1st Half of Chapter 5 – Dawn of the Empires – Political
THE MEANING OF EMPIRE
· empire:  the extension of political rule by 1 people over another, different peoples

· purpose:  bring natural resources to mother country

· prerequisites:

· centralized system of administration

· standardized coinage

· standardized legal system

· uniform language

· tax collection

· 2 types of rule:

· hegemony – people accept foreign rule because they’ve been persuaded 
that it’s in their best interest to

· dominance – exercise of sheer power

· political causes for decline:

· failure of leadership – rulers are unable to maintain empire

· overextension – empire is expanded so much that it is unable to provide 
for and govern all its subjects

· military defeat

THE EARLIEST EMPIRES

Mesopotamia & The Fertile Crescent
· early power centers = independent city-states 

· fought constantly

· 2 main ones:  Lagash and Umma
Sargon of Akkad

· 2350 BCE:  Sargon (r. 2334-2279) – led immigrant group of Semitics into north Sumer, named where they settled Akkad, and conquered surrounding peoples, eventually all Mesopotamia

· capital city = Agade

· characteristics of Akkadian empire:
· conquered widely

· replaced conquered areas’ hierarchies with his own

· used Akkadian language in all administrative documents

· standardized measurements and weight

· defeated by Gutians

Babylonians and Hittites

· Babylonian Empire:

· city of Babylonia formed 1900 BCE in Sumer by Semitic Amorites

· 6th ruler Hammurabi (r. 1792-1750 BCE)

· Hammurabi Law Codes

· defeated independent Sumerian city-states

· created Babylonian Empire 1750-1500 BCE
· Hittite Empire
· Indo-Europeans migrated from Caucasus and settled in Anatolia

· capital city = Hattushash (modern-day Turkey)

· 1590 BCE:  invaded and conquered Babylonia

· 1400-1200 BCE = peak of empire:  most powerful in Mesopotamia

· suddenly collapsed in 1193 BCE, due to invasion of Mediterranean Sea 
Peoples

· outposts lasted until 710 BCE

The Assyrians

· 20th century BCE – formed independent state, then conquered, then regained independence in 13th century, then conquered again in 1000 BCE

· 900 BCE – Neo-Assyrian Kingdom began conquering

· capital city = Nineveh

· 671 BCE:  King Esarhaddon conquered Egypt, but withdrew by 612 BCE because of internal dynastic struggles

Egypt & International Conquest

· governed as a unified state – single government ruled single state and all peoples within

· however, some exceptions are . . . 

· in Middle Kingdom (2000-1650 BCE), Egypt conquered lower Nubia, but 
was expelled

· during second intermediate period (1650-1550 BCE), the immigrant 
Semitic 
group Hyksos ruled Lower Egypt

· New Kingdom (1550-1070 BCE) – Hyksos expelled, Thutmosis I extended 
Egyptian rule into Nubia and Euphrates River, and Egypt collected taxes 
and 
used natural resources in Syria and Palestine

· Hittites, Babylonians, and Mitanni staged revolts against Egyptian control in the fertile crescent – Egyptian control ended in 1200 BCE

·  after end of the New Kingdom, Egypt was conquered by . . .

· Nubians – 712-657 BCE in south

· Assyrians – 671 BCE in north

· Persians – 525 BCE

· Alexander the Great – 332 BCE

· Rome – 30 BCE

THE PERSIAN EMPIRE

· Medes and Persians arrived in east of Mesopotamia in 1300 BCE

· both Indo-Europeans

· Cyaxares of Media (r. 625-585 BCE):

· established army

· conquered Scythians

· formed alliance with Babylonians

· captured Nineveh

· formed balance of power between Egyptians, Medes, Babylonians, and 
Lydians

Persian Expansion

· Cyrus II, the Great, of Persia (r. 558-529 BCE):

· defeated Medes in 550, Lydia in 546, and Babylonians in 539

· respected local customs and institutions

· Cambyses II (r. 529-522 BCE):

· Cyrus’s eldest son

· captured Memphis, the capital of Egypt

· attempted to take Phoenician city Carthage, and Nubia

· Darius I (r. 522-486 BCE):

· murdered successor of Cambyses

· created regional administrative units, called satrapies

· extended Persian Empire into India to Indus River

· captured Thrace and Macedonia
