story office complex among the strip malls on South Pecos Road and hand over the cashier’s check, securing a tiny windowless office. There I set up two laptops, flip on a webcam to track any activity in the office, and leave.
At CarMax, a used-auto outlet, I then sell my Civic for $3,000. The next day, the first official one of my disappearance, is spent dyeing my hair and goatee jet-black and locking down the security on my laptops — including a third one that I’ll carry with me.
At 5 am on Sunday morning, the graveyard shift clerk at the Tropicana hotel hands over my $100 cash deposit, barely looking up. If she had, she might have noticed that the man checking out of room 480 — wearing a pair of oversize Harry Potter-style glasses, hazel-colored contact lenses, slicked-back hair, and a belt with $2,000 cash hidden in an underside pocket — bears surprisingly little resemblance to the one who checked in two days before.



Read More http://www.wired.com/vanish/2009/11/ff_vanish2/#ixzz0wtv6eLN2
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What Batman Teaches Us About Philosophy
 By Peter Bebergal 
July 13, 2008 
ON JULY 18, "The Dark Knight," the much-awaited sequel to "Batman Begins," will swoop into theaters. Director Christopher Nolan has reinvigorated the Batman franchise with his vision of a darker, more realistic crime-fighter. Batman has seen a number of interesting evolutions: in the '30s and '40s he was a gothic-tinged detective; in the '50s, he was a smiling mentor to his new sidekick Robin. In the '80s, Frank Miller's critically acclaimed comics The Dark Knight Returns and Batman Year 1 reintroduced Batman as a grim and complex character, a man obsessed with the death of his parents at the hands of a mugger when he was a child.
Unlike most other superheroes, Batman's origins do not include radioactivity, alien heritage, or high-tech armor. Batman is self-made hero, and because of his humanness, he easily becomes a vehicle for asking questions psychological, social, and, well, philosophical. In the new book "Batman and Philosophy: The Dark Knight of the Soul," editors Robert Arp of the National Center for Biomedical Ontology and professor Mark D. White of the College of Staten Island (CUNY) have compiled 20 essays by philosophers of every field, from metaphysics to ethics to social-political philosophy. For many of the writers, Batman offers a window into profound real-world issues, particularly in the realm of ethics.
Arp and White frame Batman's ethical dilemmas in three ways. Is Batman a deontologist? That is, does he follow an ethic that must be universally true for all people at all times no matter the consequences? Is Batman a utilitarian, in that he struggles to achieve the best possible outcome for the most well-being? Or is Batman a virtue ethicist who makes moral decisions based on his own capabilities in the face of his ethical dilemmas? (Why, for example, doesn't Batman just kill the Joker? Is it right that he keeps picking up orphan boys and training them to fight crime at his side?)
Ideas interviewed Arp and White separately, by phone; Arp from his office in Buffalo, and White standing outside a comic shop in South Orange, N.J.
IDEAS: What is it about Batman, more than say Superman, that's relevant to philosophy?
WHITE: Because he doesn't have powers, Batman faces more limitations, and limitations force decisions, many of which will be ethical, or more broadly philosophical, in nature. He can't always save everyone, so who to save? How far does he have to push himself for his mission? Superman rarely confronts these issues, because he is so strong and so fast.
IDEAS: We often think of ethics as having to be grounded in some idea of God, but we don't see that with Batman.
ARP: In Batman's universe there is no God. We have to make our meaning, make our own way. Batman becomes the new god, the superhuman that steps up to the plate and metes out justice the way in which God would.
IDEAS: Do you think the realism of the new films helps or hinders thinking about Batman philosophically?
WHITE: I think it definitely helps. This is not the shiny, happy Batman that Adam West portrayed, which was consistent with the comics at the time, or even the more serious Batman that Michael Keaton played. This is how we imagine Batman would be if he were real, given all that he's gone through. This makes him more believable, more realistic, more human. And human beings, more than shiny caricatures, face philosophical dilemmas.
IDEAS: Is Batman a relativist or does he believe in some kind of universal ethic?
ARP: Yes, he believes in some kind of universal ethics, no doubt. Batman thinks there's an objective reality no matter what the situation is. When all is said and done he is still an American superhero, and in that sense he can be black and white. Almost all superheroes are going to be black-and-white objectivists. I can't think of any superhero who champions relativism.
IDEAS: Doesn't this make Batman come across as authoritarian?
WHITE: Batman believes wholeheartedly in his mission, but it's his mission alone, and he very hesitantly involves other people in it. I think he knows his ideas of right and wrong may seem fairly extreme, but he's not asking anybody else to believe in them.
IDEAS: The image of the young Bruce Wayne looking over his dead parents really defines the book. How does someone go from that to dressing like a giant bat?
WHITE: There are children who tragically lose their parents each day, but young Bruce obviously took it differently than most. It stole his innocence and steered him toward devoting his life to helping make sure others don't face the same tragedy he did.
IDEAS: Why does it often take a comic book or movie to get the general public to think about philosophy?
WHITE: Comic books, and quality pop culture in general, are simply more approachable, and lead us to consider philosophical questions without realizing it. Bill Irwin [series editor of the Blackwell Popular Culture and Philosophy books] uses the spoonful-of-sugar analogy: If you make philosophy fun, and use an entry point they are familiar with, they may find out they like it, and then read some "real" philosophy.
IDEAS: Do some scholars see this kind of thing as silly?
ARP: Sure. People think it's just a moneymaker or a way to get your name on something. But I don't think there's anything wrong with that. At root we are trying to bring philosophy to people and bring people to philosophy.
IDEAS: Is there anything we can really learn from Batman, a fictional hero, about making our own choices?
WHITE: I see in Batman a great example of devotion and self-sacrifice that can counter the "do what feels good" advice you get in so many self-help books and talk shows. I'm not saying we should all put on a costume and fight crime, but I think we can all learn from Batman's determination to do what he feels is right, even if it doesn't always make him happy. Sometimes doing what's right is more important than doing what feels good.
Cambridge writer Peter Bebergal is coauthor of "The Faith Between Us."[image: http://cache.boston.com/bonzai-fba/File-Based_Image_Resource/dingbat_story_end_icon.gif]

Sample Legacy Project: 
[bookmark: AP2ProposalReadings]Note: This is an abbreviated version of a packet created by Latifah Al-Hazza, recipient of the the 2010 Scholarship for Outstanding Senior Project.  
Latifah’s legacy packet includes: 
Table of Contents, Purpose, Application to Uphold the Project of Traveling to Tanzania, Teacher Evaluations/Recommendations (3), Rubric, Preparation Guidelines, Fundraiser Ideas, and Contacts.
From “Purpose”:
In April of 2010, senior GSWLA student, Latifah Al Hazza, traveled to Tanzania in order to receive first-hand insight into the way of life and educational standards of children of Tanzania. Her goal was to return to the United States with a documentary of what she learned along with real-life footage of what she saw.  While there, she also took school supplies that were donated from various Target stores around the Hampton Roads area. Latifah hopes to keep this legacy by each year encouraging a student to take on the task of traveling to Tanzania.  She hopes to expand goodwill efforts by taking steps to provide the school with electricity, water, computers, and other needed supplies. Through fundraisers and the support of the academic boosters, she believes that this project can be upheld for years to come.
By taking this packet, you have shown an interest in becoming the next person in line to continue to take small steps towards making a difference.  Please review the packet. Latifah Al-Hazza hopes to welcome you on board.
From Preparation Guidelines: 
Note: prices and requirements may change.  Please contact the official source for updates.
-Must receive vaccinations for Yellow Fever ($136), Hepatitis A ($141), Hepatitis B ($127), Typhoid ($86), Meningitis, Malaria Pills ($40), Rabies – optional ($300).  The only one required to show upon arrival is Yellow Fever, but the other ones are highly recommended.
-Must obtain a Tanzanian visa either from the Tanzanian Embassy in Washington D.C. or from the airport in Tanzania ($25-$50)
-Must be in contact with the Kuleiye family (the host family) beforehand.
-Must take sunscreen and mosquito repellent.
-Must understand the clothing allowed in Tanzania.
-Must learn about the culture beforehand.
From Contacts:
Note: Prior approval of project must be met before making contact.  Contact info subject to change.
Latifah Al-Hazza, Original creator of project _________________________

Lillian Luanda, ICT Specialist, UNICEF1-212-824-6236 lluanda@unicef.org
 (
 (Note any student seriously wishing to implement this project may see the teacher for the items in the blanks)
)
James Kuleiye, host
jkuleiye@eachq.org

Passport Health Clinic 757-395-1350
2859 Virginia Beach Blvd. VA Bch, VA

Operation Blessing International 1-800-730-2537
www.OB.org
 (
First section: brief description of project, including research element and project element, as well as the Mentor’s name, affiliation  and contact information
)
Sample Senior Project Legacy Assignment  Devon Mulhern (2010)

Senior Project: Eduction in South Africa

Unanswerable Question: What are the factors that disrupt female education in South Africa?

Project as of end of 2010 school year:
-Website to raise awareness about female education in South Africa
-Worksheet for History class
 (
Second section: a full list of suggestions that include maintenance of the project as completed by the end of the original year and ways the expand to make project the “new” students own project
)
Website: www.EducationinSouthAfrica.org
Mentor: 	Jennifer N. Fish, Ph.D.
Jfish@odu.edu
Associate Professor
Chair of Women's Studies
Batten Arts & Letters 3044
Old Dominion University
Norfolk, Virginia 23529

For next year (suggestions):
-Update the website overall
-Update of the organization website & add more websites
-Add a blog page
 (
Third section: realistic and practical assistance in implementing the project in a successive year.  (Note any student seriously wishing to implement this project may see the teacher for the items in the blanks)
)-Create your own organization for donations & add it to website   
	 - Tell people around the community &       at school about the organization
-Market the website to more people
-Make a survey about problems in South Africa & pass it out to students/teachers to see how much they know about the situation in South Africa: tally the results
-Raise money/school supplies for schools in South Africa

Website account information:
Yola account (www.yola.com)-Login: gswlastudent2011@gmail.com
-Password: ____________________  -Name:___________________
 (
Indicates a desire to stay informed and involved in the future projects.
)Gmail Account (www.gmail.com)      -First Name: Academy
-Second Name: Student                       -Email: gswlastudent2011@gmail.com
Password _____________________    Security Question: What was your first teacher’s name?_________________              -

Recovery email:___________________________
**If any changes are made to the website login/password, please email the new login/password to: _______________________
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	For Preventing The Children of Poor People in Ireland
From Being Aburden to Their Parents or Country, and
For Making Them Beneficial to The Public 

	 

	By Jonathan Swift (1729) 
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	It is a melancholy object to those who walk through this great town or travel in the country, when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin doors, crowded with beggars of the female sex, followed by three, four, or six children, all in rags and importuning every passenger for an alms. These mothers, instead of being able to work for their honest livelihood, are forced to employ all their time in strolling to beg sustenance for their helpless infants: who as they grow up either turn thieves for want of work, or leave their dear native country to fight for the Pretender in Spain, or sell themselves to the Barbadoes. 
I think it is agreed by all parties that this prodigious number of children in the arms, or on the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently of their fathers, is in the present deplorable state of the kingdom a very great additional grievance; and, therefore, whoever could find out a fair, cheap, and easy method of making these children sound, useful members of the commonwealth, would deserve so well of the public as to have his statue set up for a preserver of the nation. 
But my intention is very far from being confined to provide only for the children of professed beggars; it is of a much greater extent, and shall take in the whole number of infants at a certain age who are born of parents in effect as little able to support them as those who demand our charity in the streets. 
[image: http://www.art-bin.com/bilder/onepixred.gif]
”I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance in London, that a young healthy child well nursed is at a year old a most delicious, nourishing, and wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled ...” 
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As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for many years upon this important subject, and maturely weighed the several schemes of other projectors, I have always found them grossly mistaken in the computation. It is true, a child just dropped from its dam may be supported by her milk for a solar year, with little other nourishment; at most not above the value of 2s., which the mother may certainly get, or the value in scraps, by her lawful occupation of begging; and it is exactly at one year old that I propose to provide for them in such a manner as instead of being a charge upon their parents or the parish, or wanting food and raiment for the rest of their lives, they shall on the contrary contribute to the feeding, and partly to the clothing, of many thousands. 
There is likewise another great advantage in my scheme, that it will prevent those voluntary abortions, and that horrid practice of women murdering their bastard children, alas! too frequent among us! sacrificing the poor innocent babes I doubt more to avoid the expense than the shame, which would move tears and pity in the most savage and inhuman breast. 
The number of souls in this kingdom being usually reckoned one million and a half, of these I calculate there may be about two hundred thousand couple whose wives are breeders; from which number I subtract thirty thousand couples who are able to maintain their own children, although I apprehend there cannot be so many, under the present distresses of the kingdom; but this being granted, there will remain an hundred and seventy thousand breeders. I again subtract fifty thousand for those women who miscarry, or whose children die by accident or disease within the year. There only remains one hundred and twenty thousand children of poor parents annually born. The question therefore is, how this number shall be reared and provided for, which, as I have already said, under the present situation of affairs, is utterly impossible by all the methods hitherto proposed. For we can neither employ them in handicraft or agriculture; we neither build houses (I mean in the country) nor cultivate land: they can very seldom pick up a livelihood by stealing, till they arrive at six years old, except where they are of towardly parts, although I confess they learn the rudiments much earlier, during which time, they can however be properly looked upon only as probationers, as I have been informed by a principal gentleman in the county of Cavan, who protested to me that he never knew above one or two instances under the age of six, even in a part of the kingdom so renowned for the quickest proficiency in that art. 
I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl before twelve years old is no salable commodity; and even when they come to this age they will not yield above three pounds, or three pounds and half-a-crown at most on the exchange; which cannot turn to account either to the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutriment and rags having been at least four times that value. 
I shall now therefore humbly propose my own thoughts, which I hope will not be liable to the least objection. 
I have been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaintance in London, that a young healthy child well nursed is at a year old a most delicious, nourishing, and wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled; and I make no doubt that it will equally serve in a fricassee or a ragout. 
I do therefore humbly offer it to public consideration that of the hundred and twenty thousand children already computed, twenty thousand may be reserved for breed, whereof only one-fourth part to be males; which is more than we allow to sheep, black cattle or swine; and my reason is, that these children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a circumstance not much regarded by our savages, therefore one male will be sufficient to serve four females. That the remaining hundred thousand may, at a year old, be offered in the sale to the persons of quality and fortune through the kingdom; always advising the mother to let them suck plentifully in the last month, so as to render them plump and fat for a good table. A child will make two dishes at an entertainment for friends; and when the family dines alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a reasonable dish, and seasoned with a little pepper or salt will be very good boiled on the fourth day, especially in winter. 
I have reckoned upon a medium that a child just born will weigh 12 pounds, and in a solar year, if tolerably nursed, increaseth to 28 pounds. 
I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they have already devoured most of the parents, seem to have the best title to the children. 
Infant's flesh will be in season throughout the year, but more plentiful in March, and a little before and after; for we are told by a grave author, an eminent French physician, that fish being a prolific diet, there are more children born in Roman Catholic countries about nine months after Lent than at any other season; therefore, reckoning a year after Lent, the markets will be more glutted than usual, because the number of popish infants is at least three to one in this kingdom: and therefore it will have one other collateral advantage, by lessening the number of papists among us. 
I have already computed the charge of nursing a beggar's child (in which list I reckon all cottagers, laborers, and four-fifths of the farmers) to be about two shillings per annum, rags included; and I believe no gentleman would repine to give ten shillings for the carcass of a good fat child, which, as I have said, will make four dishes of excellent nutritive meat, when he hath only some particular friend or his own family to dine with him. Thus the squire will learn to be a good landlord, and grow popular among his tenants; the mother will have eight shillings net profit, and be fit for work till she produces another child. 
Those who are more thrifty (as I must confess the times require) may flay the carcass; the skin of which artificially dressed will make admirable gloves for ladies, and summer boots for fine gentlemen. 
As to our city of Dublin, shambles may be appointed for this purpose in the most convenient parts of it, and butchers we may be assured will not be wanting; although I rather recommend buying the children alive, and dressing them hot from the knife, as we do roasting pigs. 
A very worthy person, a true lover of his country, and whose virtues I highly esteem, was lately pleased in discoursing on this matter to offer a refinement upon my scheme. He said that many gentlemen of this kingdom, having of late destroyed their deer, he conceived that the want of venison might be well supplied by the bodies of young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen years of age nor under twelve; so great a number of both sexes in every country being now ready to starve for want of work and service; and these to be disposed of by their parents, if alive, or otherwise by their nearest relations. But with due deference to so excellent a friend and so deserving a patriot, I cannot be altogether in his sentiments; for as to the males, my American acquaintance assured me, from frequent experience, that their flesh was generally tough and lean, like that of our schoolboys by continual exercise, and their taste disagreeable; and to fatten them would not answer the charge. Then as to the females, it would, I think, with humble submission be a loss to the public, because they soon would become breeders themselves; and besides, it is not improbable that some scrupulous people might be apt to censure such a practice (although indeed very unjustly), as a little bordering upon cruelty; which, I confess, hath always been with me the strongest objection against any project, however so well intended. 
But in order to justify my friend, he confessed that this expedient was put into his head by the famous Psalmanazar, a native of the island Formosa, who came from thence to London above twenty years ago, and in conversation told my friend, that in his country when any young person happened to be put to death, the executioner sold the carcass to persons of quality as a prime dainty; and that in his time the body of a plump girl of fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt to poison the emperor, was sold to his imperial majesty's prime minister of state, and other great mandarins of the court, in joints from the gibbet, at four hundred crowns. Neither indeed can I deny, that if the same use were made of several plump young girls in this town, who without one single groat to their fortunes cannot stir abroad without a chair, and appear at playhouse and assemblies in foreign fineries which they never will pay for, the kingdom would not be the worse. 
Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great concern about that vast number of poor people, who are aged, diseased, or maimed, and I have been desired to employ my thoughts what course may be taken to ease the nation of so grievous an encumbrance. But I am not in the least pain upon that matter, because it is very well known that they are every day dying and rotting by cold and famine, and filth and vermin, as fast as can be reasonably expected. And as to the young laborers, they are now in as hopeful a condition; they cannot get work, and consequently pine away for want of nourishment, to a degree that if at any time they are accidentally hired to common labor, they have not strength to perform it; and thus the country and themselves are happily delivered from the evils to come. 
I have too long digressed, and therefore shall return to my subject. I think the advantages by the proposal which I have made are obvious and many, as well as of the highest importance. 
For first, as I have already observed, it would greatly lessen the number of papists, with whom we are yearly overrun, being the principal breeders of the nation as well as our most dangerous enemies; and who stay at home on purpose with a design to deliver the kingdom to the Pretender, hoping to take their advantage by the absence of so many good protestants, who have chosen rather to leave their country than stay at home and pay tithes against their conscience to an episcopal curate. 
Secondly, The poorer tenants will have something valuable of their own, which by law may be made liable to distress and help to pay their landlord's rent, their corn and cattle being already seized, and money a thing unknown. 
Thirdly, Whereas the maintenance of an hundred thousand children, from two years old and upward, cannot be computed at less than ten shillings a-piece per annum, the nation's stock will be thereby increased fifty thousand pounds per annum, beside the profit of a new dish introduced to the tables of all gentlemen of fortune in the kingdom who have any refinement in taste. And the money will circulate among ourselves, the goods being entirely of our own growth and manufacture. 
Fourthly, The constant breeders, beside the gain of eight shillings sterling per annum by the sale of their children, will be rid of the charge of maintaining them after the first year. 
Fifthly, This food would likewise bring great custom to taverns; where the vintners will certainly be so prudent as to procure the best receipts for dressing it to perfection, and consequently have their houses frequented by all the fine gentlemen, who justly value themselves upon their knowledge in good eating: and a skilful cook, who understands how to oblige his guests, will contrive to make it as expensive as they please. 
Sixthly, This would be a great inducement to marriage, which all wise nations have either encouraged by rewards or enforced by laws and penalties. It would increase the care and tenderness of mothers toward their children, when they were sure of a settlement for life to the poor babes, provided in some sort by the public, to their annual profit instead of expense. We should see an honest emulation among the married women, which of them could bring the fattest child to the market. Men would become as fond of their wives during the time of their pregnancy as they are now of their mares in foal, their cows in calf, their sows when they are ready to farrow; nor offer to beat or kick them (as is too frequent a practice) for fear of a miscarriage. 
Many other advantages might be enumerated. For instance, the addition of some thousand carcasses in our exportation of barreled beef, the propagation of swine's flesh, and improvement in the art of making good bacon, so much wanted among us by the great destruction of pigs, too frequent at our tables; which are no way comparable in taste or magnificence to a well-grown, fat, yearling child, which roasted whole will make a considerable figure at a lord mayor's feast or any other public entertainment. But this and many others I omit, being studious of brevity. 
Supposing that one thousand families in this city, would be constant customers for infants flesh, besides others who might have it at merry meetings, particularly at weddings and christenings, I compute that Dublin would take off annually about twenty thousand carcasses; and the rest of the kingdom (where probably they will be sold somewhat cheaper) the remaining eighty thousand. 
I can think of no one objection, that will possibly be raised against this proposal, unless it should be urged, that the number of people will be thereby much lessened in the kingdom. This I freely own, and 'twas indeed one principal design in offering it to the world. I desire the reader will observe, that I calculate my remedy for this one individual Kingdom of Ireland, and for no other that ever was, is, or, I think, ever can be upon Earth. Therefore let no man talk to me of other expedients: Of taxing our absentees at five shillings a pound: Of using neither cloaths, nor houshold furniture, except what is of our own growth and manufacture: Of utterly rejecting the materials and instruments that promote foreign luxury: Of curing the expensiveness of pride, vanity, idleness, and gaming in our women: Of introducing a vein of parsimony, prudence and temperance: Of learning to love our country, wherein we differ even from Laplanders, and the inhabitants of Topinamboo: Of quitting our animosities and factions, nor acting any longer like the Jews, who were murdering one another at the very moment their city was taken: Of being a little cautious not to sell our country and consciences for nothing: Of teaching landlords to have at least one degree of mercy towards their tenants. Lastly, of putting a spirit of honesty, industry, and skill into our shop-keepers, who, if a resolution could now be taken to buy only our native goods, would immediately unite to cheat and exact upon us in the price, the measure, and the goodness, nor could ever yet be brought to make one fair proposal of just dealing, though often and earnestly invited to it. 
Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of these and the like expedients, 'till he hath at least some glympse of hope, that there will ever be some hearty and sincere attempt to put them into practice. 
But, as to my self, having been wearied out for many years with offering vain, idle, visionary thoughts, and at length utterly despairing of success, I fortunately fell upon this proposal, which, as it is wholly new, so it hath something solid and real, of no expence and little trouble, full in our own power, and whereby we can incur no danger in disobliging England. For this kind of commodity will not bear exportation, and flesh being of too tender a consistence, to admit a long continuance in salt, although perhaps I could name a country, which would be glad to eat up our whole nation without it. 
After all, I am not so violently bent upon my own opinion as to reject any offer proposed by wise men, which shall be found equally innocent, cheap, easy, and effectual. But before something of that kind shall be advanced in contradiction to my scheme, and offering a better, I desire the author or authors will be pleased maturely to consider two points. First, as things now stand, how they will be able to find food and raiment for an hundred thousand useless mouths and backs. And secondly, there being a round million of creatures in human figure throughout this kingdom, whose whole subsistence put into a common stock would leave them in debt two millions of pounds sterling, adding those who are beggars by profession to the bulk of farmers, cottagers, and laborers, with their wives and children who are beggars in effect: I desire those politicians who dislike my overture, and may perhaps be so bold as to attempt an answer, that they will first ask the parents of these mortals, whether they would not at this day think it a great happiness to have been sold for food, at a year old in the manner I prescribe, and thereby have avoided such a perpetual scene of misfortunes as they have since gone through by the oppression of landlords, the impossibility of paying rent without money or trade, the want of common sustenance, with neither house nor clothes to cover them from the inclemencies of the weather, and the most inevitable prospect of entailing the like or greater miseries upon their breed for ever. 
I profess, in the sincerity of my heart, that I have not the least personal interest in endeavoring to promote this necessary work, having no other motive than the public good of my country, by advancing our trade, providing for infants, relieving the poor, and giving some pleasure to the rich. I have no children by which I can propose to get a single penny; the youngest being nine years old, and my wife past child-bearing. 
The End [image: http://www.art-bin.com/bilder/onepixclear.gif]

Note: Jonathan Swift (1667-1745), author and satirist, famous for Gulliver's Travels (1726) and A Modest Proposal (1729). This proposal, where he suggests that the Irish eat their own children, is one of his most drastic pieces. He devoted much of his writing to the struggle for Ireland against the English hegemony. 
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Background Information
World Financial Incorporated (“WFI”) is considered to be both the largest banking system in the United States and one of the financial giants in the world. As of today WFI is doing business in a myriad of countries including the United Kingdom in Europe, China in Asia, Australia, and Canada. Last year, the “Giant of Money Giants” as they call themselves experienced a bank’s worst nightmare. The WFI has had a series of financial crisis from 2008 to 2009.
The WFI has sold rice insurance to rice buyers in underdeveloped nations such as Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia, and Bangladesh.  This process has been in effect around a year. Around 2009, WFI knew that what they tried to cover was an unnecessary risk. However, they persisted on the act of promoting and selling these “trustworthy” facades.  After a period of time, the buyers began realize the hard way that WFI’s insurance was nothing more than a scam. When they were confronted, WFI stated that they no longer hold the financial backing to support the insurance. In response to this statement, the United States Government reacted with outrage in regards of WFI’s actions. 
	The American Government chose to respond to this matter by filing an Anti-Trust lawsuit against WFI. They argue that the bank has gained too much power and that their actions are slowly, but surely destroying the global economy. Such can be seen in the underdeveloped countries that WFI was “aiding.” WFI react, stating that they are doing more good than harm. They add that if they were to be broken up, the stability of the economy would be lost and that it can never be resuscitated. 
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(1. Donald T. Robertson, Economist( 2004-Present)
(2. Angelo D. Gonzalez, Former Employee( June 2008- February 2009
(3.  Daniel W. Gerona III, Former Vice President( November 2006- December 2008)
(4. Constance C. Diez, Former Secretary ( July 2007- January 2009)                                                           
Defense(D):  
(1. James S. Thompson, Economist(2006-Present)
(2. Edward  J. Sansen, Former President( November 2006- August 2009)
(3. Robert Bersanke, Current President( August 2009- Present)
(4. Danielle S. Manning, Non- Executive Chairman of the Board of Directors


Examination Guidelines
· Each Lawyer will ask the witnesses a series of questions while keeping them within 5-7 minutes.  
· If the witness feels uncomfortable about the question(s) asked by the lawyers, they can either ask the lawyer to elaborate so long as it does deter from the original meaning of the case.

 
 Testimony of Angelo D. Gonzalez (P)
  	 My name is Angelo Deneiro Gonzalez. I am a former employee of World Financial Incorporated. I have worked with the company from June 2008 to February 2009. Currently, I am working at Navy Federal Credit Union on Dam Neck Road in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
               When I first started working with World Financial Incorporated, nothing seemed to be amiss. The hours were flexible, pay was good, and there was a friendly atmosphere. As time went on, I began to receive much more recognition from my peers because of my status at WFI. Mr. Edward Sansen was the one who brought me into the company as a favor to an old friend of his. I remember him telling me “Even though I let you in because of a favor don’t expect that you’ll get everything handed to you on a silver platter. You’re gonna have to work your way up to where you want to be. Just remember that and you will do fine.”
             Hearing that, I knew first off that nothing was going to be easy. So like he wanted me to, I worked my way up to the point of being eligible for a corporate executive position. That time, I couldn’t have been happier. However, something happened that changed my perspective on WFI, as well as life itself. Little did I expect that the man I brought me in was the one who almost took the company out.
               Around November, the company found itself in a bit of financial jam or on the verge of bankruptcy if you well. By using this “rice insurance” thing that they were trying to do, they were expecting to get themselves out of the hole from multiple failed or semi-failed engagements.  At first I figured that WFI was doing something that was beneficial not only for itself but the public. So, I went along with it, being completely oblivious to what was really going on. However, that did not stick if you know what I mean.
          I remember it was December that the true colors of the company were revealed to me. The reputation of the company began to tarnish, and the people were outraged and ticked with WFI. All because they were selling something that did not really exist in the first place. When I found this out, I was outraged as well. However, with the position I was in with the bills being what they were, I couldn’t quit even though I wanted to. In February, I decided to cut ties with World Financial Incorporated and with everything I been through in those several months of being employed there, I couldn’t have been happier.

Testimony of Daniel W. Gerona III(P)
My name is Daniel Wallace Gerona III. I am a former vice president and co-founder of World Financial Incorporated and work with the company from November of 2006 to December of 2008. Currently, I am employed at Wachovia on Independence Boulevard in Virginia Beach.
              I met Mr. Edward Sansen back in 1999 while I was first employed at a Wachovia in Portsmouth, Virginia. We would often talk about current events like politics, news, sports, economy, and women. Though I don’t we’ve talked about anything else more than the economy and women. Then, he came to me one day in late 2004 with an interesting proposal. He wanted to open up a new financial firm in Richmond, Virginia. That and he wanted me to be the co-founder and vice president of the company. Now I wasn’t so sure about the idea at first being that it’s one thing to work at and open your own business, but it’s another to maintain it. However, after giving it much thought and consideration, I accepted his deal. Thus, WFI was brought into existence two years later.
          While I was the vice president, majority of the business deals that we took part in went successfully.  Life in the company was good, the hours were indeed flexible, the salary was beyond satisfactory, and there were no problems in sight. I mean not a single one. Any other person that would hear that would think that it’s impossible for a company to be perfect. To be honest with you, I ignored most of what they said thinking that they just don’t understand how good it really was. Yet, as an afterthought, they did have a point. No corporation could be this perfect.
        It was between September and November of 2008 that WFI began to start slipping in profits and revenue.  This is what some would call the path to bankruptcy. As vice president, I was often the target for most of the slander from the media in regards to both the national and global effect of business deals tied to us.  I began to notice that there was a change in the atmosphere of the company, especially with Mr. Sansen. When it came to doing negotiations, the executive board as well as Mr. Sansen often stated the same phrase, that being “ We need to reel in more money for the good of the company.” Simultaneously, I started to realize what was really taking place and distanced myself from the overall situation.
      Late November to early December, WFI introduced a rice insurance policy for crop growers outside of the United States as well as in the United States. I was skeptical of the idea, feeling that this was not going to fare well. I couldn’t have been more right. Angry protestors, raging media, infuriated business partners, they where all there. The company was beginning to fall and I didn’t want to go with it. On December 28th 2008, I decided to step down as vice president of WFI.



Testimony of Constance C. Diez(P)
	My name is Constance Celina Diez.  I am a former secretary of World Financial Incorporated. I have worked with the company from July of 2007 to January of 2009. Currently, I am employed as a teller at Bank of America on Virginia Beach Boulevard in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
	I remember when I first heard of the company. They were having a grand opening celebration event that was open to the public in late 2006. Seeing that I needed something that would put me in a better financial position than what I was in at the time. While I was there, I met with many individuals that held powerful positions in their respective corporations. One in particular was Mr. Edward Sansen, the CEO at the time. He asked me a couple of questions regarding my working background, education, interview stuff. I told him a bit of my experience, and he was impressed. He asked me if he could see me in a few weeks with my resume so that he could do a proper interview, and I willingly agreed to do so. A few weeks passed and I met with him. The interview lasted about an hour or so, and he offered me the position of secretary. I hesitantly accepted the job, though I was wondering if this was the right decision, as far as where I started was concerned.
	During my time as secretary, there was a lot of business coming in and out. I guess you could say that business was booming. We had partners from not only across America, but across the world. I honestly could not believe that I was working in a company that flourished on what seemed like a weekly basis. You know, I often asked myself if this could ever get any better.
	Despite the “golden age” that the company had, WFI had a bit of a snag. A financial snag if you will.  Around November, the corporation started to lose money due to a number of things; one of them that I figured was the lack of trust from our business partners. I was worried that if we’d continue to plummet like this, then the company would have to shut down and I would be jobless. However, Mr. Sansen along with board proposed an introduction to a new insurance policy that would aid those in underdeveloped nations. I only heard bits and pieces of the whole thing, but enough to know at least what was going on. At first, the thought of the company doing such a generous and kind hearted deed gave me much needed relief, however, that was at first.
	Early December as I recall it, there was a media release of reports regarding WFI. In the report, it stated that World Financial Incorporated had proposed a rice insurance policy that would aid underdeveloped nations. However, it went on to say that the idea was nothing more than a front, and that the company was scamming people out of their money. I could not believe what I had heard, but hearing the sides of so many others, I knew it was true. I tried to keep on, but it was just too difficult for me. On January 14th, 2009, I decided to relieve myself of being the secretary at WFI. 

Testimony of Edward J. Sansen(D)
My name is Edward Joseph Sansen, and I’m the former president, CEO, and co- founder of World Financial incorporated. I have worked with the company since it’s beginning in November of 2006 to my abrupt retirement in August of 2009.Currently; I am retired and reside in Fredericksburg, Virginia.
As many people, me as well as Mr. Daniel Gerona decided to bring in a company that we both felt that would change the way people looked at banks. Throughout my forty plus years of being employed in the financial realm, I often heard from others that banks were cruel and would scam behind their backs. That and that the ones who did were never brought to justice. Realizing that a change was needed, I decided to rack up some funds along with Mr. Gerona, we founded the corporation known as World Financial Incorporated.
During the time I was at the company’s helm, everything went smoothly and without any sort of drawbacks. I met and hired a number of intelligent and wise individuals. Business was booming. Next thing you know WFI wounds up ranking at the top of global financial systems. I tell you, life was great.
It was early September to November of 2008 that I noticed something strange in the system. For some odd reason, we began losing our business. We started to go under in profits, lose stock, and decrease in revenue. I didn’t understand what was going on. I thought that everything was laid out and executed perfectly.
Realizing just what was going on, I gathered members of the executive board and postulate a means of bringing us out of this epidemic. We discussed, negotiated, and persuaded, and we finally decided on bringing in a new insurance policy. We decided to introduce a rice insurance policy. It was designed to aid crop growers in underdeveloped countries. Originally, we thought that this idea was perfect. However, something went amiss.
During late November to early December, the policy was initiated and so far, everything was going somewhat okay. However, I believe it was December 2nd or 3rd that the media reported that the insurance policy was all a front, a façade, in other words a scam. I could not believe what I was hearing. The policy we initiated was working great. I made sure that each and every wrinkle was ironed out. The question was who caused all of this.
In mid December, I launched my own personal investigation in order to discern just who was doing all of this. When I went into Mr. Gerona’s office, only to discover that there was nothing there except a piece of paper that stated that he decided to take it upon himself to leave the company. I couldn’t believe it. To think that a man I knew for a good number of years would walk out on me. Yet, at the same time, something came to me that I didn’t notice before. 
When I discovered that Mr. Gerona left an informal letter of resignation, I noticed that it was written in a fashion that Mr. Gerona would usually not write in. Usually, he would take his time and write out his letters and statements to make sure it was what he wanted to say. This time, however, it looked as if he was in a hurry. That’s when everything started to make sense. Daniel Gerona was the one who caused all of this.
Now that I think about it, he didn’t show up at any of the executive meetings during November and December. That and he often avoided me, and whenever we made eye contact, I noticed that he had a different look in his eye. As if he had some ulterior motive. The thought of this ruined me as well as the company. However, that was only the beginning.
It was in February 2009 that I was diagnosed with lung cancer due to some past mishaps. I was put on the sidelines for a couple months or so. The thought of my friend and business partner betraying me, the company being ruined, I couldn’t believe it. Being impacted with all of this simultaneously, my body was dramatically weakened. I recovered somewhat only to both resign as president and CEO of WFI, and to appoint a new president and CEO.

Testimony Robert Bersanke
My name is Robert Bersanke. Currently, I am the president and CEO of World Financial Incorporated. I have been employed with the company since its opening, and have been promoted to my current position in August of 2009.
When I first met Mr. Sansen, it was at the grand opening banquet they sponsored. He and I talked for a little bit about our past experiences and future ambitions. He shared his background in the financial field and how his past experiences led him to create World Financial Incorporated. I responded with my background regarding my work experiences in a variety of banking systems. He was impressed and told me to meet him after a while had passed. So a few weeks later, I met Mr. Sansen for an interview. He told me later that he would’ve offered me position as secretary or vice president, but they were already taken. So instead, he decided to have me start as an employee and see where I am after a good while, about six to seven months. Though I wasn’t completely satisfied with what he gave me, I knew that it was better than nothing. So I took the job.
As my time as an on the floor employee, I seen and experienced a number of things. One was when I kept running back and forth between offices just to relay certain bits of information. Despite how tiring it was, it was worth the effort since the result often entailed the company’s success. After a few months passed, I was promoted to floor manager where I keep all the employees that were in a lower position in check. Although this wasn’t exactly where I wanted to be, again it was better than nothing. 
It was in November that began to notice something being amiss. Every time I went on to the floor to keep things together, there was less business in usual. Not only that, but we began getting news coverage that gave WFI a negative image. People began to come up to the door and ask questions regarding the company’s future. A couple of days later, I overheard the executive board talking about the company’s falling numbers regarding amount of business we received. It was there that they proposed to begin a rice urance policy aimed for underdeveloped nations. I thought that this was good, but I felt that something was off.
During December I noticed something else. Usually, I would see Mr. Gerona in the hallways at least three to four times a day. But in December, I never saw him.  I heard rumors that he quit working with the company after the financial scare. That and a few other employees had left around the same time. This led to me believe that after the chain of events that had taken place, the cause of the problems had already left the building.
In a weakened state, the corporation looked as if it wasn’t going to hold much longer. This sad fact was only deeper in possible reality when Mr. Sansen was struck with lung cancer. The company was without its helm, and bound for a slow, painful crash. Fortunately, in a couple of months in August, he was able to recover enough to be at work for a week or two before going back for treatment. It was also in early August that he resigned from his position as president and CEO of WFI. What I didn’t expect however was that he gave me the position as President and CEO. I couldn’t believe it though. Regardless of my speechlessness, I took the job.
Since that huge promotion, the company has been keeping itself up and doing a great deal of business, both inside and outside the United States. Despite the company’s resuscitation, it couldn’t return to its former glory. After a couple months passed, I did some research into the matter regarding the financial scare in 2008; I came across some financial documents that seemed somewhat shady to me. I noticed that the documents belonged to Mr. Gerona. Also, the documents included a transaction history. Not only that, but the transaction account was the company’s main account. That and there was $1,000,000 missing from the account. I also remembered that there was a monetary exchange with one of major business partners around late September. 
Even though this discovery has led to an uproar in the company, work was still getting done, and business flowed as usual. My only concern is the fact that Mr. Gerona caused the financial scare and fled without taking responsibility for his heinous actions. Nowadays, people say that we should be shut down, and that are actions are ruining the economy. Here’s my response.
As far as our actions are concerned, we have done much more good than harm. I believe that the people are looking at the wrong source and that people are mistaken in labeling us as the core of the numerous economic downfalls. We are too big to fail, and if we are taken out of the picture for good, two things will happen, and yes this has been proven by economic studies. One is that if the company gets taken out, it will leave a gaping hole in the economic system. From that chains to the second result which will pull down the economy and everything in it down so far and so fast that I guarantee you this. When that happens, the United States of America will experience a second Great Depression. 

Testimony of Danielle S. Manning
	My name is Danielle Sara Manning. I have been part of the company’s executive board since World Financial Incorporated was founded. Currently, I hold the position of Non- Executive Chairman of the Board.
	When the corporation first opened, I along with a group of individuals was chosen to be part of the company’s executive board. Mr. Sansen and Mr. Gerona welcomed us to WFI and told us a few things. One was that the company’s aims for national and global success. Another was that the board will oversee all business decisions, evaluate and come to a means of agreement so long as it benefits the system and the public. I willingly agreed to their statements and began working immediately.
	During 2008, a series of events occurred. This ranged from meeting with ambassadors from countries such as China, Bangladesh, Brazil, and Southern Africa to receiving a multitude of business recognitions by the partners that we acquired. Business was good not only in our eyes, but in the eyes of the people. In fact, people looked to us as the means of uplifting the United States to financial levels that are beyond their wildest dreams. However, within the company, there was something going on that has not been highlighted on.
        It was mid June to September that this lasted. Mr. Gerona and I often talked on a frequent basis. He would ask me about his life and I would ask him about his. Little did I know at the time that this would escalate to a point that this would become overly personal. I started to notice that he would send me e-mails whenever he was in his office, ands I thought of it as nothing more than just little notes. Then it began to become flirtatious, and I went along with it. However, my naïve attitude blinded me to what was going on.
	As time went on into September, I was carrying on my duties as a board member, when all of the sudden I got a call during a meeting. I stepped out of the office to take the call. It was Mr. Gerona. He asked me if I could meet him in his office. I agreed and went to resume my meeting. Afterwards, I met with Mr. Gerona in his office.  He and I discussed the future of the company as far as business deals and areas of interests were concerned. This lasted for about an hour or so. Before I left his office, Mr. Gerona asked me a suggestive question that I would not like to repeat. I asked him as to why would he say such a thing. He responded saying weird things like he was lonely and his marriage was beginning to fall apart. He also mentioned that his family started to turn on him and he didn’t know what to do. From out of nowhere, Mr. Gerona tried to come on to me. I pushed him back and he fell over his desk. I then quickly ran out of the office, in shock that a man that I trusted would try to do such a thing.
	During November, I went on to continue my duties and carry on as usual. It was around this time however that there was a series of news reports stating that WFI was one big fraud and that we were going down in finances rapidly. I panicked, thinking as to how something like this could happen. In mid November, I called for an emergency meeting with the other board members as well as Mr. Sansen. However, Mr. Gerona failed to make an appearance in this particular meeting. Anyway, we debated on what could possibly turn this around. Then I remembered how my father would go and visit underdeveloped nations as a missionary. That’s when I proposed my idea of producing a rice insurance policy that would aim towards crop growers in specific nations. We all agreed an initiated the process.
	 It took about a while, but we began the policy and issued it to the target countries. We also managed to set aside a specific amount of funds that was meant to supply the farmers with the funds they needed to cover their products. So far this seemed to best a wise investment and eventually we stopped having negative coverage.
	In December, I heard rumors about Mr. Gerona resigning. At first I had a feeling of relief after he sexually harassed me a couple of months prior. However, something went wrong. Around the same time, the insurance policy that we implemented started to unravel if you will. The funds that were in place was missing and we started to lose all of our other finances. Then, I realized that the incident with the money, Mr. Gerona’s resignation, and the financial scare was all too close together in time. This led me to believe that Mr. Gerona had caused all of this.
	From the way I figured it, Mr. Gerona did this for a couple of reasons. One being that he was angry that I would not be with him. So he decided to undermine the company out of spite and bitterness. He also did this because he figured that if he did that, that I would do what he wanted me to do. A month or so passed, and things resumed on a normal flow. Yet, I know in my heart and mind that Mr. Gerona was the cause of the near collapse of World Financial Incorporated.


Student: 101: Harley Galaty (2010)
Note: The notes below are commentary on the sections and not part of the original student’s work.
 (
For the Project page entitled Topic Discussion Leaders
)
1. Proposal
Title – Bounce Back
Global Reach - 
	On December 26, 2004 Sri Lanka was hit by a tsunami which caused critical damage to numerous families. To this day families are still trying to get back on their feet and repair their country. Now it’s 2009 and I want to help families by giving them money every month. 
Note: A community service element is not required, though certainly welcomed.  Furthermore, the Global Reach should be painfully obvious to the reader.
Application – 
	With my research paper it will depict how countries see natural disasters and how long the country will show the disaster on the news. For example, the United States did not show Sri Lanka's tsunami disaster for a very long time on TV, unlike Hurricane Katrina when it kept being on the news 24/7 for more than a month. This knowledge will assist me in collecting funds for families still suffering from the effects of the tsunami.
Note: The application should connect research paper with project and there should be notation of what that connection is in this section.
Logistics - 
The skills needed to help me in this project are movie making skills, but this time it is going to be different out of all the movies I have created in the past. Something more creative and different I have not done before. The movie will be how I started and finish my project, I will tell my experience, and get some organizations input in this project. This movie is basically a time line from beginning to end. I definitely need to enhance communication skills and technology. Skills I am going to learn is networking and raising money. 
Note: The logistics section covers the skill set needed to accomplish the project and likely will include the “stretch” of the student.
Beneficiaries and Cost Analysis - 
	My job is to ask multiple organizations if they would like to become a sponsor to help these families get back on their feet by donating $20 per month for a year. Overall that is $240 which will be a great head start for one family. If I asked each organization to donate $240 at one time then there is a higher chance the organization will not like to participate in this project, but if I break it down to $20 per month for one year then there is a better chance the organization will say yes to helping out. We see it in commercials when different associations ask for money and they do not ask for a large amount of money. Instead they break it down to a dollar or five dollars rather than asking for hundred dollars per month. Mahesha van Goethe is my mentor for this project. My goal is to have 50 organizations at the most be a sponsor who will benefit 50 families and I am hoping to start as early as October or November.
Note: This section should highlight any financial dealings (if any) as well as beneficiaries of the project. If there are no financial costs, it should be stated here, however, students are cautioned that there may be “incidentals” and they should make every effort to foresee some of this cost as well.
Viability - 
How I am going to do this project is first speak with my mentor and how the money process will go. Second, create a contract saying an organization will donate $20 per month for a whole year. I am planning to do the one year contract even though I will not be at Tallwood High next fall, but I will do the end product to present to the board. Both the first and second step will be done by the end of October. Third, speak with different organizations in the community and at the same time spread awareness which will start in the beginning of November. Fourth, try to get donations by being in parades or events which will be throughout the year. Lastly, I will put together the movie as for my end product which will have my progress, what has been done, results, errors, etc.
Note: This section, in short paragraph form, should enumerate the steps of the process of the project as seen by the student at that time.
Reflectivity - 
The reason I chose this particular project is to help a country I never have thought of. This is a challenging project because I have to make sure the money does go to the family, communicating with other organizations, getting feedback, and keeping track of the money. I want to accomplish this because this is more different then other projects I have done and this is a different level of helping because it does not deal with helping the U.S. In the past three years of being in the academy I have been doing projects that really had to do with more research and less action. With this project that I am doing for Global Connections it really helps me branch out more like I am doing more action, I am enhancing skills, and meeting new people/organizations that could probably help me in the long run. How this is related to my paper is the media coverage between Sri Lanka and United States. U.S. media coverage on local natural disasters differs from international ones. For example, when Hurricane Katrina hit the U.S., the American people were devastated and the U.S.  news made sure people get updated on what is going on day by day. The United States never did that with Sri Lanka. It was more of a short footage and not a day by day progress. 
Note: This section should include a bit of analysis of the problem or cultural phenomenon being researched (Iceberg Level 3), and highlight the stretch that the student is making over the course of the seminar.
 Oath - 
Any academic dishonesty by you on any part of the project will result in failing the Senior Project and forfeiting Global Studies and World Languages graduation in June. 
Note: This section is to remind the students of academic honesty and shows (in writing) to the Topic Discussion Leader that students are serious about following ethical guidelines of research.
2. Rough Draft Abstract 
Title – Bounce Back
On December 26, 2004 Sri Lanka was hit by a tsunami which caused critical damage to numerous families. My job is to ask multiple organizations if they would like to become a sponsor to help these families get back on their feet by donating $20 per month for a year. Mahesha van Goethe is my mentor for this project. My goal is to have 50 organizations sponsor which will benefit 50 families and I am hoping to start as early as October or November.
Note: This Abstract is a Rough Draft, and as the seminar progresses, will likely look very different from the time the project is implemented.  This may mean scaling back an idea or perhaps building one up.  Keep in mind that Section 1, the Proposal has been accepted at the time the Topic Discussions are scheduled.
3. Research paper to date
Media is communication with the people from different sources and perspectives from all around the world, but has its pros and cons. CNN International, BBC, Al Jazeera, and Reuters are some well known sources people use to gain knowledge on what is going on internationally (Chamberlain). Politicians use mass media like television, radio, and newspaper to get in contact with the citizens, but not everyone in the world has all those ways to get the news (Chamberlain). In some countries the people will get the newspaper, but not have a radio or a television. Lastly, the words “breaking news” automatically spread fast to the minds of people especially when natural disasters occur and depending how severe the damages are in that particular country (Chamberlain). 
Both Indonesia and Sri Lanka were hit by a tsunami which was caused by a strong earthquake on December 26, 2004 ("Asian Tsunami Disaster 2004."). The United States reported that over 30, 000 lives have been taken by the tsunami and over one million people are missing and/or displaced (Sri Lanka Devastated). 
Note: This point, “Research paper to date,” continues to the point that the student is completed at the time of the Discussion Topic submission date and very likely will be in rough draft form / in dire need of editing.  In the sample above I cut it down to just the introduction for brevity’s sake.
Also, students should bear in mind the busy schedules of the Discussion Topic Leaders and not assume that the papers were read in full.
4. Unanswerable Question
What are the factors that affect international media decision making?
Note: Once established, the unanswerable question cannot change.  This promotes research done to answer a question, rather than a question being created to accommodate research done.
5. Proposed Sections and Focal Points
	
LIMITED TOPIC:
Media: The difference between the U.S. and Sri Lanka


	CENTRAL POINT
-How does Sri Lanka cover the news?
-Government regulations/ Censorship issues in Sri Lanka 

	CENTRAL POINT
-What is the point of view of the U. S. media coverage?
	CENTRAL POINT
-Does Sri Lanka approve of the U.S. media coverage of their natural disaster (the tsunami)?



Note: It is perfectly acceptable, and perhaps even desirable, for students to submit elements from the manual’s charts that assisted in creating proposed sections and focal points, or any other section for the Topic Discussion packet.
6. Thesis Statement to date
Media is a powerful source to spread international, national, and local news because countries rank how important and interesting the news report is, what the people want to hear, and how it affects other countries.
Note: As more research occurs, students may very well change their thesis all the way to the final submission of the research paper.
7. Mentor Name and Contact
Mahesha Ekanayake, imahesha@yahoo.co.uk
8. Research Specialist Name
Ms. Horan, Library Media Specialist, Tallwood High School
Note: each student is assigned a Research Specialist among the pool of Tallwood’s Librarians and Computer Resource staff.  This is a voluntary partnership in assisting in research, and although not able to be mentors to students, the LMC staff and CRS staff have proven valuable resources.  Students, if interested in the additional assistance, are responsible for making appointments with their assigned Research Specialist.
9. Number of Sources to date
I have 8 Sources at this time
Note: Students are not required to have all the sources compiled by the time of the Topic Discussion, however, they should have an ample supply to hold a meaningful conversation about the topic
10.  Additional Comments
Project is scheduled to be completed by the end of May.  As the project has not begun, I have no additional comments at this time.
Note: Student should add any additional notes here, including the due date of their particular project, and progress made on the project.


Pakistan Flooding Crisis Hit by "Donor Fatigue"?
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Pakistan's Child Flood Victims
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Pakistan Floods
)Aid Commitments Fall Well Below Those of Haiti Earthquake, Indian Ocean Tsunami; Relief Agencies Say Crisis Bigger than Haiti
[image: Monsoon rains have caused the worst flooding in Pakistan's history. About 1,500 people are dead, and 20 million have been affected. Many need help now, but unlike in previous disasters, relief for Pakistan may be a long time coming.] 
By Richard Roth  LONDON, Aug. 18, 2010 

 (CBS)  During the last few weeks, monsoon rains have caused the worst flooding in Pakistan's history. About 1,500 people are dead, and 20 million have been affected. 

Many need help now, but unlike in previous disasters, relief for Pakistan may be a long time coming, CBS News Correspondent Richard Roth reports. 

The destruction's massive. The human suffering's enormous. The pictures from Pakistan are wrenching, but if they've tugged at heartstrings around the globe, they've hardly opened purse strings. 

"Although governments have been coming forward with increasing generosity, the public response has not been the immediate outpouring of generosity that we've seen for Haiti and the tsunami five years ago," the U.N. Under Secretary John Holmes said. 

Sixteen days after the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004, aid commitments totaled $1.4 billion. Sixteen days after Pakistan's floods began, promises added up to just $200 million. 

Yet relief agencies say the humanitarian crisis unfolding in Pakistan is even greater than this year's earthquake in Haiti. 

Among high-profile donors after that disaster, with a million-dollar gift to Haitian relief, was actress Angelina Jolie, who's also given to Pakistan but less than she gave to Haiti. 

"As people completely understand the scale of it, they will do more," said Jolie. "I know we've been talking to people about where to put our money, who to give it to and when." 

A U.N. appeal for $460 million is only halfway met. If so-called "donor fatigue" is one reason, Pakistan's image is probably another, according to the U.N.'s former deputy chief. 

"Pakistan has bad PR, but it has bad PR for a very good reason," said Mark Malloch Brown, former deputy secretary-general. "This is an extremely weak, frail, in some ways even failing state." 

Big-scale relief, in a way, was invented for Pakistan or the area that used to be part of it, called Bangladesh. 

To help cyclone victims and refugees in 1971, the Beatles' George Harrison wrote a song. The benefit concert was the first of its kind. 

No one's singing for Pakistan yet to ease this suffering.

The Simon Cowell All-Stars Sing For Haiti
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Simon Cowell
Helping Haiti
February 2, 2010 
The pop-music world staged a high-profile fundraiser for people caught in natural disasters 25 years ago, with Band Aid and USA for Africa. Today, the world's concern is focused on victims of the Haiti earthquake. In the U.S., Quincy Jones has led the charge to re-record USA for Africa's "We Are the World," while in Britain, a song for Haiti has been put together by a perhaps unexpected figure: the British-born American Idol judge, Simon Cowell.
So, as it turned out, Mr. Nasty finally did something nice.
Cowell, known for his acerbic putdowns of a generation of pop-star wannabes, has become part of a campaign led by the Sun newspaper in London — and, it seems, Prime Minister Gordon Brown — to put together a Band Aid-style song for the victims of the Haiti earthquake.
"Had a call from PM, got a call from the Sun today, said, 'We want you to make the record,' " Cowell told an interviewer recently. "I have no idea who is going to be on it, and have no idea other than I will make it happen."
Over the past week, Cowell has made it happen: The song, a cover of R.E.M.'s "Everybody Hurts," got its first airplay Tuesday morning on one of the BBC's most popular morning programs, The Chris Moyles Show.
"Rather than commission a new song, Cowell went for R.E.M.'s classic, tragic, lilting ballad from 1992," Moyle said on his show.
The singers are a mix of mainly British and American stars — Mariah Carey, Jon Bon Jovi, Miley Cyrus, Robbie Williams and Susan Boyle among them — with some artists singing their tracks at the same studios in London's Notting Hill where the original Band Aid single, "Do They Know It's Christmas?" was recorded in 1984.
Even in Britain's famously cynical media and entertainment world — the world that spawned Cowell — the plight of the Haitian people has touched a nerve. Many of the stars involved, such as James Blunt and Rod Stewart, spoke of counting their own blessings as they watched the horror unfold.
"We think it's bad with recession, but it shows how lucky we are," Blunt says. "I'm so stoked to be part of something so meaningful."
 (
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)"Obviously won't say no. I'm honored to be involved," Stewart adds. "We can do what we do, and think ourselves lucky."

	Live 8 
was a series of concerts 
that took place in July 
2005, in the G8 nations 
and South Africa. They 
were timed to precede the G8 Conference and Summit held at the Gleneagles Hotel in Perthshire, Scotland from July 6-8, 2005; they also coincided with the 20th anniversary of Live Aid. Running parallel with the UK's Make Poverty History campaign, the shows planned to pressure world leaders to drop the debt of the world's poorest nations, increase and improve aid, and negotiate fairer trade rules in the interest of poorer countries. Ten simultaneous concerts were held on 2 July and one on 6 July. On 7 July the G8 leaders pledged to increase aid to Africa by US$25 billion by the year 2010. 
More than 1,000 musicians performed at the concerts, which were broadcast on 182 television networks and 2,000 radio networks. 
Live Aid and Band Aid organiser Bob Geldof announced the event on 31 May 2005. Many former Live Aid acts offered their services to the cause. Prior to the official announcement of the event many news sources referred to the event as Live Aid 2. However Geldof and co-organiser Midge Ure have since explicitly said they don't think of the event as the same as Live Aid. Geldof said "This is not Live Aid 2. These concerts are the start point for The Long Walk To Justice, the one way we can all make our voices heard in unison."  Many of the Live 8 backers were also involved in the largely forgotten NetAid concerts.
Organizers of Live 8 presented the "Live 8 List" to the world leaders at the G8 summit. This is a list of names compiled from around the world of people who have voiced support of the Live 8 mission to "Make Poverty History" www.live8list.com. Names from the list also appeared on the giant televisions at each concert during the broadcast.
Some ticket holders placed their tickets on the auction site eBay, creating an uproar which included Geldof demanding that the company remove the auctions, even encouraging hackers to attack eBay. eBay later removed the tickets, after some controversy.
Other critics say that millionaire rock stars would make greater contribution by donating parts of their personal fortunes. Indeed as some performers have been out of the public eye, it may be seen as a way of getting back. It is also important to note that Live 8, unlike Live Aid, didn't intend to raise money, but awareness and political pressure.
Concerts
There were ten concerts held on 2 July 2005, most of them simultaneously. The first to begin was held at the Makuhari Messe in Japan, with Rize being the first of all the Live 8 performers. During the opening of the Philadelphia concert, Will Smith led the combined audiences of London, Philadelphia, Berlin, Rome, Paris and Barrie (outside Toronto) in a synchronised finger click. This was to represent the death of a child every three seconds, due to poverty. There was also an event entitled "Africa's Calling", organised by musician Peter Gabriel, which featured an all African line up and took place at the Eden Project in Cornwall.
Bob Geldof was at the event in Hyde Park, London and made numerous appearances on stage, including a performance of "I Don't Like Mondays". Some of these were also shown to other venues. Special guests appeared throughout the concerts, with Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, making a speech at the London show and Nelson Mandela appearing in the South African venue. Guest presenters, ranging from sporting stars to comedians, also introduced acts.
The final event was held in Edinburgh on 6 July 2005 and went by the name Edinburgh 50,000 - The Final Push. It featured further performances from some of the artists from the other concerts, Geldof again appeared at the Edinburgh gig with his band, and performed two songs; The Great Song of Indifference and Rat Trap.  Midge Ure also performed in Edinburgh which was the closest of the eleven events to the actual location of the G8 summit.

Key events
· 31 May 2005: Official announcement of Live 8 concerts by Bob Geldof, Harvey Goldsmith (the phenomenal promoter who would handle all of the logistics of the mammoth task), Midge Ure, Elton John and Richard Curtiss. Geldof calls for a coinciding march on Edinburgh to protest poverty, "What's better - two days of work? Two days of geometry? Or participating in something you will remember all your life," he says.
· 3 June 2005: British Chancellor Gordon Brown announces that VAT will be waived on the cost of the London concert. He estimates that this will save the organisers £500,000.  He also supported Geldof's call for a peaceful protest rally in Scotland.
· 6 June 2005: Text lottery launched in the UK for tickets for the London concert. 1.5 million text messages are received in the first day.
· 7 June 2005: Midge Ure announces a concert to be held in Murrayfield Stadium in Edinburgh, Scotland on 6 July as the climax to the proposed rally.
· 11 June 2005: G8 finance ministers agree to cancel the debt owed by 18 of the poorest countries.
· 14 June 2005: eBay announces that they will block the selling-on of tickets after Geldof calls on the public to rally against the internet auction site.
· 15 June 2005: It is announced that Peter Gabriel will organize a sixth simultaneous Live 8 concert dubbed "Africa Calling" featuring all African artists, to counter criticisms that most performers announced to date are white. The event is to be held in Cornwall, southwest England, on 2 July. Senegalese musician Youssou N'Dour will host the event, which will also feature performances by African performers Maryam Mursal, Salif Keita and Thomas Mapfumo.
· 16 June 2005: Geldof announces three more concerts for 2 July, to be held in Johannesburg, South Africa, Makuhari, Japan, and Toronto/Barrie, Canada.
· 17 June 2005: The LIVE 8 List, a petition to the G8 leaders, is launched.
· 21 June 2005: "Live 8 Canada" announced. Acts include Bryan Adams, Barenaked Ladies, and more. The event will be hosted by comedians Dan Aykroyd and Tom Green
· 21 June 2005: Damon Albarn, who recently criticised Live 8 for the lack of African artists, is now reportedly happy about Live 8 now that they have addressed his criticism. He told a reporter: "I have said certain things in relation to the density of African performers... In some way that's been addressed and that's really good... Live 8 will make a difference - it's already created a debate that we're all involved in." Albarn was originally a part of the Live 8 line-up, but withdrew after complaining of the event being too "Anglo-Saxon"
· 22 June 2005: In the United States, MTV, MTV2, mtvU, and VH1 all confirm that they will broadcast Live 8 starting at Noon ET. Country Music Television and VH1 Classic will show highlights on July 3 in favour of their viewer's genres.
· 23 June 2005: All 35,000 tickets for Canadian show are taken within 20 minutes of being made available online.
· 24 June 2005: Live 8 Japan and South Africa announced. Acts in Japan concert include Björk, Good Charlotte, while acts in Johannesburg concert include African stars such as 4Peace Ensemble and Oumou Sangare
· 27 June 2005: Live 8 Russia, in Moscow's Red Square, announced. Acts include Pet Shop Boys and Bravo
· 28 June 2005: ABC say they will broadcast a two-hour highlights event at 8pm ET on 2 July in prime time.
· 2 July 2005: AOL Music begins broadcasting streams from each city live and on-demand at Aolmusic.com.
· 2 July 2005: The march against poverty in Edinburgh starts and continues mostly peacefully, with an estimate of 200,000 people involved with the march. Main concerts start.
· 3 July 2005: Sail 8 flops and sinks without trace.
· 6 July 2005: Edinburgh 50,000 - The Final Push concert in Edinburgh takes place.
· 8 July 2005: The G8 summit ends. Leaders pledge to increase aid to developing countries by US$50 billion overall by 2010, including an increase of US$25 billion in aid for Africa.
· 8 July 2005: Live 8 organiser Bob Geldof thanks the G8 for meeting the Live 8 goal and then knocks off for a cuppa.
Live 8 list
"We don't want your money, we want your voice." 
 Bob Geldof
The previous Live Aid concert, held in 1985, was a massive fundraising effort which accumulated approximately £79 million, which was sent to the world's poorest countries in aid.
The current Live 8 concert is not a fundraising event of any kind; rather, the organisers are hoping that it will spur people's political interest. The event coincides with the 2005 G8 summit at the Gleneagles Hotel, Perthshire, Scotland, and the idea behind it is to overwhelm the eight politicans attending with the amount of public support for the principles of the Make Poverty History campaign.
An enormous petition with (presently) over 30 million names is available to be signed on the Internet. Named the "Live 8 List", this can be reached via the Live8 List page. Millions of paper petitions and emails have already been submitted.

Tickets
the concerts were free, 66,500 pairs of tickets for the Hyde Park concert were allocated on 13 June 2005 to winners of a text message competition that began on Monday 6 June 2005. Entry involved sending the answer to a multiple choice question via a text message costing £1.50. Winners were drawn at random from those correctly answering the question. Over two million texts were sent during the competition, raising £3 million. Thus texters had a roughly one-in-28 chance of winning a pair of tickets. The first £1.6m raised is to be given to the Prince's Trust, who in turn will donate to the Help A London Child charity. The Prince's Trust usually host the Party in the Park concert in Hyde Park in July. This event was cancelled in 2005 to make way for Live 8. The £1.6m donation will act as a quid pro quo. Funds raised beyond the £1.6m "will go to pay for the costs of Live 8, as it is a free event", according to the Live 8 website.
Some people who won tickets immediately placed them for sale on the Internet auction site eBay, with the intention of making a profit. This was heavily criticised by the organisers of the event, including Bob Geldof. Initially, eBay defended their decision to allow the auctions to go ahead, stating that there were no laws against their sale. They also promised to make a donation to Live 8 that would be "at least equal to any fees" they would be making for such sales. Many people, angered by others seemingly using Live 8 to make money, placed fake bids for millions of pounds for such auctions in an attempt to force the sellers to take them off sale. It was later announced that eBay, under pressure from the British government, the public, as well as Geldof himself, would withdraw all auctions of the tickets. Others have argued, though, that selling the tickets would not have done any harm to the people Live 8 is supposed to be helping and it would have allowed those who missed the random selection a chance to go to the concert.
Similar scalper situations arose for the Edinburgh and Canadian shows, and eBay halted sales of those tickets as well. In fact, the 35,000 free tickets for the Canadian show were all distributed in just 20 minutes on 23 June 2005, Ticketmaster reported.
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Tallwood High School students are taking initiative to change the world
Who knew that a simple school project would change a handful of seniors into young advocates?
Students in the school's Global Studies and World Languages Academy organized projects to change communities on a global scale. 
For senior A.J Monette, this project means having the chance to champion a cause important to him - autism.
Monette organized an autism event, which takes place 6:30 p.m. Wednesday at Tallwood. The program, which will be a little over an hour long, includes a discussion about autism on the global level.
"I have a cousin with autism, so this was more a personal choice for me," Monette said.
Monette has called on his cousin's mother to come from Atlanta and speak at the event. She wrote a book about autism and started a charity.
Monette also asked someone from the charity Surfer's Healing to speak.
The senior doesn't plan to charge at the door, but he said any donations will support the cause. He's willing to help with follow- up events.
"I started this event as a senior project," he said, "but if someone were to call on me to help them do it again, I would be glad to help."
Senior Roan Razon also used a personal connection to pick her project.
Her family is from the Philippines, where many children without shoes get injured while walking barefoot to school. Razon organized a Flip Flop Collection Drive.
She hopes to collect 300 or more new or gently used flip-flops to send to Gawad Kalinga, an advocacy organization that combats poverty in the Philippines. 
"I actually do have family who are living in those poor conditions," Razon said. "So I wanted to take action, and do something to reduce hardships."
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The Future of Saudi Arabia and What al-Qaeda Websites Tell Us 

Michael Doran of Princeton University discussed the information available today on the various Islamist groups at their websites (see Lawrence Wright’s “The Terror Web,” New Yorker, July 26, 2004). For Middle Eastern analysts, the Internet provides the opportunity to monitor what the groups are thinking and saying day to day. 

Al Qaeda represents the most extreme version of Wahhabism, the official ideology of Saudi Arabia. It has generated enormous amounts of intellectual activity, posting hundreds of thousands of pages of material on the Internet. For ideology and propaganda, there’s Sawt al Jihad (The Voice of Jihad); another periodical, Muaskar al-Battar (Prophet’s 
Sword), is devoted to military preparations for Jihad. The website www.tawhed.ws includes Al Qaeda’s library, with books for download and the full text of fatwas. It defines the “straight path of Islam” the group feels it represents. Of note, that site is mainly concerned with Al Qaeda’s relations with other Muslims. Indeed, Arabs and Muslims are more concerned about relations with other Arabs and Muslims than with the West. 

Saudi Arabia’s two key political communities are the Westernizing technocrats, centered in Jeddah, and the Wahhabi clerics, who believe that all political associations should be based on religion, not national identity. There is no single Wahhabism, but the main line of interpretation began with Ibn Tayimiya, passed through his students, and was revived 
by Ibn Abdul Wahhab in the 18th century. Wahhab made common cause with the Saudi royal family and gave the dynasty its official ideology. 

Saudi Arabia is in the throes of a population explosion. With half the population under age 20 and the economy declining, the younger generation knows it cannot hope to replicate its parents’ standard of living. It is increasingly resentful, and both technocrats and clerics agree that something has got to reform. But institutional change poses a problem for the clerics, who own a large part of the state—schools, the judiciary, the police, mosques. 

Al Qaeda is one of several Islamist groups in the country. Sahwa (Awakening) was founded in the 1990s as a grassroots movement against secularism. Its two leaders, Safar al Hawali and Salman al-Awdah, were jailed for five years in the late 1990s for anti-regime activities. Where Sahwa has since moderated its position, Al Qaeda developed on its own in Afghanistan in a different direction. Where Al Qaeda promotes violent jihad, Sahwa shuns any conflict 
that would jeopardize what Muslims already have in Saudi Arabia. The crackdown on terror the Saudis have been carrying out since May 2003 is strengthening this group relative to Al Qaeda. 

Doran recommended Michael Cook’s Forbidding Wrong in Islam: An Introduction (Cambridge, 2003) as an excellent primer on this subject for teachers and students. 




Taking Democracy Seriously in Iraq 
U. S. Policy and the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

Harvey Sicherman, President of FPRI, outlined how the war on terror and the failure of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process had demoted the Arab-Israeli conflict from Washington’s top priority. American policy was based on a particular model of how peace could be made. The 1967 War discredited the formula whereby outside powers imposed a “rough justice” and then guaranteed it as had happened following the Suez crisis of 1956. Instead, Washington would encourage leaders who had convinced each other of their willingness to make a deal by reducing their risks in making it with money, arms, and diplomacy. This model produced peace treaties between Egypt and Israel (1979) and Israel and Jordan (1994), both of which have held up well despite assassination (Sadat) and war (Lebanon; Intifada). The 1993 
Oslo Agreement between Yitzhak Rabin and Yassir Arafat appeared to be another such deal. But Arafat’s behavior at Camp David (2000) and his role in the subsequent al-Aksa intifada discredited the Palestinian partner in Israel and the United States. The negotiating record indicated that gaps had been narrowed on territorial issues (borders; settlements) 
and security arrangements but were very far apart on Jerusalem and refugees. 

President Bush attempted to break the stalemate by publicly endorsing an independent Palestinian state but coupling it to demands for Palestinian reform and democracy. The U.S.-led “Road Map,” developed by the “Quartet” of the U.S., EU, Russia, and U.N., failed, however, when Arafat sabotaged efforts to suppress terrorism by his first Prime Minister 
Abu Mazen. By late 2003, the process began to look like a dead end to Israelis, and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon adopted a new strategy of withdrawing or “disengaging” from Gaza unilaterally. This “unilateral” initiative has turned out to be the most multilateral of all the initiatives, involving the Palestinians, Egyptians, Americans, and Europeans. 

Just as the Iraq War of 1991 begat the Madrid Conference that led to Oslo, the current diplomacy took its cue from the overthrow of Saddam. The war on terrorism and the invasion of Iraq are central to U.S. diplomacy and the Israeli-Palestinian peace process a secondary concern pending the appearance of a Palestinian leader who is willing to act 
against terrorism. It will remain subject to regional developments, especially actions by Syria and Iran. The formula remains the same: leaders from each side must convince each other they want a deal and then the United States can help to reduce their risks. In any event, the peace available is not going to be the one of reconciliation, as was hoped in 1993, but rather a peace of the generals, sustained by a balance of power. 
 
The Role of Syria, Jordan, and Egypt 

Najib Ghadbian of the University of Arkansas noted how, prior to 9/11, America’s pursuit of its three most important objectives in the Middle East (access to affordable oil, protecting Israel’s security; and maintaining regional stability) resulted in America’s aligning itself with dictators. Added to these objectives after 9/11 were prosecuting the war on terror and promoting democracy. 

After 9/11, Syria, Egypt, and Jordan condemned the attacks and offered assistance to the U.S. None of them publicly condemned the war in Afghanistan. Their position shifted, however, in September 2002, when President Bush sought the UN’s consent to making Iraq the second phase of the war on terror, which all three opposed. Subsequently they diverged from each other, with Egypt and Jordan acceding to and even providing logistical help for the war while Syria continued to oppose it. 

All three countries were hurt by the war economically, as they had benefited from both legal and illegal dealings with Saddam and depended on Iraq for oil and trade (the U.S. did compensate Jordan for this loss). Politically, they shifted their focus from possible reform to regime survival in view of the Bush doctrine. Moreover, in showcasing Iraq as a test 
case, the U.S. provided neighboring countries with visions of lootings and violence. Jordan’s King Abdullah has restored the country’s parliament and taken other steps to satisfy the U.S. and continue to receive aid, and Egypt is doing its best to retain regional influence and introduce those reforms it can short of democracy. 

Syria, meanwhile, while not named to the axis of evil in January 2002, has since occasioned the Syrian Accountability Act President Bush introduced in December 2003, which calls for it to halt its support for groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah, cease developing biological and chemical weapons, withdraw its forces from Lebanon, cease interference in Iraq, and enter into negotiations with Israel. Prof. Ghadbian proposed understanding long-term political grievances, building more alliances on the model of U.S.-Pakistani collaboration, and engaging countries’ own activists as more effective in the war on terror than imposing democracy from without. 

Economics, Demography and Oil 

Bernard Munk of FPRI discussed oil in the Middle East, noting that while 9/11 did create market uncertainty, it produced no fundamental change. The current problems in Iraq, too, only superficially explain today’s high oil prices. Over 50-100 years, oil as a commodity has gone through long periods of low prices and short cycles of high prices: it’s a capacity issue. The key to lowering prices is expanding capacity. For now, the world remains dependent on Middle Eastern oil because it is the cheapest barrel and its reserves are known. 

At best, Iraq exports less than 2 billion barrels/day, out of 75-80 b/d produced worldwide. Production is now about back to its pre-2003 peak, but it will take 10-20 years of investment to develop what are probably the second to third largest known reserves in the world. But a private company cannot simply go in and invest—states control the market. State involvement in the oil market has a long history going back to the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese war, after which Britain formed Anglo Persian Oil (now BP) to ensure supplies for its coaling stations around the world. Lawrence of Arabia then unleashed oil companies’ desire to get in on the reserves. Oil was cheap after World War II, and the U.S. was an exporter. That’s where its story becomes interrelated with the Cold War. In the late 1960s, Libya threw out the 
major companies; beginning the era of “resource nationalism.” Control was taken back by the producing states. Oil companies in the Middle East became agents of the state, and the U.S. became a significant importer of oil after 1971. 

Tie-ups between governments and markets are a recurrent theme, built around several characteristics of the commodity. Oil is price inelastic—it takes a large change in its price to induce change in consumption. There’s also the problem of governments attempting to control price volatility by holding reserves, which defeats the private holding of inventory. 
This leaves no buffer to spikes and price moves. If oil were strictly a market commodity, supply would be far more responsive to expanded demand, but oil is a “strategic resource.” Finally, the fact that sources of cheap reserves are under government control makes it virtually impossible for private companies to ignore government policies regarding 
development. Taken together, all this means that the market can’t do the job. These factors produce price volatility which in turn produces more intervention. 
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These questions are from several professional news people.  Use them.  They work!!!
``How do you know that?'' It tends to justify comments that could be misconstrued, and of course it exposes bigots.
What makes you say that? What happened next?

If you ask a yes-no question, you'll get a yes-no answer.
 
Three basic questions that even experienced reporters seldom ask often enough:

-What does that mean?
-Can you give me an example?
-Has that ever happened before? (Or, How often does that happen?)
A business reporter was grilling Tom Ridge , then the governor of Pennsylvania , about the expansion of a Lucent plant. She had asked him about the state's role in the project. Ridge gave a perfunctory 15-second political answer, and the reporter stood, unmoving. She looked up at him and said, ``And?'' He talked for another 30 seconds. She said “And?'' and he went on for five full minutes explaining in detail how his office worked with Lucent to bring the new complex to the state.  The lesson, of course, is don't let the source get away with a nonanswer. By being courteous yet persistent, she got what no other reporter there got.
Fish for figures of speech. Questions can stimulate imaginative answers. What’s it like?

-What led up to this?    -Who did what?   -How did it work?

 Reporters are often so focused on the present and future that they neglect that gold mine, the past.

`Tell me a story from your childhood'' and 
``If you could choose, what would you be doing ----- years from now?''  
These two questions are obvious, but they do often produce surprising answers that may pep up an otherwise predictable picture. Even if the reporter doesn't use them, they can soften up a stiff interview, make the subject more human and complex, and give the reporter insight. Ditto, a question about the road not taken: ``If you hadn't become a -----, what might you have done?'' 
Remember this phrase: evergreen questions. These are simple questions that can be used over and over to get people to open up. You could make a list of almost any length of such questions.

Some samples:
-What was the worst thing that ever happened to you?
-What was the best day of your life?
-Who was the person who most influenced you, and how?
-If you were writing your epitaph, what would you say?
You could easily list 25 or 30 evergreen questions. They come in handy not only for profiles, but also for other stories. This doesn't mean, of course, that you will go methodically through the whole list when you interview someone. The idea is that you can pick a question that seems appropriate or that might help restart a flagging conversation. Evergreen questions can turn up information you might not otherwise get. They can get a person to talking and telling you something real instead of telling you what the person thinks would be nice to say. 
Give something back to the source.
You can't just call them up and demand information; you have to tell them stuff, too, to make a conversation with you worth their while. And respect their time; if they know you're going to keep them on the phone forever, they're going to be much less likely to return your calls.
Allow for silence.

A key to interviewing is allowing periods of silence to stretch a little. People are uncomfortable with it and will talk just to fill up the space. Sometimes if you just let silence hang, the source will expand on what he/she just said because he/she can't stand the silence. 
Ask throw-away questions.

It's handy to keep a few ``throw-away questions'' ready. Questions you don't really need the answers to for your story or don't care about or have asked before or whatever. Toss those out when you want to have a minute to focus on jotting notes about the environment, body language, etc., so that you don't need to pay a lot of attention to the answer.
Use the tools at your disposal: respect, humor, doughnuts.

I always, always go into an interview knowing that no person has to talk to me, even public officials. I'm respectful of that. I do a bit of a Columbo routine, usually, which is more real than artifice. I generally find something, either in the person's office or general background (hometown, college) that I can draw a connection to. I use a lot of humor to dispel people of the notion that reporters are blood-sucking automatons. Sometimes I bring doughnuts.
And then I let the conversation follow a natural flow. If there's something that I want to return to, I make a note on the back of my notebook. Sometimes, instead of saving the hardest questions for last, I bring them up early - to keep the interviewee from conforming to a series of prearranged answers. And I always make sure that the door is open for a return call or visit.

As for tricks in approaching questions about difficult matters, a friend uses: ``How would you respond to someone who would question the ethics of . . .'' etc. 
Prepare.

To ask good questions you must be prepared to ask good questions.  That means, whenever possible, doing research on the subject and coming up with initial questions before the interview; understanding how much time you'll have to ask the questions; having an idea of the environment in which your interview will be conducted; and identifying your `tough questions` and setting up other ways to ask them when and if the subject dodges.

Also: Be interested. If you ask boring questions, be prepared to get boring answers.


Journalism sourcing
 (
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In journalism, a source is a person, publication, or other record or document that gives information.
	


Overview
Examples of sources include official records, publications or broadcasts, officials in government or business, organizations or corporations, witnesses of crime, accidents or other events, and people involved with or affected by a news event or issue. According to Shoemaker (1996) and McQuail (1994) there are a multitude of factors that tend to condition the acceptance of sources as bona fide by investigative journalists. Reporters are expected to develop and cultivate sources. This applies especially if they regularly cover a specific topic, known as a "beat". However, beat reporters must be cautious of becoming too close to their sources. Reporters often, but not always, give greater leeway to sources with little experience. For example, sometimes a person will say they don't want to talk, and then proceed to talk. If that person is not a public figure, reporters are less likely to use that information. Journalists are also encouraged to be skeptical without being cynical ("If your mother says she loves you, check it out."). As a rule of thumb, but especially when reporting on controversy, reporters are expected to use multiple sources. Outside journalism, sources are sometimes known as a "news source".
Using confidential information
Off-the-record material is often valuable and reporters may be eager to use it, so sources wishing to ensure the confidentiality of certain information are generally advised to discuss the "terms of use" before actually disclosing the information, if possible. Some journalists and news organizations have policies against accepting information "off the record" because they believe it interferes with their ability to report truthfully, or because they suspect it may be intended to mislead them or the public.
Even if they cannot report certain information directly, journalists can use "off the record" information to uncover related facts, or to find other sources that are willing to speak on the record. This is especially useful in investigative reporting. Information about a surprise event or breaking news, whether on or off the record, is known as a "tip-off". Information that leads to the uncovering of more interesting information is called a "lead".
Anonymous sources
The identity of anonymous sources is sometimes revealed to senior editors or a news organization's lawyers, who would be considered bound by the same confidentiality. (Lawyers are generally protected from subpoena in these cases by attorney/client privilege.) Legal staff may need to give counsel about whether it is advisable to publish certain information, or about court proceedings that may attempt to learn confidential information. Senior editors are in the loop to prevent reporters from fabricating non-existent, anonymous sources, and to provide a second opinion about how to use the information obtained, how or how not to identify sources, and whether other options should be pursued.
The use of anonymous sources has been a controversial subject for many years. Some news outlets insist that anonymous sources are the only way to obtain certain information, while others hold strict prohibitions against the use of unnamed sources at all times. News organizations may impose safeguards, such as requiring that information from an anonymous source be corroborated by a second source before it can be printed.
Nonetheless, prominent reports based on anonymous sources have sometimes proven to be incorrect. For instance, much of the O.J. Simpson reporting from unnamed sources was later deemed inaccurate. Newsweek retracted a story about a Qur'an being flushed down a toilet that led to riots in the Middle East; the Qur'an desecration controversy of 2005 was based upon one unnamed military source. The L.A. Times retracted an article that implicated Sean "Diddy" Combs in the beating of Tupac Shakur. The original article was based on documents and a large assortment of unnamed sources. When reporting on the original story, the Associated Press noted that "[n]one of the sources was named." 
After the embarrassment, a news organization will often "clamp down" on the guidelines for using unnamed sources, but those guidelines are often forgotten after the scandal dies down. One study found that large newspapers' use of anonymous sources dropped dramatically between 2003 and 2004. The Project for Excellence in Journalism, a research group found use of anonymous sources dropped from 29 percent of all articles in 2003 to just 7 percent in 2004. 
Not on tape
Whether in a formal, sit-down interview setting or an impromptu meeting on the street, some sources request that all or part of the encounter not be captured in an audio or video recording ("tape"), but continue speaking to the reporter. As long as the interview is not confidential, the reporter may report the information given by the source, even repeating direct quotes (perhaps scribbled on a notepad or recalled from memory). This often shows up in broadcasts as "John Brown declined to be interviewed on camera, but said..." or simply "a spokesman said...".
Some interview subjects are simply uncomfortable being recorded. Some are afraid that they will be inarticulate and make fools of themselves when the interview is broadcast. Others might be uncooperative or distrust the motives or competence of the journalist, and wish to prevent them from being able to broadcast an unflattering soundbite or part of the interview out of context. Professional public relations officers know that having the reporter repeat their words, rather than being on the air themselves, will blunt the impact of their words. The audience need not see or hear them being uncomfortable (if they have unpleasant news), and not being on air also allows them to be anonymous or identified only by title.
Attribution
In journalism Attribution is the identification of the source of reported information. Journalists' ethical codes normally address the issue of attribution, which is sensitive because in the course of their work journalists may receive information from sources who wish to remain anonymous. In investigative journalism important news stories often depend on such information. For example, the Watergate scandal that led to the downfall of US president Richard Nixon was in part exposed by information revealed by an anonymous source ("Deep Throat") to investigative reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein.
Ethics
Divulging the identity of a confidential source is frowned upon by groups representing journalists in many democracies. In some jurisdictions journalists can be compelled by law to identify their sources, and journalists can and have been jailed for upholding this principle.
There are several reasons to protect confidential sources:
· In some cases serious harm might befall the source if their identity is uncovered. 
· The willingness of other potential sources to share information with reporters may be eroded if confidential sources are identified. 
· The public perception of journalistic integrity is damaged when assurances about confidentiality are breached. 
· The so-called "chilling effect," which serves to dissuade sources in the future from stepping forward with unknown information for fear of reprimand or retaliation. 
"Speaking terms"
There are several categories of "speaking terms" (agreements concerning attribution) that cover information conveyed in conversations with journalists. In the UK the following conventions are generally accepted:
· "On-the-record": all that is said can be quoted and attributed. 
· "Unattributable": what is said can be reported but not attributed. 
· "Off-the-record": the information is provided to inform a decision or provide a confidential explanation, not for publication. 
However, confusion over the precise meaning of "unattributable" and "off-the-record" has led to more detailed formulations:
· "Chatham House Rule(s)": so called after Chatham House (the Royal Institute of International Affairs) which first introduced the rule in 1927, now in widespread use: 
· "When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be revealed." 
· "Lobby Terms"[4]: in the UK accredited journalists are allowed in to the otherwise restricted Members' Lobby on the basis that information received there is never attributed and events there are not reported. "Lobby terms" are agreed to extend this arrangement to cover discussions that take place elsewhere. 
· "Not for attribution" (as described by the Canadian Association of Journalists). The comments may be quoted directly, but the source may only be identified in general terms (e.g., "a government insider"). In practice such general descriptions may be agreed with the interviewee. 
· "On background" (Canadian Association of Journalists). The thrust of the briefing may be reported (and the source characterized in general terms as above) but direct quotes may not be used. 
· "Deep background" This term is used in the U.S., though not consistently. Most journalists would understand "deep background" to mean that the information may not be included in the article but is used by the journalist to enhance his or her view of the subject matter, or to act as a guide to other leads or sources. Most deep background information is confirmed elsewhere before being reported. 
Double Super Secret Background is a neologism, often used humorously, referring to the journalistic concept of keeping a background source secret.
The phrase, coined by Time Magazine reporter Matthew Cooper, gained notoriety in July 2005 during the Plame affair. The phrase originally appeared in an e-mail of July 11, 2003 from Cooper to his Time bureau chief, referring to a conversation with Karl Rove. In compliance with a court order, the magazine released Mr. Cooper's notes, thus breaking the anonymity of Mr. Rove.
Cooper stated[7] the phrase was "a play on a reference to the film Animal House, in which John Belushi's wild Delta House fraternity is placed on Double Secret Probation."
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Zen in the Art of Writing: Ray Bradbury, 1990

And what, you ask, does writing teach us?

First and formost, it reminds us that we are alive and that it is gift and privilege, not a right.  We must earn life once it has been awarded us.  Life asks for rewards back because it has favored us with admiration.

So while our art cannot, as we wish it could, save us from wars, privation, envy, greed, old age, or death, it can revitalize us amidst it all.

Second, writing is survival. Any art, any good work, of course, is that.

Not to write, for many of us, is to die.

We must take arms each and every day, perhaps knowing that the battle cannot be entirely won, but fight we must, if only a gentle bout. The smallest effort to win means, at the end of each day, a sort of victory.  Remember the pianist who said that if he did not practice every day he would know, if he did not practice for two days, the critics would know, after three days, his audience would know.

A variation of this is true for writers.  Not that your style, whatever that is, would melt out of shape in those few days.

But what would happen is that the world would catch up with and try to sicken you.  If you did not write every day, the poisons would accumulate and you would begin to die, or act crazy, or both.

You must stay drunk on writing so reality cannot destroy you.



On Writing: Stephen King
Get the first draft done quickly…
I believe the first draft of a book — even a long one — should take no more than three months…Any longer and — for me, at least — the story begins to take on an odd foreign feel, like a dispatch from the Romanian Department of Public Affairs, or something broadcast on high-band shortwave duiring a period of severe sunspot activity.
On rewriting…
Write with the door closed, rewrite with the door open. Your stuff starts out being just for you, in other words, but then it goes out. Once you know what the story is and get it right — as right as you can, anyway — it belongs to anyone who wants to read it. Or criticize it.
Second drafts can only help so much…
“A movie should be there in rough cut,” the film editor Paul Hirsch once told me. The same is true of books. I think it’s rare that incoherence or dull storytelling can be solved by something so minor as a second draft.
Formula for success: 2nd Draft = 1st Draft – 10%...
Mostly when I think of pacing, I go back to Elmore Leonard, who explained it so perfectly by saying he just left out the boring parts. This suggest cutting to speed the pace, and that’s what most of us end up having to do (kill your darlings, kill your darlings, even when it breaks your egocentric little scribbler’s heart, kill your darlings)...I got a scribbled comment that changed the way I rewrote my fiction once and forever. Jotted below the machine-generated signature of the editor was this mot: “Not bad, but PUFFY. You need to revise for length. Formula: 2nd Draft = 1st Draft – 10%. Good luck.”
Practice isn’t painful when you love what you do…
Talent renders the whole idea of rehearsal meaningless; when you find something at which you are talented, you do it (whatever it is) until your fingers bleed or your eyes are ready to fall out of your head. Even when no one is listening (or reading, or watching), every outing is a bravura performance, because you as the creator are happy. Perhaps even ecstatic. 
Some meaty detective-fiction similes…
My all time favorite similes, by the way, come from the hardboiled-detective fiction of the forties and fifties, and the literary descendants of the dime-dreadful writers. These favorites include …“I lit a cigarette that tasted like a plumber’s handkerchief” (Raymond Chandler).
On writing seminars and the desire for “the right writing environment”...
In truth, I’ve found that any day’s routine interruptions and distractions don’t much hurt a work in progress and may actually help it in some ways. It is, after all, the dab of grit that seeps into an oyster’s shell that makes the pearl, not pearl-making seminars with other oysters.
What scares the master of fear…
The scariest moment is always just before you start.
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The Ideas are the heart of the message, the content of the piece, the main theme, together with all the details that enrich and develop that theme. The ideas are strong when the message is clear, not garbled. The writer chooses details that are interesting, important, and informative–often the kinds of details the reader would not normally anticipate or predict. Successful writers do not tell readers things they already know; e.g., "It was a sunny day, and the sky was blue, the clouds were fluffy white …" They notice what others overlook, seek out the extraordinary, the unusual, the bits and pieces of life that others might not see. 
Key question: Did the writer stay focused and share original fresh information or perspective on the topic?
Key scoring points:
· Strong writing is clear and focused. It holds the reader's attention. Relevant anecdotes and details enrich the central theme. 
· Developing writing begins to define the topic, even though ideas are still basic or general. 
· Beginning writing has no clear sense of purpose or central theme. The reader must make inferences based on sketchy or missing details. 
ORGANIZATION
Organization is the internal structure of a piece of writing, the thread of central meaning, the pattern, so long as it fits the central idea. Organizational structure can be based on comparison-contrast, deductive logic, point-by-point analysis, development of a central theme, chronological history of an event, or any of a dozen other identifiable patterns. When the organization is strong, the piece begins meaningfully and creates in the writer a sense of anticipation that is, ultimately, systematically fulfilled. Events proceed logically; information is given to the reader in the right doses at the right times so that the reader never loses interest. Connections are strong, which is another way of saying that bridges from one idea to the next hold up. The piece closes with a sense of resolution, tying up loose ends, bringing things to closure, answering important questions while still leaving the reader something to think about. 
Key question: Does the organizational structure enhance the theme and make it easier to understand?
Key scoring points:
· Strong writing enhances and showcases the central idea or theme of the paper; includes a satisfying introduction and conclusion 
· Developing writing is strong enough to move the reader through the text without too much confusion. 
· Beginning writing lacks a clear sense of direction. 
VOICE
The Voice is the writer coming through the words, the sense that a real person is speaking to us and cares about the message. It is the heart and soul of the writing, the magic, the wit, the feeling, the life and breath. When the writer is engaged personally with the topic, he/she imparts a personal tone and flavor to the piece that is unmistakably his/hers alone. And it is that individual something–different from the mark of all other writers–that we call voice. 
Key question: Would you keep reading this piece if it were longer?
Key scoring points:
· Strong writing speaks directly to the reader in a manner that is individual, compelling, engaging, and has personality. 
· Developing writing seems sincere, but not fully engaged or involved. The result is pleasant or even personable, but not compelling. 
· Beginning writing seems indifferent, uninvolved, or distanced from the topic and/or the audience. 
WORD CHOICE
Word Choice is the use of rich, colorful, precise language that communicates not just in a functional way, but in a way that moves and enlightens the reader. In good descriptive writing, strong word choice clarifies and expands ideas. In persuasive writing, careful word choice moves the reader to a new vision of things. Strong word choice is characterized not so much by an exceptional vocabulary that impresses the reader, but more by the skill to use everyday words well. 
Key question: Do the words and phrases create vivid pictures and linger in the mind?
Key scoring points:
· Strong writing conveys the intended message in a precise, interesting, and natural way. 
· Developing writing language is functional, even if it lacks much energy. 
· Beginning writing struggles with a limited vocabulary. 
SENTENCE FLUENCY
Sentence Fluency is the rhythm and flow of the language, the sound of word patterns, the way in which the writing plays to the ear, not just to the eye. How does it sound when read aloud? That's the test. Fluent writing has cadence, power, rhythm, and movement. It is free of awkward word patterns that slow the reader's progress. Sentences vary in length and style, and are so well crafted that the writer moves through the piece with ease. 
Key question: Can you feel the words and phrases flow together as you read aloud?
Key scoring points:
· Strong writing has an easy flow, rhythm and cadence. Sentences are well built. 
· Developing writing text hums along with a steady beat, but tends to be more pleasant or buisnesslike than musical. 
· Beginning writing sentences are choppy, incomplete, rambling, or awkward. Phrasing does not sound natural. 
CONVENTIONS
Conventions are the mechanical correctness of the piece–spelling, grammar and usage, paragraphing (indenting at the appropriate spots), use of capitals, and punctuation. Writing that is strong in conventions has been proofread and edited with care. Handwriting and neatness are not part of this trait. Since this trait has so many pieces to it, it's almost a holistic trait within an analytic system. As you assess a piece for convention, ask yourself: "How much work would a copy editor need to do to prepare the piece for publication?" This will keep all of the elements in conventions equally in play. Conventions is the only trait where we make specific grade level accommodations. 
Key question: How much editing would have to be done to make this piece ready to share with an audience?
Key scoring points:
· Strong writing demonstrates a good grasp of standard writing conventions (e.g., spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, usage, paragraphing) 
· Developing writing shows reasonable control over a limited range of standard writing conventions. 
· Beginning writing has errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, usage and grammar and/or paragraphing repeatedly that distracts the reader and makes text difficult to read. 
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Global Beauty
“Beauty in the flesh will continue to rule the world.” - Florenz Ziegfeld (Beauty Quotes)

If one searches the internet for the definition of beauty, thousands of results are returned. According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, beauty is “the quality or aggregate of qualities in a person or thing that gives pleasure to the senses or pleasurably exalts the mind or spirit: loveliness” (Beauty). However, who is truly to define beauty? The perception of this elusive quality varies from country to country and across the cultures of the world. These attitudes arise directly from historical cultural values and are further influenced by media and social pressures. With each nation holding a unique history and culture, it is not surprising that contradictions exist across cultures about the meaning of beauty. 
This paper will focus on the beauty concepts held in four areas of the world: Africa, Polynesia and other islands, Asia, and North America. Though there are multiple beliefs of what constitutes attractiveness held in each geographical region, it is impossible to discuss them all in depth. Therefore, the focus of each section will be on one beauty perception held by many individuals across the region. To begin, in order to gain a full understanding of the many different perceptions of beauty, one must have a grasp of the intriguing similarities shared by all people on the subject. 
Universal Commonalities
"The science of beauty is that beauty is a universal part of human experience, and that it provokes pleasure, rivets attention, and impels actions that help ensure survival of our genes."- Nancy Etcoff (Todosijević)

 Before delving into the topic of the divergent views held in various sectors of the world, this paper will describe some universal commonalities. The focus of this research will illustrate that, though there are a multitude of divergent human perceptions of what constitutes physical attractiveness, commonalities exist that are widely shared and serve as a unifying factor. Many evolutionary psychologists contend that some of the ways in which people view beauty are influenced by human genetics and biology, as in the case of facial beauty. Like Nancy Etcoff states, there is a science to the principle of beauty (Todosijević). According to Professor Gillian Rhodes of the School of Psychology at the University of Western Australia, “face preferences may be adaptations for mate choice because attractive traits signal important aspects of mate quality, such as health” (199). Some facial features commonly viewed across cultures as beautiful include averageness, sexual dimorphism, and symmetry (Penton-Voak).  
It has been proposed that human biology leads people of all cultures to view faces that appear average in that culture as beautiful. This is because average facial features indicate “developmental stability and heterozygosity” (Rhodes, 203). The Heterozygous Advantage, when used to describe an individual, is the existence of two different alleles, or pairs of members that make up a gene, one dominant and one recessive, for a particular trait, generally one that deals with fighting disease (Allele). This advanced gene gives the organism superior fitness, thus allowing it to better survive and reproduce (Conneally). This theory has been applied to the study of the biological factors that prompt perceived human beauty and has been tested multiple times by psychologists and evolutionary scientists. Steven W. Gangestad and David M. Buss conducted an experiment testing whether or not “human societies in pathogen prevalent environments should be more polygynous” (90). The term “pathogen” is used to describe parasitic diseases, while polygynous is another terms for heterozygous. The results illustrated that in those societies in which parasitic diseases are common, “pathogen prevalence substantially correlated with average attractiveness rating across countries” (Gangestad and Buss, 92). In layman’s terms, people with attractive, average facial features have stronger immune systems. The positive immunity genes associated with average facial appearance may explain why such facial features are commonly viewed around the world as beautiful. 
As a second point, sexual dimorphism, or “the differences in appearance between males and females of the same species,” plays a key role in the perceptions people hold of beauty (Sexual). As humans undergo puberty, differentiation of female and male traits increasingly occurs. These characteristically female and male traits indicate sexual maturity, health, and the strength of one’s reproductive ability (Symons). Cross culturally, men view women as more attractive if they have typical, feminine features such as full lips, small chins, and high cheekbones (Rhodes, 208-209). Additionally smooth skin and moderately short lower portions of the face in women are perceived in all cultures as attractive by men (Symons). One additional indication of female attractiveness is muscle firmness and definition (Buss, 2). These characteristics signal youth and nubility, sexual attractiveness indicative of marriageable age (Nubile). Male ancestors utilized these cues to determine which females in society had the highest mate value, the greatest ability to reproduce successfully and often (Symons). In males, extremely masculine body features are found attractive by females. Typical masculine features include “large sexual ornaments,” thick brows, square chins, and defined jaws (Rhodes, 208-209).  However, according to David M. Buss: 
Male fertility, to the degree that is valued by females, is less steeply age-graded from puberty on than is female fertility and therefore cannot be assessed as accurately from physical appearance. Physical appearance, therefore, should be less central to female mate preferences than to male mate preferences (3). 
Therefore, the physical attractiveness of males is often less important in mate selection for females. What are valued more are the services males can provide, for example food and protection (Buss, 3).
While blatant sexual dimorphism plays a vital role in the perception of attractiveness, the more subtle nuances of symmetry also are a noteworthy universal commonality in the beauty preferences of humankind. The concept that symmetry of body and, especially, face is indicative of beauty was first proposed by the Ancient Greek Philosopher Aristotle, who considered symmetry “one of the greatest forms of beauty to be found in the mathematical sciences” (BBC). This concept has been tested and retested by psychologists with the vast majority of results confirming that humans consider symmetrical faces more beautiful than asymmetrical ones. In an experiment testing whether or not symmetrical faces are viewed as more attractive than asymmetrical ones conducted by Rhodes, Fiona Proffitt, Jonathon M. Grady, and Alex Sumich, results confirmed that “perfectly symmetric versions [of faces], made by blending the normal and mirror images of each face, were preferred to less symmetric versions of the same faces” (659).  Evolutionary psychologists contend that the driving force behind this is that symmetry “may signal mate quality,” health, and genetic excellence (Rhodes et al., 659). Highly asymmetrical faces are commonly the result of genetic abnormality and/or mental retardation and can often be accompanied by emotional and psychological disease. According to Rotem Kowner of the University of Tsukuba, “Mentally retarded individuals show greater anthropometric asymmetry than normal individuals, and people suffering from schizophrenia were found to have greater FA [Fluctuating Asymmetry] than healthy [people]” (663).  For the mental and physical health symmetry implies in an individual, it has been genetically programed into human nature to be more attracted to faces that are symmetrical to some degree. 
It is important to keep these principles in mind as this paper delves further into the topic of beauty perceptions around the world. Behind many of the perceptions of beauty are the concepts mentioned above. If one travels to the Far East, one would discover that fair skin is perceived as exceptionally attractive, as will be discussed in the fifth section of this paper. It is not only the cultural beliefs held by Asians that drive this perception, but also the femininity associated with fair skin. Here, sexual dimorphism comes to play a role. Pale skin, decidedly feminine in this society and many others, is especially perceived as attractive when found on women. Sexual dimorphism then can explain why men and women alike strongly view fair skin as especially beautiful on women. In addition, one may also note that averageness, sexual dimorphism, and symmetry are all perceived as attractive due to the healthiness of body and mind that they signal. This same concept is part of the perception held by Polynesians, discussed in depth in the third section, that tattooed individuals are highly attractive, as well as part of the belief of North Americans that tan-skin is beautiful. In Hawaii, tattooed men and women are thought to be healthier and spiritually protected. Similarly, North Americans, discussed in the sixth section, share the general belief that bronzed skin indicates healthiness in an individual. In Western and Central Africa, scarification, which will be discussed in depth in the next section, typically takes on symmetrical patterns. It is arguable that the behind this trend is the shared concept by all humans that symmetry is beautiful.
Africa
“‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty,’- that is all Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know."- John Keats (Ode on a Grecian Urn)

	Africa is a continent rich in tradition and culture. As the birthplace of the human race, Africa is home to a cornucopia of societies, tribes, languages, and practices. Readers may be interested in the further study of African head molding, Efik fattening, and tribal teeth filing, however, in the interest of time, this paper will discuss only one aspect of the multitude of beauty concepts held by African cultures; scarification. This method of body adornment is a traditional aspect of African culture and is used to reflect not only beauty, but also social status, tribal affiliation, sexuality, and maturity.
	Scarification, a form of which is cicatrisation, is a “scar formation at the site of a healing wound” (Cicatrisation). In many African cultures, especially those in Sub-Saharan, Central, and West Africa, scarification is practiced by both men and women as a means of body adornment. The decorative scars created during scarification, called keloids, are raised by cutting incisions along the skin with razor blades, sharpened stones, glass, and knives (Peck). These scars are cut repeatedly until the desired size is reached. When participants elect to rub dirt, ash, or plant juice into the scar to further irritate the incision in order to produce a more defined and raised keloid, [image: scarification_man]the process is called cicatrisation (Coleman). Many of the patterns of scarring take on geometrical tendencies. These scar patterns are generally symmetrical, especially those located on the face. As discussed earlier in the paper, all humankind holds the common belief that symmetry is a sign of beauty. This helps explain why symmetry is so central to the practice of scarification in African culture. Scarification, in part, is so popular in these regions because the high levels of melanin found in the skin of Africans prevent tattoos from showing up darkly and defined on the body (Africa). Scarification is  (
*The African man above displays the 
typically symmetrical, geometric pattern of scarring created
 on the face and chest (Coleman).
)used instead to form geometric patterns and markings that relate such information as the tribal affiliation, social status, age, and lineage of a person. This form of body adornment has a long history of existence in Africa. 
	Scarification has been practiced for centuries by many West and Central African tribes. A multitude of legends and beliefs about the origin of the practice exist today. Some contend that scarification originated as a medical practice that was believed to have spiritual healing powers, while others contest that this form of body adornment began as a means to identify fellow tribesmen, as well as enemies, during times of war (Houreld). “The indelible markings prevented warriors, who wore little clothing, from killing members of their own tribe, and ensured corpses received the correct funeral rites” (Clajot). One legend holds that scarification of the body discouraged the spirit of Death by making the person less desirable to it (Africa). African philosopher and author Ousmane Sembene theorizes in his novel Tribal Scars that the practice of scarification began in the 17th century with the advent of the slave trade (Clair and Niala). He contends that scarification was symbolic of freedom during this time because those tribes who marked their bodies were less likely to be raided and sold as slaves (Irving). Africans with scars and marks on their faces and bodies were less likely to be purchased in the New World because, as property, they appeared damaged and thus undesirable. In addition, in many places, like Benin, “the scars also helped to prevent wearers being taken into slavery because traders viewed unscarred faces as a sign of good health” (Clajot). However, it is more likely that the slave trade influenced the popularity of scarification, rather than served as the source of the practice. Evidence supplied by tribal art illustrates that scarification existed long before the slave trade. For example, Djenne terracotta figures displayed in James Willis Gallery in San Francisco, California during the months of May, June, and July of 1983 heralding from prehistoric Africa include scarification amongst their body ornaments (Ghent). In addition, “early evidence of African scarification can be seen in rock art dating back beyond 4000 BC” (Clajot). This evidence illustrates that the practice of scarification existed centuries before the slave trade began. Though the origin and original intent of scarification remains an enigma, they can most likely be attributed to by a combination of the above factors.
	Though it is unclear when and why scarification began, today the purpose of the practice is centered on providing an identity, spiritual protection, beauty, and several other factors for those that chose to participate. In many African cultures, scarification is used to identify tribal membership. In West Africa, markings on the forehead signify tribal affiliation, while those on the cheek indicate familial lineage (Heller). In many cultures, members of the tribe that do not receive that tribe’s markings are treated like outcasts. In areas where scarification is tradition, adults who do not have scars have trouble finding spouses (Clajot). The social stigma of lacking scars influences many Africans to undergo the painful cosmetic procedure.
 Scarification can also be used to identify the age and maturity of a person. Members of the Bessoribe tribe in Benin, for example, form markings on the face to symbolize the start of childhood. Later, when children become men, new markings are created on the stomach as an initiation rite into manhood (Scarification). In addition, scarification is conducted in many cultures because it is believed to provide spiritual protection and to appease the spirits of ancestors. To illustrate, the Senufo of the Ivory Coast believe that the markings made through scarification protect young children from death because they are unappealing to the spirit. In Senufo culture, if a woman loses many children to death, a scar is inscribed on her next child to ensure his or her survival (Peck). In Benin, where scarification is a common practice, over 60 percent of the population believes in voodoo. Many people living there inscribe voodoo symbols, such as the “voodoo python”, to appease or repel spirits (Clajot). 
Many African cultures consider scarification not only practical, but also beautiful. The intricate designs carved into the face and abdomen of a woman in the Yoruba tribe in Nigeria signifies that she is mature, as well as brave. They serve as a testimony to her ability to face childbirth (Coleman). Stomach carvings are also considered highly erotic. Women with meticulously carved abdomens are considered more sexual and thus desirable to men in the Yoruba tribe because they will most likely bear an abundance of children (Peck). Even though evidence shows that currently the practice is slowly declining in Africa and that Africans no longer place as high a level of importance on the scars as once before, people continue to have their children scarred because it is viewed as beautiful (Houreld). 
Perhaps the most famously known culture for practicing this method of body adornment, the Yoruba people have a culture and history steeped in scarification. Though not as popular as it once was, research gathered through experiments reveals that “among respondents whose children were regarded as old enough for scarification, 95 per cent of parents had had it performed” (Orubuloye, Caldwell, and Caldwell). Tolu Fakeye, the head of Nigeria’s traditional medicine development program, contends that the practice of scarification has declined in recent years because people no longer identify with it as heavily as in earlier times. He stated in an interview with the Washington Post, "In the last one to two decades, it's been mostly restricted to rural areas. The origin of the practice -- to identify people in the tribal wars -- is no longer relevant, and the people who identify it with cultural beliefs haven't had so much contact with formal education or urbanization" (Houreld). However, despite the evidence of decline, scarification remains an enormous part of Yoruba culture, which has a great deal to do with the perception that the practice makes an individual beautiful. Modernly, parents’ major reasons for having their children scarified stem from their desire to please the family’s ancestral spirits and to uphold tradition (Scarification). In addition, scarification is still an essential ingredient of physical attractiveness for many of those belonging to the Yoruba tribe. Many families have their children scarified with simple markings for the purpose of beauty, rather than to provide historical information about the child. Razak Ahmed, a Yoruba traditional doctor, summed this principle up in an interview with the Washington Post by stating, "It makes the face beautiful. . . . They cannot stop it, it is our culture" (Houreld). 
Many outsiders view the practice as a form of cruelty to the young children that receive it; however, as illustrated above, it is a deeply engrained part of West and Central African culture, a practice that many Africans take intense pride in. Writer Jean Clajot explains, “Some tribes in northwestern Benin and northeastern Togo are so proud of their scarification that they copy the designs onto the walls of their Tata Somba (house)” (Clajot). Despite the criticism scarification receives from Westerners, the practice continues on in much of Western and Central Africa because of its strong ties to the tradition, history, and religion of the region. 
Body adornment plays not only a great role in the beauty culture of Africa, but also in those of island nations such as New Zealand and the Philippines. It is fascinating that these two areas of the globe, separated by a vast ocean, jointly hold the belief that body adornment improves the attractiveness of individuals. Though this belief is manifested in two different forms, scarification and tattooing, the reasons these markedly different cultures both practice body modification are shared. This hints that some of the concerns held by mankind, such as one’s position in society, are universally held and displayed through beauty practices, as will be further discussed in the following section. 
Polynesia and other Islands
“A man without tattoos is invisible to the Gods."- Iban Proverb (Quotations)

In many island nations around the globe, body adornment has historically played a critical role in the concept of physical attractiveness. Though there are many other facets of the beauty perceptions held by island dwellers, this section will focus on body adornment in particular. For centuries, residents of the islands referred to as “Polynesia”, “Micronesia”, and “Melanesia” have practiced tattooing, or Tatau as it is traditionally called in this part of the globe, as a method of beautification. These include New Zealand, Hawaii, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, Cook Isles, Tahiti, and several others (Joyce and Thomas, 36). In addition, natives of the Philippines have also practiced traditional tattooing since before the islands were first colonized by the Spanish (Philippine). The aboriginals of Australia have also been known to practice the art (Viegas). 
Throughout these islands, there is negligible variance in the manner in which tattoos are created. For the most part, the tattoos are administered using a sharpened bone with serrated teeth. This instrument is dipped into a mix consisting usually of the baked and ground kernels of the candlenut mixed with oil, but also sometimes of soot from burnt plants and vegetables for added pigment. The bone chisel is then tapped with a slightly heavier stick in order to pierce the skin (Skin). Before the tattooing commences, the design is usually traced onto the skin with charcoal, however highly skilled artisans often create the designs free-hand (Joyce and Thomas, 40). In New Zealand, the Maori people cut incisions into the skin before administering the tattoo ink in order to create a raised design (The Maori). The Filipinos practice a slight variation of tattooing by using a piece of iron with three serrated teeth, rather than the bone chisel most other cultures utilize, to administer the ink. They also an ink consisting of sugarcane juice, soot, and lard (Philippine). It is interesting to note that in Polynesia, men generally receive more tattoos than women. In addition, the designs that women and men are tattooed with vary by sex and by location. For example:
In Rotuma a favourite design for the men is the perero, supposed to represent a strong-smelling flower which the young men give to their sweethearts. The women’s proper marks are circles enclosing designs, placed three in a row on each arm, diagonal marks along each finger joint, and small blots on the hand below the base of the thumb between the palm and the wrist (Joyce and Thomas, 41).  
Though the designs of tattoos prevalent in these islands vary by culture, their general purpose and history coincide greatly.
	The Polynesian people migrated to the islands located in what is now called Polynesia, Melanesia, and Micronesia sometime before 1000 AD; the exact date of their arrival in modern Polynesia is unknown. With them they brought the practice of tattooing. In New Zealand, the traditional tattoo is called Moko, in Samoa and Australia it is referred to as Tatau, and in Hawaii it is named Kakau (History of Tattoo). The tattoos were historically applied to mark social status, illustrate the wearer’s bravery, honor the wearer’s ancestry and family name, and serve as a form of beautification. The practice also held significant spiritual and religious implications. In some cultures, such as Hawaii, tattooing was traditionally practiced to protect one’s “health and spiritual well being” (History of Tattoo). In addition, tattooing, like scarification in African, was traditionally practiced as a means of attaining acceptance in the community and to mark the transitions the wearer had passed through in life, such as childhood and marriage (Skin). For example, in some parts of Fiji, spots tattooed at the corners of a woman’s mouth signify that she has had children; however, the spots are also often tattooed to hide wrinkles and make the wearer appear more youthful. In the Fijian Hades, tattoos are so central to social acceptance that women who have not been adorned with tattoos are not only ostracized by society, but often chased by other women in the community “who tear and cut them with sharp shells”  (Joyce and Thomas, 86-87). In New Zealand, Maori men who did not complete the process of tattooing were shunned by their societies, while those who did not have any tattoos were considered naked (Body). The “Maori could "read" each others' iwi ("tribe"), hapu ("clan"), rank, and locale in their moko”, which is the traditional facial tattoo (Levinson). In most of these cultures, the practice of traditional tattooing has sharply declined and, interestingly enough, for the same general reason. To illustrate how this decline occurred, as well as the modern day influence of this traditional practice, the following paragraphs will take an in depth look into the history of tattooing in the Maori culture, the most famed of Polynesian cultures for tattooing. 
	The Maori of New Zealand are well known for their unique tattooing practices. Unlike the many other island cultures that practice tattooing by simply puncturing the skin with inked needles and chisels, the Maori practice a far more painful method of tattooing in which tattoos are “carved into the skin,” leaving the surface scarred and rough (The Cultural Body). These tattoos can take several months, and up to a year to complete, because of the painful and dangerous nature of the practice (History of Tattoo). Maori legend holds that tattooing became known to mankind when “a young man by the name of Mataora (which means "Face of Vitality") and a young princess of the underworld by the name of Niwareka” were betrothed. One day, Mataora beat his wife, who fled to the underworld, or Uetonga, in response. Feeling guilty, Mataora attempted to enter the underworld and find Niwareka. In order to do so, he was forced to pass through treacherous trials and numerous dangers. When he finally arrived in the underworld, his face paint was ruined. Niwareka’s family taunted him for his unkempt appearance. He humbly begged his wife for forgiveness. Upon her acceptance of him, the woman’s father taught Mataora the sacred art of tattooing, which was in turn passed through the generations of the Maori (The Maori). Thus the Maori tattoo themselves as a sort of permanent face paint honoring their family and rank, one that can never smear like Mataora’s did. This “face paint” takes many years and serious contemplation to complete.
 (
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)	Traditionally, upon reaching puberty, Maori men and women began to design their mokos, elaborate facial tattoos. Though these designs are unique to each individual, patterns are often “passed down from generation to generation” (Levinson). Maori women were traditionally tattooed on the lips and chin. In Maori culture, “A woman with full, blue lips is considered the most beautiful and desirable” (Defining Beauty). Occasionally they also received tattoos on the legs and chest (Joyce and Thomas, 74).  Men, however, often tattooed their entire bodies in what is called the puhuro, swirling, colorful tattoos stretching from mid abdomen to the lower calves [image: Moko for women.](History of Tattoo). In addition, they also tattooed their entire faces. The process caused severe swelling and irritation, forcing those receiving the facial tattoos to eat only liquefied food passed to the mouth through tubes for weeks after a tattooing session occurred. The tattooing process is heavily steeped in tradition and ritual. As a part of the art, those being tattooed had to abstain from sexual intimacy and food during the process. However, family and loved ones were always present to chant incantations and offer moral support to those undergoing the painful procedure (The Maori).
	In modern times, Maori tattooing has declined due to western influence and the colonization of New Zealand in the mid 1800’s. In 1907, the British banned moko as part of their attempt to eradicate Maori culture, religion, and language in New Zealand. This ban, as well as the influence of Christian missionaries on the island, greatly contributed to the decline of moko (Levinson). “By the 1850s, the moko suffered under attacks from missionaries, who described it as "the Devil's art" (History of Tattoo).  The ban on moko was repealed in 1962, allowing the practice to be taken up again (Levinson). Similar declines of the tattooing tradition were documented in other island nations due also to the influence of Christianity. For example, “In Huahine (Society Isles), native law decreed: ‘No person shall mark with tatua, it shall be entirely discontinued. It belongs to ancient evil customs’” (Joyce and Thomas, 41 and 42). Today, many New Zealanders with Maori heritage continue to get traditional tattoos as a means to revive their heritage. This moko revival is more prevalent amongst women. One Maori woman, named Aneta, explained in an article on the practice that "Moko is about reclaiming a lost taonga--a part of us that was taken away. ... It is my external way of showing that I'm proud to be Maori" (Levinson). 
The intense pride felt by island dwellers in their heritage and cultural practices is a large part of the momentum behind traditional tattooing, as it is with scarification in Africa. The many meanings behind this ancient practice are almost identical to those of scarification in much of Africa. It is intriguing that the cultures of Polynesia and of Africa, so isolated by distance, have conducted different forms of beauty practices for thousands of years, as archaeological evidence shows, but for the same overarching reasons. The similarities underlying the beauty practices of these isolated cultures imply that, though beauty ideals may differ widely, physical attractiveness is not only of superficial importance, but also pertains to the universal concerns of human beings, such as religion, family pride, and health.
While cultures like the Maori of New Zealand and the Yoruba of Nigeria find faces marked with tattoos and scars beautiful, in many parts of Asia, it is porcelain, flawless skin that is the ultimate symbol of attractiveness. It is interesting to note that all three cultures find the skin, or the adornment of it, central to beauty. This may be due to the fact that human skin takes up and large portion of the body and, unlike that of most mammals, is not covered by hair. Thus the appearance of one’s skin is perhaps one’s most noticeable trait next to the face.  
Asia
“Beauty’s but skin deep” - John Davies (Trivia)

Asia is home to many cultures and perceptions of beauty. However, one of the most prevalent concepts shared by Asian cultures is that pale, smooth skin is the epitome of attractiveness. This notion has existed in Asia for centuries, “stemming back to ancient China and Japan, where the saying "one white covers up three ugliness" was passed through the generations” (Bray). Japan and China in particular have mushrooming consumer markets in face-whitening cosmetics and other skin products, as well as a variety of traditional methods rumored to give participants fair, flawless skin. In virtually all Asian countries, for example Thailand, Korea, and Malaysia, pale skin is preferred (Fuller). However, the majority of the market seems to be concentrated in Japan and China. In addition, less research has been conducted in these other Asian nations on the topic of beauty, as will be discussed later in this section; this lack of evidence is evidence in itself. 
It is fascinating that despite the differences in language, religion, culture, and ethnicity between Asian nations, fair skin has been preferred in all for centuries. Several theories exist today about the origin of this preference. One common concept is that fairness of skin was once indicative of aristocracy, wealth, and education. This stems from the fact that “those from lower social classes, laborers and farmers, are more exposed to the sun”, and thus have darker skin (Fuller). Another theory holds that colonization by lighter races, such as the British and Moguls, led to the perception that power is associated with whiteness and therefore pale skin is beautiful (Shankar and Subish, 101). This preference for fair skin is deeply engrained in Asian culture and has survived through modern times. One Asian man explained in an interview with the Los Angeles Times that “lighter-skinned Asian women…embody the traditional ideal known as si si wen wen”, which means that “a lady stands there with white skin and is very polite, and when she laughs, she doesn't make a big noise," according to Margaret Qui, an Asian woman also interviewed for the article (Chong). Research shows that “three quarters of Malaysian men thought their partners would be more attractive with lighter complexions” and “In Hong Kong two thirds of men prefer fairer skin, while half the local women wanted their men paler” (Bray). This belief is not only common in Asia, but is also found in other parts of the globe. The perception that fairness equates to attractiveness has led to centuries of skin-whiting practices in Asian countries. 
For centuries, Chinese women have used crushed pearls, powdered white jade, and ginseng on their skin as whitening agents. Japanese women have also used natural products as skin whiteners, such as a cleanser made from the droppings of nightingales (Sherrow). Today many Japanese women still use this same treatment. However, currently, skin whitening trends have gradually moved away from traditional methods to mass produced creams, cleansers, and chemicals. Most products either exfoliate dead skin to reveal the paler skin below or inhibit melanin. Surveys conducted in Asia have revealed startling results about the popularity of such whiting products: “Almost half of Asians aged 25 to 34 years used skin whiteners in a business that some analysts have said could be worth billions of dollars” (Bray) and “In Hong Kong, Malaysia, the Philippines, South Korea and Taiwan, 4 of every 10 women use a whitening cream” (Fuller). The media has added fuel to this craze. Typical Asian movies show heroines and heroes as pale and beautiful, while the villains are generally dark-skinned and less attractive (Shankar and Subish, 101). Billboards, advertisements, and posters litter Asian cities with messages touting whiting products and pale-faced models (Bray). Available in these countries are foreign products like Avon and Christian Dior, as well as products made by local companies and foreign-joint ventures. Many women prefer to purchase the locally made products because they are cheaper; however there is a huge market amongst wealthier Asian women for the more expensive, foreign products, which can cost hundreds of dollars (Sampson). In addition to creams, many women depend on animal products for skin care. A growing trend in Japan involves the daily ingestion of collagen-rich meats, such as beef tendons. Many women mix collagen in with their drinks because they believe it makes the skin beautiful (Defining Beauty). However, many of these [image: http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/2006/05/14/world/14thailand.xlarge1.jpg]methods have averse affects.
 (
“An ad for a skin-whitening product in 
Hong Kong
 says: "White or wrong? The right choice. Beauty Whi
te makes your whole body white”” (Fuller).
) Many of the whitening creams Asian women use have detrimental effects on wearers. These products are often produced in filthy warehouses, contain toxic levels of mercury, and can even cause cancer. Many of the brands produced locally in countries such as China and Taiwan “exceeded the U.S. Food and Drug Administration safety limits for mercury” and can seriously harm those that use them. One such product, Rosedew, was found to contain mercury levels “27,000 to 60,000 times the acceptable dose” (Bray). Companies like Rosedew that face criticism for the chemicals found in their products claim to have been unaware that there was mercury in their products and propose that the products containing them may be fakes (Bray). In addition, the market place has been flooded with illegally produced products made in village factories, many containing bleaching chemicals that eventually cause the blackening of skin and growth of itchy boils (Sampson). Toxic chemicals, such as mercury and hydroquinone, are highly effective in skin bleaching and also cheap in comparison to healthier substitutes such as licorice extract, which sells for $20,000 per kilogram (Fuller). This is part of the reason why these chemicals are so often used in the illegally produced whitening creams. Several women in Hong Kong have been hospitalized for mercury poisoning in recent years due to the use of such creams. In Asia and in areas of the United States where there is a high concentration of Asian immigrants, plastic surgeons have begun to offer treatments, called “mesofacials”, that “deliver vitamins, moisturizers and bleaching agents to a woman's face”, as well as block the production of melanin (Chong). However, by blocking the production of melanin, such treatments actually increase the risk skin cancer. Despite the dangers in using these whitening products, the market in Asia for them continues to grow in leaps and bounds and is even beginning to feature creams specifically for men. For many Asian consumers, the quest for beauty and the image of wealth far outweighs health risks.
Again, similarities abound in the traditional values behind the belief that fair skin is beautiful in Asia and those behind scarification in Africa and tattooing in the islands of Polynesia. While the pale-skin craze in Asia is driven far more by the media and consumerism in comparison to these other traditions, similarities lie in the fact that the two practices of adornment and the perceived beauty of white skin symbolize social status and power in those that fulfill these requirements. However, research on the topic has been primarily conducted in China and Japan, where these products are most widely used. As previously mentioned, the lack of evidence on the beauty preferences in other Asian nations is evidence in itself. China has an ever growing consumer market that has been highly influenced by the western consumer culture, while Japan has been for quite some time, a highly consumerist society. This in part explains why the skin whitening trend has been so pronounced in these two nations. One may speculate that the reason less importance has been placed on beauty practices in some of the other Asian nations stems from the possibility that the beauty market may have less relevance there. In nations like North Korea where the average yearly income is a mere $757, every penny must go to the necessities, therefore many citizens may not have the money or time to emphasize beauty (Kirk). However, it has been well documented that despite any variance of incomes or emphasis on beauty across Asian nations, it is a common belief that fair skin is attractive.
While most Asians find pale skin the height of beauty, on the other side of the world, it is tanned, bronzed skin that is perceived as attractive. These contrasting perceptions come into direct conflict in areas like the United States, where immigrants and their children differ vastly in skin color preference. One daughter of such immigrants explained: 
Filipinos don’t want to be really dark, especially for girls because it gives of the impression that she is a laborer. The elder generation of my family wants to be fair skinned, but my generation wants to be tan. Like my mom and all of my aunts use whitening face washes (Monton).
 As this paper continues, it will illustrate that, interestingly enough, these two opposing views concerning skin color and beauty are driven by the same underlying perception that those traits that signal wealth are most attractive. As noted previously, there is considerable overlap in the underlying principles of beauty perceptions, rather than their outward manifestations. It is intriguing that yet again, the appearance of one’s skin plays a vital role in one’s physical beauty. 
	 North America
“Too much beauty, I reckon, is nothing but too much sun.” - E. B. Browning (Quotes on Beauty)

	In much of North America, but especially the United States, having a glowing tan is perceived as one of the many facets of what makes one attractive. Though in centuries past, it was fair skin that was sought after, since the early 1900’s a reversal of this trend has occurred. This can be attributed to changing attitudes of how the aristocratic spend their time, as well as a morphing perception of which outer-appearances signal health. The quest for tan skin has led to the burgeoning of the tanning bed, tanning oil, and spray tan markets as men and women alike seek to maintain a bronzed appearance not only in summer, but throughout the entire year. Teens and adults in their twenties are most prone to tanning because the negative effects of the sun and tanning beds on their skin are not immediately revealed (Darker). Growing concern over the tanning craze in the United States has even led to proposals calling for a ten percent tax on tanning salons (Could Congress). To fully understand how the belief that tan-skin is attractive originated, it is important to look into the history of this phenomenon. 
	Up until the end of the Victorian era, about 1901, pale skin was the absolute symbol of beauty, refinement, wealth, and power in both Europe and North America (Victorian). Behind this ideal was the long standing view that only the aristocratic had the leisure to stay inside, away from the rays of the sun, while the poor laborers toiled in fields and grew darker skinned. This perception continues in Asia today, however around 1920, it reversed in Europe and North America. It is generally accepted that this cultural reversal was directly due to two famed French women during the 1920s. Coco Chanel, the prominent designer, returned from a yachting vacation with a suntan; her fans began to follow in her footsteps. In addition, French singing sensation, Josephine Baker, had a naturally caramel complexion, which prompted many of her female supporters to take up sun tanning (Sun). Around this time, newspapers and other forms of media grew more prominent. Photos of these tanned stars were widely circulated and soon after magazines began to feature tanned models (Ashbrook). Bronze soon became the new skin color of glamour and luxury. Being tanned became synonymous with wealth during this time as the public began to believe that the privileged had the time to lounge in the sun and spend time on boats, in the process gaining deepened skin tones (Chong). Part of this belief may in part be a byproduct of the Industrial Revolution, during which the common laborer shifted from doing outdoor work to spending hours inside stifling factories, and thus avoiding the skin-darkening UV rays.
As a second point, many psychologists contend that people have come to deem tanned skin as a sign of healthiness, further adding to the appeal of the tan. North Shore psychiatrist Lenore Cantor explained in an interview with The Boston Globe that "There's a general perception that a tan means you're healthy” (Muther). Dr. Sandra Read, “a dermatologist in Washington and member of the National Council on Skin Cancer Prevention”, seems to agree with this assertion; she states on the subject, “We're fighting a Darwinian struggle here…We're hardwired to look at color-- vividness--as a sign of health and attractiveness and a potential good partner to mate with” (Rawe). As discussed in the Universal Commonalities section of this paper, it is often those traits that signal health that are perceived as attractive.
Further driving what is now referred to as the “tanning obsession” is the media and social pressures. Advertisements in Asian nations feature fair skinned women and whitening products; however, in the United States and much of Canada, bronzed models peer out from magazine ads and billboards, while tanning salons promote their services through television, radio, and internet advertising. Commercials promoting healthier lifestyles, such as those for dieting services like Nutrisystem® and exercise machines like Bowflex®, virtually always display toned, deeply bronzed men and women who claim to have experienced success through the use of their products. Advertisements such as these further promote the concept that tanned skin is indicative of health. While television and movie stars in Asia are typically pale skinned, the vast majority of celebrities and socialites in North America sport tans year round. Tanned icons like Jessica Simpson and Paris Hilton help reinforce the perception that tan skin is beautiful and valuable (Rawe). This evidence illustrates that as a society, the United States in particular is driven by advertising and the media. 
The perception that tanned skin is beautiful has led many adolescents and young adults to feel socially pressured to use self-tanners and tanning beds and to spend hours in the sun at beaches and pools. Many feel pressured to get tans because the majority of their friends and peers sport this look and/or find it more attractive. One survey conducted in 2004 found that “1 in 10 youths ages 11 to 18 uses a tanning bed each year” (Narayan). Additional evidence shows that an “estimated 2.3 million teens who pop into a tanning parlor at least once a year, helping make indoor tanning what an industry trade group says is a $5 billion-a-year business” (Rawe).  Research conducted by the International Medical News Group in surveys during the years of 1988, 1994, and 2007 reveals that “in each successive interval, there was an…increase in the perception that people looked better with a tan --58% in 1988, 69% in 1994, and 81% in 2007 (Young Adults). Use of tanning beds also rose 1% in 1988, 26% in 1994, and 27% in 2007” (Young Adults). The self-tanning market has experienced similar growth in its product use:
Sales of self-tanners in the United States have skyrocketed in the past five years. In 2003, sales totaled $53 million. By 2008, sales surpassed $200 million, according to market research group Mintel International Group, Ltd. They anticipate those numbers will continue to rise in 2009 (Muther).
This evidence indicates that the desire for tanned skin is quickly growing in North America. Furthermore, in light of this research, one can confidently state that the United States, especially, is a highly consumerist society in which the beauty industry reaps large benefits by encouraging the use of its products through the heavy use of advertising. One may note here that this is very similar to the situation in Asia, in which beauty companies are increasingly profiting by adding fuel to the desires of women, and even men, to have fair skin through media. This directly contrasts to the beauty practices of Africa and Polynesia, which are much more steeped in culture and tradition and where no real market exists for the practices of scarification and tattooing. Much like in Asia, where women contract ill effects due to the use of whitening creams, many people in North America, women especially, face adverse effects in the quest for bronzed skin. 
	It has been well documented that exposure to UV rays not only damages the skin by causing wrinkles, sunspots, and premature skin-aging, but also by causing the growth of skin cancers, amongst them the most deadly type, melanoma (Darker). A representational survey conducted by the International Medical News Group illustrated that in 2007, 87% of people understood that “tanning can cause melanoma/skin cancer.” Yet despite this knowledge, the use of tanning beds in 2007 increased by 27% (Young Adults). Countless personal stories of fair-skinned women getting melanoma due to tanning have been used in mounting attacks against the tanning bed industry. These women are part of the growing group who contract the deadly skin cancer. Research illustrates a definite, positive correlation between tanning bed use and the contraction of melanoma: studies have found that “younger people who regularly use tanning beds are eight times more likely to get melanoma than people who have never used them” (Cheng). It has been reported that “The incidence of melanoma, the most lethal form of skin cancer, has doubled in the U.S. since 1975 among women ages 15 to 29” and “The World Health Organization estimated…that up to 60,000 deaths worldwide are caused each year by excessive UV exposure and urged youths under 18 to steer clear of indoor tanning” (Rawe). In August of 2009, the International Agency for Research on Cancer classified tanning beds and UV radiation as carcinogenic, “deeming both to be as deadly as arsenic and mustard gas” (Cheng). The same report also stated that “if you tan indoors before age 30, your skin-cancer risk rises by 75 percent” (Colino). Despite this evidence, women and men alike continue to use tanning beds and spend time baking in the sun. This may signify that for many Americans and Canadians, beauty and the bronzed skin culturally associated with it is of the utmost importance. 
The common perception that tanned skin is part of what constitutes physical attractiveness is highly similar to the belief held by many Asians that pale skin is beautiful. Behind each perception is the common belief that skin color is reflective of wealth and social position. Asians believe that pale skin is the mark of wealth and class because only the privileged can afford to remain indoors and thus unaffected by the sun, while laborers slave beneath it, growing increasingly dark-skinned. On the other hand, North Americans seem to hold the general concept that tan skin signifies wealth because only the upper class have the free time to lounge at the beach or the money to purchase a boat on which one would experience sun exposure. The less wealthy are more occupied with work and have less time to spend outside, and thus they are lighter-skinned. Less obvious, but still detectable is the similarity between the view held by North Americans that bronzed skin is beautiful and those held by the Polynesians and Africans that tattoos and scarring are beautiful. Behind the three perceptions is the common belief that those who have the following criteria are of higher social status and importance in their societies. Equally compelling is the recurring centrality of skin in all four perceptions of beauty. It is fascinating that these common threads seems to link all of the aforementioned perceptions of beauty, despite the cultural and physical differences separating the regions of the world this paper has discussed. 
Conclusions
“Beauty?... To me it is a word without sense because I do not know where its meaning comes from nor where it leads to.”- Pablo Picasso (Beauty Quotes)

	To revisit, Merriam-Webster states that beauty is “the quality or aggregate of qualities in a person or thing that gives pleasure to the senses” (Beauty). In many ways, this is true. Poets and artists marvel over beauty and attempt to convey to others its essence and the pleasure their eyes and souls receive by gazing upon it. However, this paper proves that beauty is much more than just that. Though the perceptions of what constitutes beauty vary immensely between the geographical regions researched in this paper, evidence hints to a network of commonalities, including averageness, sexual dimorphism, and symmetry, underlying the many cultural beauty perceptions discussed. Even more compelling are the common concerns behind many of the differing beliefs of what qualities constitute attractiveness. 
To illustrate, in Western and Central Africa, many individuals continue to practice scarification today because it is an important part of their tradition and culture, it honors their ancestors and tribes, provides spiritual protection, helps them gain acceptance within their communities, and marks social status and important events in life. Likewise, the Maori in New Zealand still tattoo their faces with the traditional moko for virtually identical reasons. The people of these cultures practice two very different forms of beautification and hold diverse views of what makes one attractive. However, the reasons for the practice of these dissimilar body modifications are the same. To further illustrate this point, throughout much of Asia, fair skin is seen as the mark of beauty. Yet on the other hand, North Americans view bronzed skin as the epitome of attractiveness. However, strangely enough, behind both perceptions is the belief that skin color indicates social class and wealth. Though less obvious, similarities lie in the fact that the two practices of adornment and the perceived beauty of light skin tone in Asia and that of bronzed skin tone in North America all symbolize social status and power in those that fulfill these requirements. This implies that through beauty practices, humankind in general seeks to display more than just its physical attractiveness, but also deeper concerns such as family pride, spirituality, social class, and wealth. 
As a second point, this paper also illustrates that the beauty perceptions held by various cultures can hint to the values held by each culture. While the beauty practices of Western and Central Africa and Polynesia place more importance on tradition, spirituality, and honor, those of Asia and North America are more concerned with physical appearance and the implications of wealth and social status through it. In addition, there is no large market for scarification in Africa and tattooing in Polynesia; however, in both Asia and North America, businesses profit immensely by selling their products to individuals and by heightening the beauty perceptions of these areas through advertising and media. This indicates that in African and Polynesian culture, tradition is more important than consumerism or the pressures of media. Directly contrasting with this, Asians and North Americans are highly consumerist and advertisement driven. 
Despite the multitude of information and connections one can make in light of this research, this paper is admittedly incomplete. While much can be learned from the in depth look at beauty perceptions in Africa, Polynesia and other islands, Asia, and North America, there is a abundance of beliefs in existence in other corners of the globe, for example the Middle East, Europe, and South America. Due to the constraints of this paper and the lack of research available on the topic of global perspectives of beauty, first hand research through interviews and videoconferencing will be necessary in order to fully cover this broad and fascinating topic. The author seeks to reveal the truth behind what constitutes beauty through such personal research, which will be compiled into a brief documentary. Though many may share in Pablo Picasso’s sentiments when he stated, “Beauty?...To me it is a word without sense because I do not know where its meaning comes from nor where it leads to”, with time, this research will pave the way for a greater understanding of what beauty means around the world (Beauty Qutoes).  
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Public speaking is a common source of stress for everyone. Many of us would like to avoid this problem entirely, but this is hard to do. Whether we work alone or with large numbers of people, eventually we will need to speak in public to get certain tasks accomplished. And if we want to be leaders or achieve anything meaningful in our lives, we will often need to speak to groups, large and small, to be successful.
The truth about public speaking, however, is IT DOES NOT HAVE TO BE STRESSFUL! If you correctly understand the hidden causes of public speaking stress, and if you keep just a few key principles in mind, speaking in public will soon become an invigorating and satisfying experience for you.
Purpose Of This Report
The purpose of this Special Report is to help you overcome the fear of public speaking. It begins by discussing ten key principles to always keep in mind. If you approach any problem in life with the right starting principles, everything else will fall into place. On the other hand, if you start with the wrong guiding principles, you can try all you want, but there is little chance you'll improve.
This Report also reveals eleven "hidden" causes of public speaking stress. I have summarized these eleven causes, along with the ten key principles, at the end of this Report, so you can easily review them.
Key Principles
Principle #1--Speaking in Public is NOT Inherently Stressful
Most of us believe parts of life are inherently stressful. In fact, most of us have been taught to believe that life as a whole is very stressful!
To deal with any type of stress effectively, you first must understand that life itself, including public speaking, is NOT inherently stressful. Thousands of human beings have learned to speak in front of groups with little or no stress at all. Many of these people were initially terrified to speak in public. Their knees would shake, their voices would tremble, their thoughts would become jumbled . . . you know the rest. Yet they learned to eliminate their fear of public speaking completely.
You are no more or less human than they are. If they can conquer the fear of public speaking, so can you! It just takes the right guiding principles, the right understanding, and the right plan of action to make this goal a reality.
Believe me, it's not difficult. I'm a good example of someone who conquered the fear of public speaking. And while I didn't do it overnight, it wasn't difficult. All it took was approaching the problem in the right way.
Principle #2--You Don't have to be Brilliant or Perfect to Succeed
Many of us have observed public speakers and thought to ourselves "Wow, I could never be that smart, calm, witty, entertaining, polished . . . or whatever." Well, I've got news for you-- you don't have to be brilliant, witty, or perfect to succeed. That is not what public speaking is all about. I know it may look that way, but it's not. You can be average. You can be below average. You can make mistakes, get tongue-tied, or forget whole segments of your talk. You can even tell no jokes at all and still be successful.
It all depends on how you, and your audience, define "success." Believe me, your audience doesn't expect perfection. I used to think most audiences did, but I was wrong! Before I discovered this, I used to put incredible pressure on myself to deliver a perfect performance. I worked for days to prepare a talk. I stayed up nights worrying about making mistakes. I spent hours and hours rehearsing what I was going to say. And you know what? All this did was make me even more anxious! The more perfect I tried to be, the worse I did! It was all very disheartening (not to mention unnecessary).
The essence of public speaking is this: give your audience something of value. That's all there is to it. If people in your audience walk away with something (anything) of value, they will consider you a success. If they walk away feeling better about themselves, feeling better about some job they have to do, they will consider you a success. If they walk away feeling happy or entertained, they will consider their time with you worthwhile.
Even if you pass out, get tongue-tied, or say something stupid during your talk . . . they won't care! As long as they get something of value, they will be thankful.
They don't even need to feel good to consider you a success. If you criticize people, or if you stir them up to ultimately benefit them, they might still appreciate you, even though you didn't make them feel good at the time.
Principle #3--All You Need is Two or Three Main Points
You don't have to deliver mountains of facts or details to give your audience what they truly want. Many studies have shown that people remember very few of the facts or information speakers convey. While you may choose to include lots of facts and information, you only need to make two or three main points to have your talk be successful. You can even have your whole talk be about only one key point, if you wish.
When I first began speaking in public during medical school (kicking, screaming, and quivering all the way), I wasn't aware of this simple principle. I wrongly believed that my audience wanted encyclopedic knowledge from me, which of course I didn't have. So I tried to research my topic thoroughly and deliver as much worldly wisdom as possible.
Boy was that exhausting! It was also boring for my audience to suffer through.
Later, when I began giving public seminars on how to cope with stress, I spent hours each week typing a twenty-page script to read from, so I wouldn't forget any important tidbit.
As time went on, I gradually learned that this degree of complexity wasn't needed. As a result, the length of my discussion notes gradually declined. My twenty-page typed manuscript gave way to a five-page detailed outline. Then, I replaced my outline with ten or fifteen index cards. Eventually, I could conduct a full two-hour seminar with only one 3X5 index card (containing my two or three key points) to support me!
As long as I focused on these two or three key points, I was able to speak at length about them by naturally drawing upon my past experiences and knowledge.
Remember, all your audience wants from you is to walk away with one or two key points that will make a difference to them. If you structure your talks to deliver this result, you can avoid lots of complexity that isn't really needed. This also should make your job as a speaker much easier, and more fun too!
Principle #4--You also Need a Purpose That is Right for the Task
This principle is very important . . . so please listen up. One big mistake people make when they speak in public is they have the wrong purpose in mind. Often, they have no specific purpose in mind, but the one that is operating within them unconsciously causes a whole lot of unnecessary stress and anxiety.
This is a prime example of what I call a "hidden cause" of public speaking stress. When I first started speaking in public, I thought my purpose was to get everyone in the audience to approve of me. I mistakenly thought that this was what good public speakers try to do. I wasn't consciously aware of this purpose, nor how foolish it was, but it was there nonetheless.
Because of this hidden purpose, I felt I needed to be absolutely perfect and brilliant to win my audience's unanimous approval. If just one person in the audience disapproved . . . my goose was cooked! If one person left early, if anyone fell asleep, or if someone looked uninterested in what I was saying . . . I was defeated!
This was very anxiety-producing.
Later, after I became aware of this stress-producing purpose, I was able to look at it honestly and realize how foolish it was. How many public speakers get 100% approval from their audiences? The answer is zero!
The truth about public speaking is no matter how good a job you do . . . someone is going to disapprove of either you or your argument. That is just human nature. In a large group of people, there will always be a diversity of opinions, judgements, and reactions. Some will be positive, others will be negative.
There is no rhyme or reason to it. If you do a lousy job, some people will sympathize with you and feel for you, while others will critique you harshly. If you do a fantastic job, someone will resent your ability and might disapprove of you on that basis alone. Some people will leave early because of an emergency. Some will fall asleep because they were up all night taking care of a sick child. Therefore, it's foolish and unrealistic to attempt to get everyone in your audience to think well of you.
More importantly, it's the wrong type of purpose to adopt in the first place.
Remember, the essence of public speaking is to give your audience something of value. The operative word here is GIVE not GET! The purpose of public speaking is not for you to get something (approval, fame, respect, sales, clients, etc.) from your audience. It is to give something useful to your audience.
Yes, if you do this well, you'll gain notoriety, respect, sales, and new clients. But this should never be your organizing purpose going in. If you focus on giving as much as you can to your audience, you will then be aligned with the truth about public speaking. You also will avoid one of the biggest pitfalls that cause people to experience public speaking anxiety.
Giving of yourself is rarely stressful or anxiety producing. When I give a talk to a group of people, I often imagine myself handing out $1,000 bills to everyone in the audience. I try to give them at least that much value. If a few individuals in the group reject this "gift," it no longer surprises or demoralizes me. I no longer expect anything different.
Principle #5--The Best Way to Succeed is Not to consider Yourself a Public Speaker!
While it may seem paradoxical, the best way to succeed as a public speaker is not to consider yourself a public speaker at all.
Many of us have distorted, exaggerated views of what successful public speakers do. We often assume that to be successful ourselves, we must strive very hard to bring forth certain idealistic qualities we presently lack.
Consequently, we struggle desperately to emulate those personal characteristics of other speakers which we wrongly believe are responsible for their public speaking success.
In other words, we try to become someone other than ourselves! We try to be a public speaker, whatever that image means to us.
The truth about public speaking is that most successful speakers got that way by doing just the opposite! They didn't try to be like somebody else. They just gave themselves permission to be themselves in front of other people. And much to their surprise, they discovered how much fun they could have doing something most other people dread.
The secret, then, to their success is that they didn't try to become public speakers!
You and I can do the very same thing. No matter what type of person we are, or what skills and talents we possess, we can stand up in front of others and fully be ourselves.
I now love to speak in public. Why? Because it's one of the few times I give myself permission to fully be myself in the presence of others. I can be bold, compassionate, silly, informative, helpful, witty . . . anything I want. I can tell jokes, which I don't normally do, tell humorous or poignant stories, or do anything else that feels natural in the moment.
As a result, I make much better contact with my audience. I don't drone on and on about some uninteresting subject. I'm alive, I'm energized, I'm fully invested in everything I say and do. That's another gift I can give my audience. It also allows me to tell when I've gone on too long or when the people who are listening to me begin to drift away.
When you really get good at being yourself in front of others, you can even stand up in front of a group of people without any idea how you're going to get across your two or three main points. Sometimes, I enjoy throwing myself in front of a group without knowing specifically what I'm going to say. I just focus on my three main points and remember I'm there to give people something of value. Then I give myself permission to say whatever comes to mind. In many instances, I say things I've never said before! They just come out of me spontaneously while "being with my audience." Sometimes, I'm truly amazed at some of the things I end up saying or doing.
And you know what? People in the audience often come up to me afterward and say, "you were great, I wish I had the confidence to give public talks like you." That's exactly the wrong way to think. Don't try to give talks the way I do, or the way anyone else does. Just go out there, armed with a little knowledge and a few key points, and be yourself. Everything else will usually work out. It might be a little rough the first few times you try it, but after a while, you'll settle into some very successful ways of being that will be all yours and no one else's.
Principle #6--Humility and Humor Can Go a Long Way
While each person will eventually find his or her style of public speaking, certain maneuvers can be used by almost everyone. Two of these, humility and humor, can go a long way to making your talks more enjoyable and entertaining for your audience.
Humor is well understood by most of us, so little needs to be said about it here. If being humorous feels comfortable for you, or if it fits your speaking situation, go for it. It usually works, even if you don't do it perfectly.
By humility, I mean standing up in front of others and sharing some of your own human frailties, weaknesses, and mistakes. We all have weaknesses, you know, and when you stand up in front of others and show that you're not afraid to admit yours, you create a safe, intimate climate where others can acknowledge their personal shortcomings as well.
Being humble in front of others makes you more credible, more believable, and paradoxically more respected. People can connect with you more easily. You become "one of them" instead of a remote expert who's head and shoulders above them (which you really aren't). It also sets a tone of honesty and self-acceptance, which people recognize in themselves as well. Don't try to do this, however, if it's not authentic for you. True humility is easily distinguished from the pretense of acting humble. If you pretend, your audience will perceive this and lose respect for you.
Often, humor and humility can be combined very effectively. Telling humorous stories about yourself, or using your own personal failings to demonstrate some point you are trying to make, can be both entertaining and illuminating.
For example, if you get nervous when you stand up to speak in front of a group, or if you suddenly feel nervous during the middle of your talk, don't hide this fact from your audience (they can tell anyway). Be real--and humble--by acknowledging your fear openly and honestly. Ask your audience for forgiveness while you take a few moments to collect yourself.
Or, you can start your talk with a humorous story that produces the same effect. For example, I've seen speakers begin their talks by saying "What lies at the bottom of the ocean and shakes all over?" Answer: a nervous wreck! This is a very endearing strategy that also helps relieve speaking anxiety.
Principle #7--When You Speak in Public, Nothing "Bad" Can Ever Happen!
One thing that adds to the fear of public speaking is the dread people have that something awful, terrible, or publicly humiliating will happen to them.
What if I pass out from nervous exhaustion? What if I forget everything I intended to say and am left standing there, totally speechless? What if the audience hates me and begins throwing things at me?
What if they all get up and leave after the first ten minutes? What if they snipe at me with harsh questions or comments once I'm done? What if someone in the audience tries to turn the group against me?
These could be embarrassing if they occurred. Fortunately, most of them don't happen.
Even when they do, it's useful to have a strategy in mind that has them turn out perfect. Sound difficult? It's not really.
I've found that most of the "negative" things that happen when I'm speaking can be handled by keeping this one simple, but powerful, principle in mind: everything that happens can be used to my advantage.
If people get up and start to head for the door, I can stop what I'm doing and ask for feedback. Was there something about my topic, my style, or my manner of presentation that was offensive to them? Were they simply in the wrong room at the start and didn't know it? Did someone misinform them about what my talk was going to cover?
Regardless of what they tell me, just stopping to deal with this situation, honestly and humbly, will often score points with my remaining audience. It also will give me the opportunity to learn how I am affecting people, so I can make any corrections that might be needed.
Even if everyone walked out and refused to give me a reason, I could ultimately find ways to benefit from this experience. At the very least, I could use it as the opening for my next presentation. "You know, I gave this same talk the other day and everyone in the audience walked out in the first ten minutes. That's my current record, so I guess we'll just have to see what happens today."
The same principle holds for dealing with hecklers or people who ask harsh or confrontational questions. If you assume that nothing truly bad can ever happen when you're speaking in public, you'll be amazed how well you can relate to such events and how often you can indeed use them to your advantage.
And once you've successfully used this principle many times, your anxiety about public speaking will almost completely go away. You'll know it will be virtually impossible for anything "bad" to happen that you won't be able to handle. That is a very comforting thought.
TIP: If you want a good role model for developing this skill, rent a video tape of Johnny Carson's opening monologues. He was a master at using this principle. No matter how his audience responded, Carson was always ready to use their response, positive or negative, to make another joke. He simply couldn't lose, even if the material his writers provided him was rotten.
Principle #8--You Don't Have to Control the Behavior of Your Audience
To succeed as a public speaker, you don't have to control the behavior of your audience. There are certain things you do need to control--your own thoughts, your preparation, arrangements for audio-visual aids, how the room is laid out--but one thing you don't have to control is your audience. They will do whatever they do, and whatever they do will usually be "perfect."
If people are fidgety or restless, don't try to control this. If someone is talking to a neighbor, or reading the newspaper, or falling asleep, leave them alone. If people look like they aren't paying attention, refrain from chastising them. Unless someone is being intentionally disruptive, there is very little you need to control.
Thinking you need to change or control other people is a hidden cause of stress in many areas of life. This is just as true for relating to a group as it is for relating to your friends, spouse, children, or other acquaintances.
Principle #9--In General, the More You Prepare, the Worse You Will Do
Preparation is useful for any public appearance. How you prepare, however, and how much time you need to spend are other matters entirely.
Many of the errors in thinking we've discussed so far often creep in to people's strategies for preparation. If you have the wrong focus (i.e., purpose), if you try to do too much, if you want everyone to applaud your every word, if you fear something bad might happen or you might make a minor mistake, then you can easily drive yourself crazy trying to overprepare your talk. In these instances, the more effort you put in, the worse you probably will do.
On the other hand, if you know your subject well, or if you've spoken about it many times before, you may only need a few minutes to prepare sufficiently. All you might need is to remind yourself of the two or three key points you want to make, along with several good examples and supporting facts and . . . BOOM you're ready to go.
Overpreparation usually means you either don't know your subject well or you do, but you don't feel confident about your ability to speak about it in public. In the former instance, you'll need to do some extra research. In the latter, you'll need to develop trust in your natural ability to speak successfully. The only way to do this is to put yourself in the spotlight, over and over again.
Go out and solicit opportunities to speak on your subject in public. Offer to speak free or for a small fee, enough to cover your expenses. If you have something of value to tell others, keep getting in front of people and deliver it. In no time at all, you'll gain confidence. You'll also begin to respect the natural public speaker/communicator within you.
Principle #10--Your Audience Truly Wants You to Succeed
The last principle to remember is that your audience truly wants you to succeed. Most of them are scared to death of public speaking, just like you. They know the risk of embarrassment, humiliation, and failure you take every time you present yourself in public. They feel for you. They will admire your courage. And they will be on your side, no matter what happens.
This means that most audiences are truly forgiving. While a slip of the tongue or a mistake of any kind might seem a big deal to you, it's not very meaningful or important to your audience. Their judgements and appraisals will usually be much more lenient than yours. It's useful to remind yourself of this point, especially when you think you've performed poorly.
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		"...the plantation can never florish till families be planted and the respect of wives and children fix the people on the soil."
 (
For the Special Topics Sheet entitled Globalizing the Ostensibly Local
)
							Sir Edwin Sandys, Treasurer
							Virginia Company of London, 1620


THE LURE OF VIRGINIA

GOD, GLORY, and GOLD.  These were the forces that lured the first English settlers in 1606 to the new and untamed wilderness of Virginia.  They carried with them the Church of England and the hopes to convert the Native Americans to Protestant Christianity.  They wanted to establish an English hold on the New World and exploit its resources for use in the mother country.  Some desired to find its fabled gold and riches and others longed to discover a northwest passage to the treasures of the Orient.  

INITIAL LACK OF WOMEN

The settlers were directed by the Virginia Company of London, a joint-stock commercial organization.  The company's charter provided the rights of trade, exploration and settlement in Virginia.  The first settlers that established Jamestown in 1607 were all male.  Although some, like historian, Alf J. Mapp Jr. believe that "...it was thought that women had no place in the grim and often grisly business of subduing a continent...," the omission of women in the first group of settlers may simply mean that they were not, as yet, necessary.

REASONS BEHIND DELAY

The company's first priority in Virginia was possibly to build an outpost, explore and determine the best use of Virginia's resources for commercial profits.  The exclusion of women in the first venture supports the possibility that it was an exploratory expedition rather than a colonizing effort.  According to historian Philip A. Bruce, it is possible that had colonization not been required to achieve their commercial goals, the company might have delayed sending permanent settlers for a number of years.

ESTABLISHING PERMANENCY

Once the commercial resources were discovered, the company's revenues would continue only if the outpost became permanent.  For Jamestown to survive, many unstable conditions had to be overcome.

	1.	A clash of cultures existed between the Englishmen and the Native Americans with whom they soon found the need to trade as well as to Christianize. 

	2.	Settlers were unprepared for the rugged frontier life in a wilderness.

 	3.	Many settlers intended to remain in Virginia only long enough to make their fortune and then return home to England.


WOMEN'S INDISPENSABLE ROLE
Providing the stability needed for Jamestown's survival was the indispensable role played by Virginia women.  Their initial arrival in 1608 and throughout the next few years contributed greatly to Jamestown's ultimate success.   Lord Bacon, a member of His Majesty's Council for Virginia, stated about 1620 that "When a plantation grows to strength, then it is time to plant with women as well as with men; that the plantation may spread into generations, and not be ever pieced from without." 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF EARLY VIRGINIA WOMEN

The first woman to foster stability in Jamestown was not an English woman but a native Virginian.  Pocahontas, the daughter of Chief Powhatan, was among the first Native Americans to bring food to the early settlers.  She was eventually educated and baptized in the English religion and in 1614 married settler John Rolfe.  This early Virginia woman helped create the "Peace of Pocahontas," which for several years, appeased the clash between the two cultures.

One of the first English women to arrive and help provide a home life in the rugged Virginia wilderness was young Anne Burras.  Anne was the personal maid of Mistress Forrest who came to Jamestown in 1608 to join her husband.  Although the fate of Mistress Forrest remains uncertain, that of Anne Burras is well known.  Her marriage to carpenter John Laydon three months after her arrival became the first Jamestown wedding.  While Jamestown fought to become a permanent settlement, Anne and John began a struggle to raise a family of four daughters in the new Virginia wilderness.  Certainly, Anne and her family began the stabilization process which would eventually spur the colony's growth.

Another young woman, Temperance Flowerdew, arrived with 400 ill-fated settlers in the fall of 1609.  The following winter, dubbed the "Starving Time," saw over 80 percent of Jamestown succumb to sickness and disease.  Temperance survived this season of hardship but soon returned to England.  By 1619, Temperance returned to Jamestown with her new husband, Governor George Yeardley.  After his death in 1627, she married Governor Francis West and remained in Virginia until her death in 1628.  Her many years in Virginia as a wife and mother helped fill the gap in Jamestown's early family life. 

In July 1619, settlers were granted acres of land dependent on the time and situation of their arrival.  This was the beginning of private property for Virginia men.  These men, however, asked that land also be allotted for their wives who were just as deserving "...because that in a newe plantation it is not knowen whether man or woman be the most necessary."   

The Virginia Company of London seemed to agree that women were indeed quite necessary.  They hoped to anchor their discontented bachelors to the soil of Virginia by using women as a stabilizing factor.  They ordered in 1619 that "...a fit hundredth might be sent of women, maids young and uncorrupt, to make wives to the inhabitants and by that means to make the men there more settled and less moveable...."  Ninety arrived in 1620 and the company records reported in May of 1622 that, "57 young maids have been sent to make wives for the planters, divers of which were well married before the coming away of the ships."

Jamestown would not have survived as a permanent settlement without the daring women who were willing to leave behind their English homes and face the challenges of a strange new land.  These women created a sense of stability in the untamed wilderness of Virginia.  They helped the settlers see Virginia not just as a temporary place for profit or adventure, but as a country in which to forge a new home.  
WOMEN AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION


The place of women in Revolutionary America was anywhere and everywhere there was hard work to be done.

They were the ones who brought home the bacon to the families.  Tending, slaughtering and dressing the meat of barnyard animals were the colonial wife's responsibility.  Cooking was a backbreaking chore.  With iron pots that weighed as much as 40 pounds empty, they worked over an open fire that had to be constantly maintained‑‑even in the hottest days of summer.

Caring for the sick was women's work.  They grew herbs, prepared and prescribed medicines, delivered babies‑‑and all too often‑‑prepared bodies for burial

Women played a vital role in the economic life of colonial towns and villages.  Business and industry centered in the shops below or beside homes, so they often waited on customers.  Printers' wives set type and innkeepers' wives kept accounts.  Many became so proficient that they were able to carry on these businesses after their husbands died.  Women merchants, innkeepers, blacksmiths, shipwrights, gunsmiths and tanners proudly advertised their services in newspapers.  There was, in fact, no eighteenth century occupation that women didn't take part in as workers, supervisors or owners.

One fifth of the women in Revolutionary America were Black.  And most of them were slaves.  They did the same jobs that white women did‑‑and labored in the fields from dawn to dusk.

Restrictive laws kept most women from voting, but they could organize.  The Anti‑Tea Leagues and Daughters of Liberty strengthened the boycott of British goods.  When war broke out, women's organizations helped supply the army.  We produced clothing, made saltpeter for gunpowder, and melted down pewter dishes and other scrap metal to make musket balls.  The Daughters of Liberty in New York City appropriated the equestrian statue of George III and melted it down for ammunition.

During the war, most women stayed home to work the farms and keep up the family businesses.  But thousands took their children and followed their husbands to battle.  They earned a dependents' allowance by cooking, cleaning and foraging for the American Armies.  In the midst of battle, women cared for the wounded and carried water and cartridges.  When manpower was short, they even loaded and fired field artillery.  Women's courage has been preserved by the legend of Molly Pitcher.
Some women wrapped their breasts, collected enlistment bounty and fought with the American Army as men.  The best known female Revolutionary soldier is Deborah Sampson Gannett who fought at Yorktown.


During the Revolutionary era, there were feminist voices.  The most famous was Abigail Adams.  Yet, after the war for equality and self‑determination was won, the new nation failed to recognize and protect women's rights.  And as the new states prospered, the status of American woman declined.

Even today, women do not participate as fully in American life as they did in 1776.  But as our nation celebrates its bicentennial, thousands of people will be working and organizing to claim the 200‑year‑old rights that could not have been won without the courage and strength of our foremothers.

NOTE: 	This text was introduced at Colonial National Historical Park in 1976 for the Bicentennial of the Declaration of Independence.





 (
For the Special Topics Sheet entitled Discussion Types
)Ain’t I A Woman?  By Sojourner Truth (U.S.)

That man over there say
A woman needs to be helped into carriages
And lifted over ditches
And to have the best place everywhere.	
 (
Teaching Human Rights, David Shiman,
 
Center for Teaching International Relations, p. 62
)Nobody ever helped me into carriages
Or over mud puddles
Or given me a best place….

And ain’t I a woman?
Look at me
Look at my arm!
I have plowed and planted
And gathered into barns
And no man could head me…
And ain’t I a woman?
I could work as much 
And eat as much as a man—
When I could get to it –
And bear the lash as well
And ain’t I a woman?
I have born 13 children
 (
Ain’t I A Woman? 
Originally published in 
T
he Liberator
 22 (March 16, 1855);  Speech originally given at  the Women’s Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio in 1852.
)And seen most all sold into slavery
And when I cried out a mother’s grief
None but Jesus heard me…
And ain’t I a woman?
That little man in black there say
A woman can’t have as much rights as a man
Cause Christ wasn’t a woman!
Where did your Christ come from?
From God and a woman!
Man had nothing to do with him!
If the first woman God ever made
Was strong enough to turn the world
Upside down, all alone
Together women ought to be able to turn it 
Rightside up again

Women by Sugiarti Siswadi (Indonesia)

 (
Teaching Human Rights, David Shiman,
 
Center for Teaching International Relations, p. 68
)No longer
are we gilded posies
engaging when compliant
exquisite when yielding
enchanting when submissive.
to hell it is our duty to go
to heaven permitted to follow.

and no longer
are we blossoms cast aside
downtrodden
selling out sweat for next to nothing
workers at half price
no security
no equality
only duty.
	
we have cried out
from behind the walls of segregation
from the cluches of the skillful bed
from the nightly business in the gutters
from the revenge of unwilling wedlock
 (
Women
Originally Published in “Matchbox, Amnesty International USA, New York (Winter 1979).
)“we are human beings!”

The Rights of Women by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 
(U.K. 19th century)

Mental activity, like bodily activity, is at first difficult and unpleasant. Therefore, many people let others both work and think for them. When in a group, a person asserts an opinion with great heat, very often it is a prejudice. Generally such a person has a high respect for the understanding of some relative or friend without fully understanding the opinions which he is now so eager to have us also believe. Therefore, he holds these opinions with a degree of force which would surprise even the person who held them in the first place.
It is now fashionable to respect prejudices. When we dare to face our prejudices, motivated by feelings of humanity and armed with reason, we are often asked whether our ancestors, who created these opinions were all probably thought about and based on some reason. But often the reason they had was special and useful only at that time. It was not a fundamental principle that would be reasonable at all times.
Our ancestors’ old and moss-covered opinions become prejudices when we lazily accept them only because these opinions have been with us for a long time. An opinion is a prejudice when it is one which we like and hold strongly , but for which we can give no reason. The moment a reason can be given for an opinion it stops being a prejudice, though it may still be a mistake or an error. This way of arguing, if we can call it arguing, reminds me of what is crudely and vulgarly called “a woman’s reason.” For women sometimes say they love someone or believe certain things just because they love or believe them, and they can’t or won’t give any reasons.
It is useless to talk with people who only use affirmatives and negatives, who say either “yes” or “no” to everything. Before you can bring yourself or someone else to a point where you can begin a useful discussion, you must go back to the simple principles which precede the prejudices. And it is ten to one that you will be stopped as you try to do this. You even will be told that, though these simple principles are true in theory, they are false in practice.
 (
Touchstone Readings in Social Studies, Touchstones Discussion Project, Texts selected, translated, and edited by Geoffrey Comber, Howard Zeiderman, and Nicholas Maistrellis, 2003
pp. 117-118
)When you hear this from people, you may infer that their reason has whispered some doubts to them For it generally happens that people assert their opinions with the greatest heat when they begin to waver and have doubts about them. They then try to drive out their own doubts by convincing their opponents, and grow angry when their own doubts continue to bother and haunt them.


Girl Power
Article by student Danielle Harvey (2010) in her self-published magazine United Women

	As Americans, we don’t often realize that a basic education in not always accessible to everyone. In the developing world, people in general, but especially young girls, rarely receive a proper education. The fact that these girls are not being educated keeps them entangled in the cycle of poverty. When we go to school in the morning, it can feel like a daunting task, but what we don’t consider is that the girls in the third world would do anything to get the same opportunity. The chance to earn an education, which is something so many girls long for, was made possible with one girl’s determination and belief in what someone can do for others.
	The Girls Helping Girls organization was started in early 2007 by then 15-year-old Sejal Hathi from Fremont, California. Her desire to create something sustainable that would give a gift as valuable as an education to girls around the world began this incredible journey. This nonprofit organization connects girls in the United States with girls in the developing world to be able to discuss any similar issues they are dealing with. Girls Helping Girls allows these young women to grow and inspire each other to participate in the development of social change through their involvement in micro-lending projects which address the issue in their lives. When someone envisions the average fifteen-year old, starting an organization does not usually come to mind. Sejal Hathi’s commitment to empower girls has impacted not only people in the San Francisco Bay area where it began but also internationally. Now people can get involved with this organization and continue on Sejal Hathi’s work.
	Luckily, it is easy for us to make our mark as well. One way to help is by donating funds to the program called Empower-A-Girl which sends supplies and educational materials to the program’s international locations. All it takes is a little help from you, so visit the website at www.empoweragirl.org to increase the response from volunteers and people interested in this cause. Another way to help is through volunteering and, once again, visiting the same website where you will find a program idea for high school students. The program enables you to work with girls your own age and younger around the world. The beauty of that aspect is that we can interact with girls personally which makes the experience unique. Sejal Hathi got the ball rolling so the question remains, are you up to the challenge?


Considering the Influence of Gender in the 21st Century Secondary Classroom
Presented by Marla Read Capper, University of Virginia 
June 24, 2010 (Compiled from PowerPoint presentation)

Slide 13
Where the Girls Are: The Facts About Gender Equality in Education 

-Examination of girls’ educational achievement during past 35 years, paying special attention to relationship between gender and progress.
-Overall picture of trends in gender equity from elementary school to college and beyond.
-Together these analyses support three overarching facts about gender equity in schools today:

AAUW (2008) Where the Girls Are: The Facts About Gender Equality in Education.

Slide 14
1) Girls’ successes don’t come at boys’ expense.
-If girls’ success comes at the expense of boys, one would expect to see boys’ scores decline as girls’ scores rise, but this has not been the case.
-Women are graduating from high school and college at a higher rate than their male peers, but these gains have not come at men’s expense.
Slide 15
2) On average, girls’ and boys’ educational performance has improved.
-Average test scores (standardized tests & college entrance exams) have risen or remained stable for both girls and boys in recent years.
-Women AND men are more likely to graduate from h.s. & college today than ever before.
Slide 16
3) Understanding disparities by race/ethnicity & family income level is critical to understanding gender and achievement
-On SAT, and ACT, children from lowest ses have lowest average scores, higher ses associated higher scores.
-Race/ethnicity is strongly connected to test scores
-African Americans and Hispanic children scoring lower than white and 
Asian American.
		-Gender differences in educational achievement vary by race/ethnicity and ses.
-Girls often outperform boys within each ractial/ethnic group on the NAEP reading test.
-Boys overall have outperformed girls on both the math and verbal portions of the SAT
			
Slide 18
The National Center for Women and information Technology reports that although more than 50% of students who take the AP exams each year are girls, only 15% of those who take the computer science AP exam are girls.


[bookmark: AP2ReflectionsReadings]Truth and Falsehood
A Middle Eastern Folk Tale

Once upon a time, Truth met Falsehood at a crossroads. Falsehood asked Truth how he was and whether he felt well. Truth answered, “It gets worse all the time.” Truth looked miserable. He was very thin and dressed in rags. “I haven’t eaten for a while,” he said, “and everywhere I go I find that more and more people dislike me, and fewer people love me. Even the people who love me are treated badly by others.”

“I’ll show you how to be liked by people,” answered Falsehood. “Just come with me. You’ll dress well, eat well, and be happy. But you must do just as I do, and never disagree with me in public, and never disobey me or say I’m wrong.”

Truth was so unhappy and hungry and cold that he agreed to do as Falsehood said.  So they set off together. When they reached the nearest large city, they went to the first restaurant, and Falsehood ordered a magnificent meal for both of them. They ate their fill and stayed at the table a long, long time, until nearly everyone else had left the room. Then Falsehood clapped his hands and called the headwaiter. Because Falsehood was dressed so well, the headwaiter bowed low and asked how he could serve or help them.

“I gave the boy who served us a hundred dollar bill an hour ago. How much longer must I wait for him to bring change?” said Falsehood. The boy was called, and he said no one had given him a hundred dollar bill. Falsehood started to shout and appear very angry. “This seemed such a fine restaurant,” he said, “I would never have though I would be cheated. It just shows that you can never tell anything at all by appearances. But I shall tell all my friends never to come here again.” With that, he threw a hundred dollar bill on the table, and told the headwaiter to bring him the change.

Becaue he was afraid that this fine gentleman would give the restaurant a bad name, the headwaiter did not pick up the money from the table.  Instead, he gave Falsehood the change he demanded. Falsehood stormed out of the restaurant and Truth followed.  When they were safely outside, Falsehood burst out laughing and said, “There! That’s how I make things work out for me.” But Truth said, “I would rather die of hunger than do what you do.”
 (
From Touchstones Readings, pp.39-40
)


The Secret of Caring for Life
By Chuang Tzu

Chef Ting was preparing an ox to be cooked for Lord Wen-hui. Every part of his body moved with grace and precision. The knife glided along as his hands, his legs, and his shoulders moved together in an effortless motion It was as if the chef were dancing.

“Wonderful, this is wonderful,” said Lord Wen-hui, watching in amazement. “How can skill have become so perfect?”

Chef Ting carefully laid down his knife and said, “What I care about goes beyond the skill. When I cut up my first ox, I focused my eyes on the ox itself. After three years I became more skilled. Then I no longer looked at the whole ox itself. And now when I cut up the ox, I am guided by spirit. I don’t even look with my eyes. Eyesight and even understanding have come to a stop. The spirit moves wherever it wants. I follow. I go along with the shape of the ox. In the large spaces, I strike. Through the big holes I guide the knife without touching anything. I always respond to just what is in front of me. So I never cut the smallest ligament or muscle. I never get near a joint or bone.”

“A good cook gets a new knife once a year because he cuts the meat. An average cook needs a new knife once a month because he hacks the animal he prepares. But I’ve had my knife for nineteen years now and hve cut up thousands of oxen. Yet, the blade is just as sharp as it ever was. There is a great deal of room between the bones and muscles and ligaments in the ox’s body. And the blade of the knife, at its very edge, has no thickness at all. So if you put what has no thickness in the empty places between the muscle, the bones, or the joints, then the blade has lots of room. It can move anywhere and still not touch any part of the animal’s body. That’s why my blade is still as sharp as it was nineteen years ago.”

Whenever I come to a tricky and difficult place, I estimate the problem. I tell myself to look out and be careful. I always watch what I’m doing. I work very slowly and move the knife with great delicacy, cunning, and care. Suddenly, the whole animal separates into all its parts just like a piece of mud can in a moment fall apart and become sand. Tehn I stand there calmly with the knife. I glance around in all directions and I am content. I hesitate moving on. Then I clean off the knife and put it away.”

 (
From Touchstones Readings, pp.43-44
)“Wonderful,” said Lord Wen-hui. “The words of Chef Ting are excellent. I have learned the secret of caring for life.”
The Parable of the Greedy Sons
A Tale from Persia

There was once a hardworking and generous farmer who had several lazy and greedy sons. On his deathbed he told them that they would find his treasure if they would dig in a certain field. As soon as the old man was dead, the sons hurried to the field which they dug up from one end to the other.

They found no gold at all. Believing that their generous father must have given the gold away, they abandoned the search. Finally, they decided that since they had already dug up the land, they might as well plant a crop. They planted wheat, had a good harvest, sold it, and made a big profit.

After they harvested the wheat, they wondered again whether the gold might still be there. So they dug the field again. Once again, they found no gold, but they planted more wheat with the same result.

After several years of this they stopped being lazy, got used to hard work, and became honest and happy farmers. They also became wealthy through their hard work and stopped thinking about the treasure. Then they understood the reason for their father’s way of teaching them.

 (
From Touchstones Readings, pp.33
)This is how it is when you try to teach someone about the meaning of human life. The teacher is faced with students who are impatient, confused, and greedy. He has to get them to do something which he knows is good for them, but whose true purpose is hidden from them because they are so young.


As World Looks to Help Haiti, Scammers Sit Poised
 (
 
http://www.foxnews.com/scitech/2010/01/13/world-looks-help-haitians-scammers
 
For Reflections Sheet entitled “Making Sense of Dollars and Cents”
)By Jeremy A. Kaplan
Jan. 16, 2010
Charitable Americans eager to help the nation of Haiti recover from Tuesday's devastating earthquake are being warned to be on the lookout for online scammers.
A number of "text to donate" services have been set up for people to make donations directly from their cell phones. But consumer advocates are warning that, as more are created, some may be phonies. 
Two that are trustworthy are:
-- Texting HAITI to 90999: The U.S. Department of State's Web site suggests texting "HAITI" to "90999" to donate $10 to the Red Cross to help with relief efforts. The $10 will be charged to your cell phone bill. Or you can go online to organizations like the Red Cross and Mercy Corps to contribute to the disaster relief efforts.
-- Texting YELE to 501501: On Twitter, musician Wyclef Jean, a native of Haiti, notes, "Haiti needs your help text YELE to 501501 and 5 dollars will go toward earthquake relief." Yele Haiti is a grassroots movement Jean has set up to inspire change in Haiti through programs in education, sports, the arts and environment.
A published report on The Smoking Gun accuses Wyclef Jean's charity of mismanaging funds, claiming that the group paid him for appearances and has only recently started paying taxes. Jean tearfully acknowledge some "mistakes," but defended his charity publicly, starting "Did I ever use Yele money for personal benefit? Absolutely not."  
Andccording to the Internet Storm Center, both of these "text to" options are legitimate services: "Both short codes in use right now, 501501 and 90999, are tracing back to registered twitter accounts and I consider them authentic at this point," says the Center's Johannes B. Ullrich -- however, some charity watchdogs have raised doubts about the ability of Jean's foundation to respond quickly to such an immediate and massive crisis, as well as about some of the foundation's accounting practices.
Other text-to-donate services may arise, and not all of them will be trustworthy.
"Reports of Haitian 'text to donate' scams rising. Only give to orgs you recognize, have researched yourself or are referred by trusted source," noted All Headline News in a post to Twitter.
The Better Business Bureau has already posted advice on its site for those hoping to donate to a legitimate charity. Art Taylor, president and CEO of the BBB's Wise Giving Alliance, agrees that scammers tend to spring up in the wake of catastrophe.
"Whenever there is a major natural disaster, be it home or abroad, there are two things you can count on. The first is the generosity of Americans to donate time and money to help victims, and the second is the appearance of poorly run and in some cases fraudulent charities," Taylor warns.
The BBB points to the scams that appeared in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, which wreaked havoc on New Orleans in 2005. Millions in relief aid were made available to victims; scammers quickly devised "advance loan scams," which required individuals to pay some "fees" up front, say, to process the loan. The promised loans never materialized.
The Federal Trade Commission has warned in the past about unscrupulous calls for donations in the wake of a disaster. The consumer protection agency notes that spammers send e-mails claiming to provide aid to victims and directing you to legitimate-looking Web sites that reference well-known charities or have names that sound similar to well-known, legitimate, and respected charitable organizations. But the spammers keep most -- or all -- of the funds they collect for themselves.
"Not only do Americans need to be concerned about avoiding fraud, they also need to make sure their money goes to competent relief organizations that are equipped and experienced to handle the unique challenges of providing assistance," the BBB's Taylor said.
Meanwhile, the Internet Storm Center reports that some people are already registering domain names related to the Haitian earthquake, the first step toward setting up a Web site. But this doesn't necessarily indicate a scam; such an action could be legitimate, or it could simply be an attempt to "park" the domain name so it can be sold later to a legitimate user.
But some of these domains inevitably wind up being malicious in nature, explains the Storm Center's Joel Ester.
"We don't assume that all of them will be, but it does happen, and it's unfortunate that spammers and phishers prey on people attempting to provide relief for those in need -- especially during such a devastating disaster as this."





[bookmark: AP2ScoringandGradingReadings]Shortlist of Websites 
Scoring and Grading


To Learn About Rubrics





To Create your own rubric
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
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